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On Advantage and Disadvantage of
H. G. Frankfurt’s Definition of
Identification and Autonomy

{Duan Suge, Tianjin Academy of
Social Science, 300191)

Abstract: H. G. Frankfurt calls such an activity as “identify”,
i. e. an agent’s accepting one of his first — order desires as one that should

be satisfied through his action. According to Frankfurt, such activities
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embodies human autonomy. This concept of autonomy considered within
the limits of human practice is persuasive and wins an advantage over the
metaphysically defined ones. But it cannot treat adequately with the
difficulties such as how it can help the establishment of autonomy in the
sense of agent’s identification and integrity.

Keywords: H. G. Frankfurt; justification within the limits of human

practice; identification; autonomy



