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The Juridical Logic of the "Law on Safeguarding National Security
in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region" and Its Development

Liu Zhigang

Abstract: Article 23 of Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region enjoys dual
nature as a norm on authorization and a norm on obligation, and thus cannot be interpreted exces-
sively from the perspective of a clause on autonomy. The scientific determination of the nature of
Article 23 of Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region is the prerequisite basis for
understanding and interpreting the legitimacy of the Decision made by the National People’s Con-
gress on May 28 (hereinafter referred to "5.28" Decision). The internal logic and institutional de-
velopment between the aforementioned two serve as the juridical basis for generating the Law on
Safeguarding National Security in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. The implementa-
tion of a national law in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region is the logical prerequisite for
the implementation of Law on Safeguarding National Security in the Hong Kong Special Adminis-
trative Region, thus the methods and procedures for its announcement and implementation in the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region determined by the "5.28" Decision of National People’s
Congress and the "6.20" Decision of the Standing Committee of National People’s Congress are jus-
tified. The enactment and implementation of Law on Safeguarding National Security in the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region properly deal with and resolve its relationship with Basic Law
of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region and other relevant laws, enjoying justification in
juridical logic. The implementation of Criminal Procedure Law, which is not listed in Annex III of
the Basic Law, is justified in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, but the National Secu-
rity Law is not applicable in Hong Kong.

Keywords: Law on Safeguarding National Security in the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region;Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region; Decision of National People’s

Congress; The Third Attachment of Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special Admimistrative Region
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