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The Study on Critical Theory of Popular Culture of Frankfurt School

WEI Jun, LIN Meiging, HOU Aiping
(College of Marxism , Shandong Agricultural University , Taian 271018, China)

Abstract: The development of commodity economy and industrial society has alienated the mass culture as a
defense of the interests of the realistic bourgeoisie into an ideology which enslaved people’ s souls, covered up the
cruel essence of the capitalist system and intensified the public’ s obedience to the existing order. On the basis of
quoting and absorbing the thoughts of Marx, Lukacs and Freud, Frankfurt school , which came into being in a specific
historical background, has made a systematic and sharp criticism on mass culture’s characteristics of internal
commodity, standardization and maneuverability, forming a unique construction path. Although its criticism has
certain historical limitations, it also has certain progressive significance in opening up a new research perspective ,
stimulating the critical consciousness of later generations and providing a new way of cultural research.
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