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On the Social Influence of the Gentry in Early Modern England
Valued Higher Education

GAO Huifang
(Fujian Normal University , Fuzhou 350117 , China)

Abstract : The phenomenon of social structure reorganization and social class mobility in the early modern England
was typical of the rise of the gentry. The gentleman§ character becomes the external standard to measure social status
of a class. In terms of educational philosophy ,deeply influenced by the ltalian Renaissance Movement ,liberal educa—
tion took root in the early modern England ,and the " eleutheros education" of the ancient Greek and Roman period be —
gan to shift to " gentleman$ education" ,the University of Oxford and Cambridge ,the Inns of Court became the main
places where gentry received gentleman s education. Combined with social changes and their own needs , the gentry
changed the slighting attitude for learning , actively cultivated children to receive higher education ,served as govern—
ment officials ,keen on education and charity ,and strengthened class connections through cultural context ,increasing
the vitality of modern British society.

Key words : England ;liberal education ; gentleman$ education ; higher education ;social mobility
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