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achieved and Confucian humanism be given a new impulse.
Keywords: evolving lineages within the philosophy of sciencé “multi-paradigmatic philosophy”;

culture-inclusive theory, ‘co-construction of three traditions”

Benevolent Love and the Conception of the Great Harmony in Modern East Asia: A Discussion

Centered on Kang Youwei Park Eun-sik and Kojima Yuma Zhai Kuifeng Wang Xingfang
Abstract: The concept of “Great Harmony” ( da tong ) from the “Development of Ritual”
( Liyun ) chapter of the “Records of Ritual” ( Liji ) has flourished in Modern Chinese

thought and has been highly esteemed among schools of progressive thought. Of the various
interpretations of da tong academically speaking Kang Youwei’s had the greatest influence. In Kang
Youwei’s view benevolent love is the foundation of the ideal of da tong and by continuously
expanding benevolence its complete realization will lead to a society of Great Harmony. In terms of
intellectual resources Mencius and Buddhism had a strong influence on Kang Youweis conception of
da tong. He believed that commiserating benevolence can connect all religious beliefs. Park Eun-sik
was a modern Korean thinker of the Patriotic Enlightenment movement who was greatly influenced by
Kang Youwei and especially Liang Qichao. He also attached importance to elucidating the ideal of da
tong. Unlike Kang who did not attach much importance to the thought of the school of Wang
Yangming Park was influenced by modern Japanese Yangmingism and highly respected this school of
thought emphasizing the perspective of Wang Yangming's conception of benevolence as “all things are
of one body” (wan wu yi ti ) in his discussion of da tong. Kojima Yuma is a famous modern
Japanese thinker who incorporated the concept of “community” from the German sociologist
Ferdinand Tonnies to interpret Mencius believing Mencius to have been a great sociologist in his own
right. He discussed the idea of a society of Great Harmony by elucidating Mencius’s conception of
“benevolence and righteousness” ( ren yi ) believing that moral consciousness is an important
foundation of such a society. These three men all took benevolent love as the foundation of a society of
Great Harmony in their conception of da tong but each in their elucidations also had his own
characteristics  which together constitute the different ways in which modern East Asian scholars reflect
on and explore the ideal of a beautiful society for humanity.

Keywords: benevolence; Mencius; Wang Yangming; Great Harmony; Gongyang school

The Confucian Ethics Curriculum in Singapore Neo Pengfu

Abstract: Between 1984 and 1992 a “Confucian Ethics” curriculum was offered to third and
fourth year secondary school students in Singapore as an elective subject of moral education. The
Curriculum Development Institute of Singapore a statutory board of the Ministry of Education was
tasked to develop the teaching material of Confucian Ethics and train qualified teachers before the
subject was formally offered to students in the nation. This endeavor of introducing Confucian ethics to
teenagers of 15 and 16 years of age in a comprehensive way via the public school system could be
considered as unusual even in current times not to mention that it actually took place close to 40 years
ago. It was therefore a noteworthy effort of promoting Confucianism in contemporary societies. This
paper presents an analysis on the contents pedagogy and teaching objectives of the curriculum as
well as its impact and significance.

Keywords: Confucianism in Singapore; moral education; civic education; Confucianism;

Confucian ethics; New Confucianism
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