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Survey objectives

1.1. Upon the full implementation of the
New Senior Secondary (NSS) academic
structure in the 2012/13 school year, and with
the aims of enhancing the support for the
implementation of the NSS curriculum and
helping students meet their aspirations via
multiple pathways, this Bureau launched the
Secondary 6 (S6) Students’ Pathway Survey
to collect basic information on the educational
status of S6 graduates on an annual basis
since 2012.

1.2. Being the ninth round in the series,
the 2020 survey was conducted to understand
the activity status (including pursuing
full-time study; full-time employment;
part-time employment or part-time study; and
neither employment nor study) of 2019/20 S6
(2020 S6) graduates as at the reference date of

October 2020. Information on the type of
full-time courses being taken by S6 graduates

was also collected in the survey for analyses.

Survey coverage

1.3. The survey covered all 2020 S6
graduates in all local ordinary secondary day
schools offering local curriculum in Hong
Kong (including government, aided and

Caput schools, and Direct Subsidy Scheme
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(DSS) schools and private schools offering

local curriculum).

Data collection

1.4. To facilitate data collection and
input, this Bureau introduced an
e-questionnaire  for all local ordinary
secondary day schools to report information
on their S6 students’ pathways at school level.
All 451 local ordinary secondary day schools
with 2020 S6 graduates (covering a total of
some 45 300 target graduates) responded to
the survey. However, some graduates in the
responded schools did not provide any
information. Overall speaking, information
on the activity status of some 1100 S6
graduates was not available. This report
covers only some 44 200 responded 2020 S6
graduates (i.e. 97.5% of all). Please refer to
the limitations of survey findings in paragraph
1.7.

Quality control

L.5. To ensure the accuracy and reliability
of the findings, the survey was subject to
rigorous scrutiny. Quality control measures
were carried out during the survey operation

and data processing phases.

1.6. Instant  validation checks were
applied in the e-questionnaire. The
validation rules were strictly set and
constituted the major part of quality control in
the data processing stage. These validation
checks could eliminate duplicated returns of

individual school data, inconsistent or



s

AT LR AR ERSE S

RTGOMEREFRE R
COFE R R 2 TR 3
3L e

B EBEPp

L7 B RS AEF 2P DT
AT LZH110048 7k
SE IS R L
B w e B OE 4 g R R
R oo

illogical responses to the survey. Besides,
any dubious answers were clarified by the
statistical ~ officers  through  telephone
follow-ups with the schools concerned. In
this way, mis-reporting errors were minimised

and the validity of data could be ensured.

Limitation of survey findings

1.7. Caution should be taken in
interpreting the figures in this report as the
activity status of some 1 100 non-responded
graduates may be totally different from that of

the responded graduates.
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Chapter 2

Survey Findings
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Activity Status

2.1. Among the 44 186 S6 graduates in
2020 who responded to the survey, 93.9%

were pursuing full-time study.

2.7% were

engaging in full-time employment and 1.9%

were engaging in part-time employment or

part-time study. The remaining 1.5% were

neither being employed nor pursuing any

study.  (Chart 2.1)

R

Chart 2.1 : 2020 S6 Graduates by Activity Status in the Year of Graduation
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Pursuing full-time study
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Full-time employment
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Part-time employment /
part-time study
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Total number of responded S6 graduates: 44 186
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Notes: (1) Total number of 2020 S6 graduates was some 45 300.
(2) Figures refer to the position as at October 2020.

Neither employment nor study
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2.2. There was higher proportion of 2020
S6 graduates who were pursuing full-time
study (93.9%) when compared with these of
2019 S6 graduates (92.0%). On the other
hand, the proportions among the 2020
graduates who were engaging in full-time
employment (2.7%), part-time employment/
study (1.9%) and neither being employed nor
pursuing any study (1.5%) were all lower
than those of 2019 S6 graduates (3.6%, 2.5%
and 1.9%) respectively.  (Chart 2.2)
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Chart 2.2 : Percentage Distribution of 2019 and 2020 S6 Graduates by Activity Status in the Year

of Graduation
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Note:  Figures refer to the position as at October of the year of graduation.



2.3. FEE G B N A 2.3. Analysed by school sector of the

o F 2 ERFF B REE graduates, government schools (94.5%) and
pE B &g 2020 & ¢ 2 & ¥ 4 aided/caput  schools (94.2%) recorded
YR 2P A HEOE A relatively higher percentages of 2020 S6
e(94.5% ¢ 94.2%) 4R ¥ R graduates who were pursuing full-time study.
B oo ¥ - 3 F )I‘u E P OB On the other hand, Direct Subsidy Scheme
ERZ AR PR RER schools and local private schools as a whole
CICEREE R 2 AV S A had the highest percentage of S6 graduates
1 F oA v (3.8%) R & 4T who were engaging in full-time employment
TEREHEY ER o (2 2.1) (3.8%). (Table 2.1)
2210 REZFEGDIFOREFRE L LD DFROFUHIS 2020 £ ¢ A L E I
e
Table 2.1 : 2020 S6 Graduates by Activity Status and School Sector of the Graduates in the Year of
Graduation
A o LR S R
Activity Status School Sector
ETEE
T AL R L ot &3+

Government Aided/Caput DSS/Local Private All

A Kk 'ﬁ,{,\LL A #r 'ﬁ/,,\;L A f ‘FT;,\;L A #c ‘ﬁ;};t

No. % No. % No. % No. %
SR 2920 | 94.5 (32577 | 942 | 5990 | 922 41487 | 939
Pursuing full-time study
2R TE 68 2.2 884 2.6 246 3.8 1198 2.7
Full-time employment
AR LIRS R AR 68 22| 669 1.9 | 104 16| 841 19
Part-time employment /
part-time study
AL eI 35 11| 469 14| 156 24| 660 | 15
Neither employment nor study
Bk 3091 100.0 | 34599 | 100.0 | 6496 | 100.0 | 44186 | 100.0
Total

B (1) #eF F P 2020 # 10 7 el

Q) #IF L imEF BB 45300 CEAAEGN2020F ¢ A BEA P 544200 L v RAEES o H 2B
’3’17—F)~}1r§£~€15 fu;"'v’%§ —‘%m)l,lflo

() d 2w T AR P AP BRI GE A AP T N2 e T
Notes: (1) Figures refer to the position as at October 2020.

(2) Figures cover only some 44 200 responded graduates out of a total of some 45 300 target 2020 S6 graduates. Please refer
to the limitations of survey findings in paragraph 1.7.

(3) There may be a slight discrepancy between the sum of percentages of individual items and the corresponding totals as
shown in the above table due to rounding.
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Course of Study

24. Among the 41487 2020 S6
graduates who were pursuing full-time study,
near 50% (48.7%) were studying Bachelor’s
degree programmes. Some 30% (30.1%)
were taking post-secondary programmes and
21% (20.6%) were studying other full-time
courses. Less than 1% (0.5%) were
repeating S6.  (Chart 2.3)

B2.3: R Fommuile i 2 e > 2 2P 1352020 F¢ 2 2 E AL

#

Chart 2.3 : 2020 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing Full-time Study in the Year of Graduation by

Type of Course

LN
Post-secondary programmes
12499 (30.1%)

Hw > p $lHam
Other full-time courses
8 563 (20.6%)

218>
Bachelor's
degree
programmes
20215 (48.7%)

_——

4

2,

¢ A
S6 course

210 (0.5%)

BF P FlAra? 2 2 E 4 41487

Number of S6 graduates who were pursuing full-time study: 41 487

E: (1) #FF A 2020 & 10 ¢ prenfER o

Q) o ¥ w4ET » B o0 2 RN B SR P E A AR s B s G 0 s e

Notes: (1) Figures refer to the position as at October 2020.

(2) There is a slight discrepancy between the sum of percentages of individual items and the total

as shown in the above chart due to rounding.
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¥4 B F 8L F kA
ERFEFHERZEZ AR R
R (57.4%) v F 2 & R
(51.6%)2 % 4 ch | A b 4p #
BT MR RE
(46.9%) % & - ¥ - * 5 > 3
ERE R A I S 1
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2.5. Analysed by type of courses being
taken and school sector of the graduates,
among the 2020 S6 graduates who were
pursuing full-time study, graduates of Direct
Subsidy Scheme schools and local private
schools (57.4%) and government schools
(51.6%)  registered relatively  higher
proportions of studying Bachelor’s degree
programmes than those of aided/Caput
schools (46.9%). On the other hand, the
proportion  of taking  post-secondary
programmes among the graduates of
aided/Caput schools (31.5%) was higher than
those of the graduates of government schools
(28.0%) and Direct Subsidy Scheme schools
and local private schools (23.8%).
(Table 2.2)
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Table 2.2 : 2020 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing Full-time Study in the Year of Graduation by

Type of Course and School Sector of the Graduates

Ens F g s
Course School Sector
BT R
T EALE e LR s e
Government Aided/Caput DSS/Local Private All
A #c 'FT;.,\LL A #c ’F—TA,\;L A #c 'ﬁ;,,\w- A fic 'F'I‘A}LL
No. % No. % No. % No. %
FLF egad 1507 | 51.6 | 15268 | 469 | 3440 | 574 | 20215 | 487
Bachelor’s degree
programmes"
B A 818 | 28.0 | 10253 | 31.5| 1428 | 23.8 | 12499 | 30.1
Post-secondary programmes®
2w rp4l3ed 587 | 20.1 | 6914 | 212 | 1062 | 17.7| 8563 | 20.6
Other full-time courses®
a2 8 0.3 142 0.4 60 1.0 210 0.5
Secondary 6 course
o 2920 | 100.0 | 32577 | 100.0 5990 | 100.0 | 41487 | 100.0
Total
i (1) L8 P%ﬁ}_mﬁ;:; L2 ] BROEFUFTT P AR R TRt s 2 H s a vt iR B
1B e 4 ‘3}:
Q) B 3aaiicF ¢ B B EFUT B ERATRR BB Tt s 12 s i B
F1E aqe 2 § 5 g adras 4 X i
() £ & 2 p AL DT ¢ 351 p%l%\fs B AAHGHATY G~ A 2 F%ﬁz FAL (¢ feEd e
32 TRYeF 8344 ) @.1&? G A ~ L2 T A (1) L(Q)E F Ak S #\,ﬁ\u g R PETIRAR
Py S
(4) 3 F pt 52020 & 10 ¢ penfiie o
() d 3w BT B P AN BRI PP A AT R B R EeE G T o
Notes: (1) Figures for "Bachelor's degree programmes" include students attending Bachelor's degree programmes offered by

providers of the publicly-funded programmes, providers of self-financing programmes and other overseas institutions.

(2) Figures for "Post-secondary programmes" include students attending Associate Degree programmes and Higher Diploma
programmes offered by providers of the publicly-funded programmes, providers of self-financing programmes and other
overseas institutions.

(3) Figures for "Other full-time courses" include students attending Diploma of Vocational Education programmes, Diploma
of Foundation Studies, Other Diploma programmes, Vocational programmes (including certificate courses and Youth
Employment and Training Programme), Diploma Yi Jin programme and local/non-local courses not mentioned in Note
(1) and Note (2).

(4) Figures refer to the position as at October 2020.

(5) There may be a slight discrepancy between the sum of percentages of individual items and the corresponding totals as
shown in the above table due to rounding.




2.6. DI S S LA O
2020 & ¢ = B ¥ 4 5l p
(48.7%)# 2019 & ¢ = & % 4
(45.7%)% & - ¥ - = & > H
2020 & ¢ = B ¥ 4 ¢ o i3 3
L 2 (30.1%)% H 8 > p
H B A2 (20.6%) 5 v b 3B R
2019 & ¢ = B ¥ 4 g1k §

(32.6%% 21.1%)F & o
(B 2.4)

Bl2.4 :

2.6.

graduates who were studying Bachelor’s

The proportion among the 2020 S6

degree programmes (48.7%) was slightly
higher than that of the 2019 S6 graduates
(45.7%). On the hand, the

proportions of 2020 graduates who were

other

studying post-secondary programmes
(30.1%) and other full-time courses (20.6%)
were slightly lower than those of the 2019 S6
graduates (32.6% and 21.1%).  (Chart 2.4)

F il anAr i N R s e 2 EE I > p PIEAE20192 2020 ¢~ &

EA AR T

Chart 2.4 : Percentage Distribution of 2019 and 2020 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing Full-time
Study in the Year of Graduation by Type of Course
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Notes:

B 2P A
21.1%

Other full-time
courses
20.6%

v ;ﬁvfi /

0.6%

R
32.6%

FLE i
45.7%

S6 course
0.5%

Post-secondary
programmes
30.1%

Bachelor's degree
programmes
48.7%

2019

2020

2 ¥ & {» Year of Graduation

H&EFFrpeETEreix1072 2= 21 S
Q) d *w T B s

SR BRIED S A AR AT A S A BBt s .

(1) Figures refer to the position as at October of the year of graduation.

(2) There may be a slight discrepancy between the sum of percentages of individual items and the corresponding totals as

shown in the above chart due to rounding.
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2 8 uom Location of Further Study

2.7. e 41 487 ¢+ #4132 # 2.7. Among the 41487 2020 S6
> P # A2 2020 &# ¢ 2 & graduates who were pursuing full-time study,
¥ 47 5 85.5% B A kMg 2 85.5% continued studying in Hong Kong.
g 23 145% F # & 3 & Only 14.5% were pursuing full-time study
ot e Ry 2 (B 2.5 outside Hong Kong.  (Chart 2.5)

®2.5 : HAFP R A DI EEPHEE 2P 3202020 ¢ 2 2 E D A4
Chart 2.5 : 2020 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing Full-time Study in the Year of Graduation by
Place of Study

R X S 4
Pursuing further study in
Hong Kong

35478 (85.5%)

PR STSTE N Y
Pursuing further study
outside Hong Kong

6 009 (14.5%)

B H 2P AR 2 2 E 4 L 41487
Number of S6 graduates who were pursuing full-time study: 41 487

L BeF F 2020 £ 10 ¥ pEenfER o

Note: Figures refer to the position as at October 2020.
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2.8. S S0 B B T 1 = T 2.8. The proportion of graduates
2020 & ¢ o B ¥ 4 ¥

v R studying in Hong Kong among the 2020 S6
V=S fI*u F ot B (85.5%)8%& 2019 graduates who were pursuing full-time study
£ ¢ 2 2 F 4 5t 5 (90.0%) (85.5%) was lower than that of 2019 S6
L o (B 2.6) graduates (90.0%).  (Chart 2.6)

B2.6: #HAFRFHLPEEEEREFTEHE 2P FI3AEN20192 2020# ¢ ~ 2 ¥4
BT

Chart 2.6 : Percentage Distribution of 2019 and 2020 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing Full-time
Study in the Year of Graduation by Place of Study

100%
R B E ——_ Pursuing further study
K- R outside Hong Kong
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0
S
% 60%
§ eI A Pursuing further study
8 90.0% __— in Hong Kong
5 85.5%
/:; 40%
{8
20%
0%
2019 2020

& ¥ # i Year of Graduation

T EF AP ALEER 0 PR o

Note:  Figures refer to the position as at October of the year of graduation.
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Type of Course for Pursuing Further Study

outside Hong Kong

2.9. Almost 90% of the 6 009 2020 S6
graduates who were studying outside Hong
Kong (i.e. 5170 or 86.0%) were pursuing
Bachelor’s  degree
remaining 521 (8.7%) and 318 (5.3%) were

taking post-secondary programmes and other

programmes. The

courses respectively. Analysed by place of
study, 1877 (31.2%) of the 6009 S6
graduates were studying in the Mainland,
followed by 1 577 (26.2%) in Taiwan, 1 071
(17.8%) in the United Kingdom, 652
(10.9%) in Australia, 270 (4.5%) in Canada
and 157 (2.6%) in the United States of

America.  (Table 2.3)
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Table 2.3 : 2020 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing Full-time Study Outside Hong Kong in the Year

of Graduation by Place of Study and Type of Course

By s
Place of Study Course
L i B His 2P A
Bachelor’s degree Post-secondary Other full-time &4
programmes programmes courses All
A #c ’F]‘A,\LL A #c ’FTA,\LL A #c 'ﬂ*;.,\pt A #r 'FTA,\LL
No. % No. % No. % No. %
o 1618 31.3 117 22.5 142 4477 1877 31.2
The Mainland
e A 1509 29.2 49 94 19 6.0 1577 26.2
Taiwan
=R 916 17.7 126 24.2 29 9.1 1071 17.8
The United Kingdom
Al 511 9.9 112 | 215 29 9.1 652 10.9
Australia
ME 224 43 31 6.0 15 4.7 270 4.5
Canada
R 122 2.4 30 5.8 5 1.6 157 2.6
The United States of
America
#i 270 52 56 10.7 79 24.8 405 6.7
Others
B 5170 100.0 521 100.0 318 100.0 6 009 100.0
Total

e (1) 3 F 42020 £ 10 0 pEFenfER

() d ww T b o

Notes: (1) Figures refer to the position as at October 2020.

SAPN BRI D G A AR T o B A e A e

(2) There may be a slight discrepancy between the sum of percentages of individual items and the corresponding totals as
shown in the above table due to rounding.
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