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City Grade and Regional Inequality in China
—Assessing the Role of Small and Medium-Sized Cities in Regional Growth in China
WU Yongjie ZHANG Meiqing
( Beijing Jiaotong University Beijing 100044 )

Abstract: This paper aims to explore the contribution made by small and medium-sized cities to Chinese
regional economic development from 2003 to 2014. After defining the city unit this paper provides an taxonomy of
city function according to the specialization theory and then provides the city grade index. It is found that city
function specialization plays an important role in urban and regional economic growth through alternative city size
the relationship between city grade and city population scale is positive the size of some cities does not match the
grade especially in small and medium-sized cities and city grade presents high degree of spatial heterogeneity.
Finally some policy implications are put forward in reducing the gap between regions and promoting the
development of regional economy for small and medium-sized cities.

Keywords: regional inequality; city grade; city size; small and medium-sized cities; spatial heterogeneity
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