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Survey objectives

1.1. Upon the full implementation of the
New Senior Secondary (NSS) academic
structure in the 2012/13 school year, and with
the aims of enhancing the support for the
implementation of the NSS curriculum and
helping students meet their aspirations via
multiple pathways, this Bureau launched the
Secondary 6 (S6) Students’ Pathway Survey
to collect basic information on the educational
status of S6 graduates on an annual basis
since 2012.

1.2. Being the eighth round in the series,
the 2019 survey was conducted to understand
the activity status (including pursuing
full-time study; full-time employment;
part-time employment or part-time study; and
neither employment nor study) of 2018/19 S6
(2019 S6) graduates as at the reference date of
October 2019. Information on the type of

full-time courses being taken by S6 graduates

was also collected in the survey for analyses.

Survey coverage

13. The survey covered all 2019 S6
graduates in all local ordinary secondary day
schools offering local curriculum in Hong
Kong (including government, aided and

Caput schools, and schools under the Direct
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Subsidy Scheme (DSS) and private schools

offering local curriculum).

Data collection

1.4. To facilitate data collection and
input, this  Bureau introduced an
e-questionnaire  for all local ordinary
secondary day schools to report information
on their S6 students’ pathways at school level.
All 452 local ordinary secondary day schools
with 2019 S6 graduates (covering a total of
some 47 700 target graduates) responded to
the survey. However, some graduates in the
responded schools did not provide any
information. Overall speaking, information
on the activity status of some 1300 S6
graduates was not available. This report
covers only some 46 400 responded 2019 S6
graduates (i.e. 97.2% of all). Please refer to
the limitations of survey findings in paragraph
1.7.

Quiality control

L.5. To ensure the accuracy and reliability
of the findings, the survey was subject to
rigorous scrutiny. Quality control measures
were carried out during the survey operation

and data processing phases.

1.6. Instant  validation checks were
applied in the e-questionnaire. The
validation rules were strictly set and
constituted the major part of quality control in
the data processing stage. These validation
checks could eliminate duplicated returns of

individual school data, inconsistent or
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ookt 4 B O§ i}u B E & illogical responses to the survey. Besides,

KT G OME iR R any dubious answers were clarified by the
CEREE R EFOR statistical ~ officers  through  telephone
»c M o follow-ups with the schools concerned. In
this way, mis-reporting errors were minimised
and the validity of data could be ensured.
gt g Erthp R Limitation of survey findings

1.7 AR AL PN kS 1.7. Caution should be taken in
PR A% 58130008 7"R interpreting the figures in this report as the
IR S A IR g ;T% ¥ For T activity status of some 1 300 non-responded
A R e A = LI P graduates may be totally different from that of
KA oo the responded graduates.



¥2% Chapter 2
HKIAFEE Survey Findings
25z L ¥ = Activity Status

2.1. v 46 372 ¢ 3 v J& A 2.1. Among the 46372 2019 S6
R s g 2019 # ¢ 2 & graduates who responded to the survey,
¥ 49 5 920%%F B F 0P 92.0% were pursuing full-time study. 3.6%
H AR 3.6%K_F > BoaoiE o were engaging in full-time employment and
2.5% 3% & PR o3 0F g2 3R 0 P 2.5% were engaging in  part-time
Fi® > a7 a5 1.9% Bl % employment or part-time study. The
21 FAE R E o (B 2.1) remaining 1.9% were neither being

employed nor pursuing any study. (Chart 2.1)

®2.1 : 2019 #¢ > 2E4 B EEGHAFEIREFR
Chart 2.1 : 2019 S6 Graduates by Activity Status in the Year of Graduation
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Full-time employment
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Part-time employment /

—  part-time study
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Neither employment nor study
885 (1.9%)

4w e 2 B ¥4 A di 46 372

Total number of responded S6 graduates: 46 372

EEa (1)2019 & ¥ = & £ 4 chid A Hc) 5 47700 ~ -
(2) #icE & P 2019 # 10 7 prenfiie o

Notes: (1) Total number of 2019 S6 graduates was some 47 700.
(2) Figures refer to the position as at October 2019.
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4 e B 5 (90.9%% 1.5%)
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(B 2.2)

2.2. There  were  slightly  higher
proportions of 2019 S6 graduates who were
pursuing full-time study (92.0%) and neither
being employed nor pursuing any study
(1.9%) when compared with those of 2018
S6 graduates (90.9% and 1.5%) respectively.
On the other hand, the proportions among the
2019 graduates who were engaging in
full-time employment (3.6%) and part-time
employment/study (2.5%) were lower than
those of 2018 S6 graduates (4.5% and 3.1%)
respectively.  (Chart 2.2)

2.2 : 2018 2 2019 # ¢ » 2 ¥4 4 2L A 32 ,T}uil’%‘ﬁlm'ﬁ A
Chart 2.2 : Percentage Distribution of 2018 and 2019 S6 Graduates by Activity Status in the Year

of Graduation

100%
T2 (E _— Neither employment
2t g nor study
1.5% 1.9%
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Note:  Figures refer to the position as at October of the year of graduation.



2.3. FE2E 2 8 N A 2.3. Analysed by school sector of the
o TR/ AT RIF graduates, aided/caput schools (92.5%) and
4

> B & 2019 & ¢ 2 2 X% government  schools (91.2%) recorded

YR 2P A RO A relatively higher percentages of 2019 S6
(92.5% e 91.2%) AR ¥ & graduates who were pursuing full-time study.
oo ¥ - F G RE K F OB On the other hand, schools under the Direct
BT OE RKRE A 2 F R Subsidy Scheme and local private schools as
Eaa 702 2 B ¥ 4 R FE a whole had the highest percentage of S6
2B fF g oA (4.6%) R graduates who were engaging in full-time
BT OB R R P R o employment (4.6%).  (Table 2.1)
(% 2.1)
%2.1: FhAadEeiymd %frfiﬁ.%‘éﬁﬁi ¥ B REL L 20197 2 B E 4 A
e
Table 2.1 : 2019 S6 Graduates by Activity Status and School Sector of the Graduates in the Year of
Graduation
=52 )}‘@%ﬁ‘i‘l F g
Activity Status School Sector
BRI
T PALEIE ey LRl &3

Government Aided/Caput DSS/Local Private All

Agt 'F']‘A,\LL Aggt ‘ﬁ/l,\;,b /\g; 'F']‘A,\LL 4& ‘ﬁz,,\pt

No. % No. % No. % No. %
=0 HRF 2937 | 912(33785 | 925| 5961 | 90.0 |42683 | 92.0
Pursuing full-time study
S 114 3.5 1229 3.4 307 4.6 1 650 3.6

Full-time employment

POARE LRI REEAE | q07 | 33| 912 | 25| 135| 20| 1154| 25

Part-time employment /

part-time study

FLL (L 62 1.9 603 1.7 220 33 885 1.9
Neither employment nor study

K% 3 3220 | 100.0 |36529 | 100.0 | 6623 | 100.0 | 46372 | 100.0
Total

o (1) #FF P A2019 & 10 1 EEFeR o

(@) #eF FRF BN 47700 £ A A BHES20198 9 2 BE Y 46400 15 v R EL G ER
5}71715;\ W 1578 kit ’}ﬁ =5 ko

() w T~ FEAP BRI GE A AP T N2 e T
Notes: (1) Figures refer to the position as at October 2019.

(2) Figures cover only some 46 400 responded graduates out of a total of some 47 700 target 2019 S6 graduates. Please refer
to the limitations of survey findings in paragraph 1.7.

(3) There may be a slight discrepancy between the sum of percentages of individual items and the corresponding totals as
shown in the above table due to rounding.
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24, h 42 683 & M4 13 #
# % A2 h 2019 & ¢~ 2
o g e * L (45.7%)

FLE L = =
(32-6%)@ F B kAR AR
- (21.1%)8 #H 2 # > p 4] 3%
A2 1% (0.6%)F #F ¢ =~ o
(B 2.3)

Course of Study

2.4. Among the 42683 2019 S6
graduates who were pursuing full-time study,
more than 45% (45.7%) were studying
Bachelor’s degree programmes. Some 33%
(32.6%) were taking post-secondary
programmes and 21% (21.1%) were studying
other full-time courses. Less than 1%
(0.6%) were repeating S6.  (Chart 2.3)

B23 0 g ofesrnldl s hn R e s B 2 p 2019 & 2 2L

#

Chart 2.3 : 2019 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing Full-time Study in the Year of Graduation by

Type of Course

F18 w35
Bachelor's
degree
programmes
19 509 (45.7%)

—_—

LN i
Post-secondary programmes
13 908 (32.6%)

2 > p FlEAe
Other full-time courses
9026 (21.1%)

¥R AR
S6 course

240 (0.6%)

BEGH P FlAr? 2 2 E 4 L #e 42683
Number of S6 graduates who were pursuing full-time study: 42 683

31 HcF FopE 2019 & 10 * pFenfiR

Note: Figures refer to the position as at October 2019.
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2.5. Analysed by type of courses being
taken and school sector of the graduates,
among the 2019 S6 graduates who were
pursuing full-time study, graduates of
schools under the Direct Subsidy Scheme
and local private schools (55.0%) and
government schools (48.6%) registered
relatively higher proportions of studying
Bachelor’s degree programmes than those of
aided/Caput schools (43.8%). On the other
hand, the  proportion of  taking
post-secondary programmes among the
graduates of aided/Caput schools (34.0%)
was higher than those of the graduates of
government schools (31.9%) and schools
under the Direct Subsidy Scheme and local
private schools (24.7%).  (Table 2.2)
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BB F iz 2 2 ¥ D DF RGN A2 EE BT E > p 1849 2019
2 ¥4 L

Table 2.2 : 2019 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing Full-time Study in the Year of Graduation by

Type of Course and School Sector of the Graduates

HAr = v
Course School Sector
ERTET
T TR R Rk ESl S e
Government Aided/Caput DSS/Local Private All
A #c 'ﬁ/,,\LL A #c 'ﬁ/,,\LL A #c 'ﬁ/,,\LL e 'FTA,\LL
No. % No. % No. % No. %
FLEF el 1427 | 48.6 | 14806 | 438 | 3276 | 55.0 | 19509 | 45.7
Bachelor’s degree
programmes!"
Bt A 937 | 31.9 | 11499 | 340 | 1472 | 247 | 13908 | 32.6
Post-secondary programmes®
2 p et 566 | 193 | 7328 | 217 | 1132 19.0| 9026 | 21.1
Other full-time courses®
¢ AL 7 0.2 152 0.4 81 1.4 240 0.6
Secondary 6 course
B 2937 | 100.0 | 33785 | 100.0 5961 | 100.0 | 42683 | 100.0
Total
FEa ) BLEegeriicT e £ Fd R EFFGT A AR~ B THmif s M2 2 s mikhis
1B e g 4 T
?2) % bafendicF ¢33 d ﬁx-—ﬁ()’j—ﬁ‘?’ AT~ R TR~ 0 E H U s g BB
EER JIET 2R RN Fﬁ:ﬁm? 4 Ao
B #e2pil pﬁcﬁm&—} ER AL v g AAGARY B B 2 g BESIR (F Y AR
2 é%’»ﬁéi“ﬂ ) %ME? AT~ M2 T A BIE(1)Z Q)R E D MBS MBI e B YRR
(4) &4;5«& 2019 & 10 ¥ perfiin
(5) ¢ 3w T AR R P AP BRI F A AR T A H AR ARG G D o
Notes: (1) Figures for "Bachelor's degree programmes" include students attending Bachelor's degree programmes offered by

providers of the publicly-funded programmes, providers of self-financing programmes and other overseas institutions.

(2) Figures for "Post-secondary programmes" include students attending Associate Degree programmes and Higher Diploma
programmes offered by providers of the publicly-funded programmes, providers of self-financing programmes and other
overseas institutions.

(3) Figures for "Other full-time courses" include students attending Diploma of Vocational Education programmes, Diploma
of Foundation Studies, Other Diploma programmes, Vocational programmes (including certificate courses and Youth
Employment and Training Programme), Diploma Yi Jin programme and local/non-local courses not mentioned in Note
(1) and Note (2).

(4) Figures refer to the position as at October 2019.

(5) There may be a slight discrepancy between the sum of percentages of individual items and the corresponding totals as
shown in the above table due to rounding.




2.6. PR SN SN LA At
2019 & ¢ = 2 % 4 5L f
(45.7%)# 2018 & ¢ = 2 % 4
(43.7%)% & o ¥ - % & > &
2019 & ¢ = B ¥ 4 ¢ , @ 3}
0 32 (32.6%)% H B > P
# B A2 (21.1%) 0 b B B R
2018 & ¢ = B % 4 g5t g
(34.6%% 21.2%)4 i« o

(B 2.4)

®2.4 :

2.6.

graduates who were studying Bachelor’s

The proportion among the 2019 S6

degree programmes (45.7%) was slightly
higher than that of the 2018 S6 graduates
(43.7%). On the hand, the

proportions of 2019 graduates who were

other
studying post-secondary
(32.6%) and other full-time courses (21.1%)
were slightly lower than those of the 2018 S6
graduates (34.6% and 21.2%).  (Chart 2.4)

programmes

F g AR L R A h A 2 L E T2 2P F135ARH2018% 2019 E ¢ » &
ESeli= eI A LA

Chart 2.4 : Percentage Distribution of 2018 and 2019 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing Full-time
Study in the Year of Graduation by Type of Course
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100%
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20%
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(=

Note:
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Figures refer to the position as at October of the year of graduation.



2B om Location of Further Study

2.7. e 42 683 L M4 B # 2.7. Among the 42683 2019 S6
2Pt kA 2019 & ¢ 2 2 graduates who were pursuing full-time study,
49 590.0% A B B2 90.0% continued studying in Hong Kong.
g8 3 10.0% E # & 3 & Only 10.0% were pursuing full-time study
ok Mg 2 g o (B 2.5) outside Hong Kong.  (Chart 2.5)

®2.5 : #HAEE FHADELEEHTBH 2P 4ART2019 £ ¢ 2 B ¥4 L
Chart 2.5 : 2019 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing Full-time Study in the Year of Graduation by
Place of Study

- S 4
Pursuing further study in
Hong Kong
38 434 (90.0%)

RRBEM R FHESE
Pursuing further study
outside Hong Kong

4249 (10.0%)

BEBFE P A 22 ES L 42683
Number of S6 graduates who were pursuing full-time study: 42 683

3L HF F 2019 & 10 ¢ pFenffin o

Note:  Figures refer to the position as at October 2019.
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2.8. I A0 B B S 1 = T 2.8. The proportion of  graduates

2019 & ¢ = & X 4 ¢ o B studying in Hong Kong among the 2019 S6
b %& F ot 5)(90.0%)2 2018 graduates who were pursuing full-time study
£ ¢ 2 2 FE 4 gt 5] (90.1%) (90.0%) was comparable to that of 2018 S6
~ R4pE o (B 2.6) graduates (90.1%).  (Chart 2.6)

Bl2.6 . #HAF» RH AP L EEFEETRH 2P F5ARD2018% 2019 & ¢ »~ L ¥4
B AT

Chart 2.6 : Percentage Distribution of 2018 and 2019 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing Full-time
Study in the Year of Graduation by Place of Study

100%
Eh IR ] —__ Pursuing further study
wg g outside Hong Kong
80% 9.9% 10.0%
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S
% 60%
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8 90.1% | __— inHong Kong
5 90.0%
% 40%
i=8
20%
0%
2018 2019

& ¥ # i Year of Graduation

T O EFFRBRAZEER 10! PR e

Note:  Figures refer to the position as at October of the year of graduation.
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Type of Course for Pursuing Further Study

outside Hong Kong

2.9. More than 80% (82.8%) of the 4 249
2019 S6 graduates who were studying
outside Hong Kong were pursuing
programmes. The
remaining 11% (10.6%) and 7% (6.6%) were

taking post-secondary programmes and other

Bachelor’s  degree

courses respectively. Analysed by place of
study, 29% (28.9%) of the 4249 S6
graduates were studying in the Mainland,
followed by 21% (21.1%) in Taiwan, 21%
(21.0%) in the United Kingdom, 12%
(11.6%) in Australia, 5% (4.9%) in the
United States of America and 3% (3.2%) in

Canada. (Table 2.3)



%23 L B wi: g Fankaipudl e 2 ¥ E AR B REESH 2P 4
HATGI2019 F ¢ 2 B E 4 LK

Table 2.3 : 2019 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing Full-time Study Outside Hong Kong in the Year
of Graduation by Place of Study and Type of Course

2B E AL
Place of Study Course

g1 8y B H @ >p HlEAz

Bachelor’s degree Post-secondary Other full-time &3

programmes programmes courses All

e '}j/.,\pt A #c 'F',‘;.,\LL A #c 'FTA,\LL A #rc 'ﬁ;,,\ph

No. % No. % No. % No. %
S 1062 30.2 87 19.3 80 28.6 1229 28.9
The Mainland
2 864 24.6 22 4.9 11 3.9 897 21.1
Taiwan
=R 736 20.9 128 284 27 9.6 891 21.0
The United Kingdom
A 357 10.1 100 22.2 37 13.2 494 11.6
Australia
W 142 4.0 49 10.9 16 5.7 207 4.9
The United States of
America
A 107 3.0 20 44 8 2.9 135 32
Canada
i 250 7.1 45 10.0 101 36.1 396 9.3
Others
B 3518 100.0 451 100.0 280 100.0 4249 100.0
Total

e (1) #cx F p2 2019 & 10 2 PFenfiim o
Q) d W ET r B P AN BRI AV AT N E A RAEE T D x .
Notes: (1) Figures refer to the position as at October 2019.

(2) There may be a slight discrepancy between the sum of percentages of individual items and the corresponding totals as
shown in the above table due to rounding.
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