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Overseas Chinese and Their Hometown in the Transnational
Cultural Network: A Review of Rebuilding the
Ancestral Village: Singaporeans in China

SHI Qiuxia' ZHOU Min®
( 1.School of Philosophy and Public Administration Sociology Jiangsu Normal University Xuzhou 221116 China;
(2. School of Humanities and Social Sciences Sociology Nanyang Technological University ~Singapore 637332)

Abstract: Rethinking about the relationship between overseas Chinese and their hometown is necessary when the
transnationalism become the new life style of international migration. A Review of Rebuilding the Ancestral Vil-
lage: Singaporeans in China is a classic book and provides a new perspective for transnational practices. This
book shows that the transnational practices of Chinese in Singapore is moral economy in term of the economic and
cultural relations between two clan groups. Chinese clan is a special junction in rebuilding the Chinese culture
and the platform for interactive development of Chinese society. It has important theoretical value that the clan is
regarded as culture network to explore the closing relationship between overseas Chinese and their hometown.

Key words: overseas Chinese; ancestral village in China; transnational practices; moral economy; transnational

culture network
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