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From Urban Renewal to Gentrification: Citizen’s Participation in the
Reconstruction of New York’s SoHo District

GUO Qiao-hua
( School of Humanities Hangzhou Normal University Hangzhou 310036 China)

Abstract: In the 1950s and 1960s American cities set off a large-scale urban renewal movement in order to remove the slums
and revitalize the central city. This movement made the central city brand-new but it also caused many problems which made
citizens dissatisfied strongly. In the context of the urban renewal movement the SoHo citizens of New York actively participated
in urban development planning formed spontaneously multiple groups and organized a variety of activities against the govern—
ment-led urban renewal programs. With the active participation of the citizens the SoHo district of New York went out of an
artist-dominated road of the gentrification.
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“Shanghai's Remaking”: A Study of Chinese Cities from the
Perspective of Communication

SUN Wei
( School of Journalism Fudan University Shanghai 200433  China)

Abstract: City and communication are premises for each other in the process of human history. Especially since the modern
time both of them have become the outstanding representations of the common construction of modernity. The various dimen—
sion of communication including information transmission public communication meaning generation etc. can be fully dis—
played in the context of modern city. This paper takes “Shanghai’s remaking” as a case study to make an exploration from the
perspective of communication in terms of the renewal of urban physical space and reconstruction of urban spiritual culture as
well as the reproduction of physical space and new interpretation of abstract spirit.

Key words ~ “Shanghai’s remaking”; study of Chinese cities; city communication



