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The Concept of Historic Urban Landscape (HUL) and Its Relation to Cultural Landscape
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Abstract: On 10 November 2011 UNESCO's General Conference adopted a new international instrument to assist in achieving
conservation-driven urban development control: the new Recommendation on the Historic Urban Landscape. This paper explains
the concept of the Historic Urban Landscape, which is to be understood as an innovative way to look at and to understand
living cities in a similar fashion as understanding and interpreting Cultural Landscapes — in fact, the paper outlines the close
relationship with and a borrowing of ideas from the cultural landscape discipline in managing the dynamic context of living
cities. The paper concludes with a set of practical points for the application of the concept, i.e. the Historic Urban landscape
Approach, and additional fields of research as part of a strategic framework that aims to increase understanding of and undertake
work in sustaining and enhancing the quality of the urban environment in China.
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