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Study on the Urban Population of Gansu in the Late Qing Dynasty and the Model

of Urban Population Hierarchy
LU Wei-dong WANG Xin-gang
( Institute of Chinese Historical Geography Fudan University Shanghai 200433  China)

Abstract: Due to a lack of statistical documentation about city population in the traditional literature. The methods of
most previous studies in the past were focused on the personal experience and individual case. It is impossible for us to
meet the needs of research and get reliable conclusions without new literature and new methods. The study of the
Xuantong-Geographic-Questionnaire shows that the model of urban population hierarchy is not consistent with the city
administrative level. It is impracticable to establish a complete sequence of historical city population by using
traditional historical data. Trying to build the model of urban population hierarchy on the basis of the city
administrative levels must be logically wrong.
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