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The Presentation and Construction of the Media Image of American Teachers in the Context of Major Public Health
Events Based on the Analysis of Relevant Reports in The New York Times during the COVID-19 Epidemic

LIANG Ronghua, SUN Mengyu
( Faculty of Education, Northeast Normal University, Changchun Jilin 130024 , China )

Abstract; Taking the teacher-related news reports in The New York Times during the COVID-19
pandemic as the research object, The qualitative text analysis and discourse analysis have been conducted to
explore the presentation and construction of the media image of American teachers in the context of the major
public health events. The research results show that there are five kinds of teacher images in The New York
Times reports during the COVID-19 epidemic; the drowning over-worked image, the missing moral model
image, the transforming professional image, the reflective practitioner image and the narrow intellectual image.
In the way of construction, teachers should strengthen their own discourse expression and reflect the subjective
characteristics of image construction. Based on the research results, the suggestions are put forward from the
following three aspects: firstly, news media should give teachers more space for discourse and enhance their
right to speak; secondly, the news media should realize the particularity of teacher image and balance the rela-
tionship between the news value and the construction of teacher image; thirdly, the construction of teacher
media image should be shifted from the abstract level to the concrete level, and strive to break the stereotype.

Key words: teacher’s media image; public health events; The New York Times
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