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A Study of Lost in Translation from the Perspective of Cultural Dimensions Theory

LIU Heng

( School of Foreign Languages and Literature Yunnan Normal University Kunming 650500 China)
Abstract: Lost in Translation is a movie about disorientation. Loss of direction in one’s life is closely
linked with the stage of life at which he/she is. Such significant changes as undergoing bleak stardom beset
by middle age or getting married right after graduation are able to make one’s life lacking in direction. The
sense of losing direction is felt much stronger when a person is in a totally different cultural environment
where the language cannot be understood by him/her. This study is to analyze the cultural differences in
the film and the impact they have on the two protagonists through Hofstede’s cultural dimensions theory.
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