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PAN Haixiao

Abstract: The paper analyzes the fundamental relationship between urban trans-
port and sustainable urban development in China’ s fast urbanizing context. It
points to the importance of urban management capacity to ensure people’ s enjoy-
ment of convenience and mobility without exerting negative externalities on physi-
cal environment, public health and global climate change. It is evident that urban
planning and urban comprehensive transport management is the key components
of urban management capacity. Compared with other mega cities in China such
as Beijing, Guangzhou and Shenzhen, the performance of Shanghai’ s urban trans-
port system is superior in terms of quality of service and environmental impacts.
This was achieved because Shanghai has maintained a clear urban transport poli-
cy orientation for more than 20 years, given the rapid economic development,
fast urban expansion and continued rise in personal incomes. There has been con-
sensus among all stakeholders involved in urban transport planning, management
and infrastructure construction that Shanghai cannot afford endless growth of car
ownership and superstructure of urban transport policy must be designed to limit
the widespread car useage. The introduction of parking space control and motor
vehicle plate bidding are accompanied by the improvement of public transport sys-
tem, including extention of metro networks. However, as conditions change, for
example, shifting of development focus from central city to suburban area, effec-
tiveness of existing policies may decline while suburban areas will play a more
important role in urban sustainability development. Therefore, we must revise or
fine tune the superstructure design of Shanghai’ s urban transport policy to build
it into a world-class green urban transport capital.

Keywords: Shanghai urban transport policy; green transport; transport demand

management
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