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The substation by Glasgow-based architectural
practice NORD (Northern Office for Research
and Design) belongs to a family of technical
infrastructure buildings at the Olympic site in
London's East End. During the 2012 Olympics, it
provides electricity needed for the Games, and
afterwards in legacy for the new urban district.
Its permanence is unambiguously expressed by
the architecture of the building, by its heaviness
and monolithic simplicity, which deliberately
distinguishes itself from the spectacular play of
shapes characterising the sports facilities, for
example the notched crown of the high-tech
Olympic Stadium or Zaha Hadid's curvy swimming
centre.

Simultaneously, the building makes strong
reference to the tradition of British industrial
architecture. Among its famous predecessors are the
brick cathedrals such as the Bankside and Battersea
Power Stations in London. However, the architects
from NORD also found references in the immediate
surroundings, in the anonymous brick architecture
of factories and warehouses in the Lower Lea Valley,
which mutated from a contaminated industrial
brownfield site into an Olympic Park, following
the model of English gardens. Eventually, a local
recreation area will be built here, which will provide
the residents not only with a better connection to
public transport and a network of cycle paths and
footpaths, but will also offer new habitats for the
native flora and fauna.

Formally, the substation presents itself as an
abstract sculpture: a solid, angular volume on the
north-western boundary of the Olympic site. The
eye-catcher is the envelope from coal-black brick.
A of the fuel that fired the industrial
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revolution? Maybe, but in any case a reverence to
the cleared away predecessor with window cases
and corners constructed from particularly robust
black brick.
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Transformers, switchgear cooling units and a
control room are accommodated inside the 80 m
long building. What initially appears as a closed
all-over skin when viewed from the outside is in
actual fact a differentiated surface of excellent
workmanship, sometimes load-bearing structure,
sometimes cladding and then again permeable
latticework. Where the transformers are positioned
in load-transferring in-situ concrete foundations,
the brick only provides a facing. In large parts of the
socle zone, however, the facade has a load-bearing
function. In the area of the towers, which conceal
the cooling units located behind, the brickwork
bond is perforated. This alternation in the facade
texture makes the building lighter towards the top;
this is especially intriguing at night when the open-
work and during the day seemingly solid envelope
of the tower is transformed into a filigree lantern.
From a functional point of view, the openings are
used for natural ventilation and lighting of the
technical rooms. Pragmatism and poetry enter into
a subtle relationship in this single-purpose building.

Last but not least, the electrical substation also
fulfils the ecological specifications of the master
plan. The roof is covered with a thin layer from
crushed brick and gravel, which was immediately
colonised by spontaneous vegetation of local wild
plants. And if birds start to nest in the brickwork,
this is quite the intention, too. [] (Amber Sayah,
Published in Brick12 by Callwey)
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/Design Team: NORD ¥ 573 55 F7 . B/ 8- 3445

ZEWITER (£549i%1T) /NORD Architecture: Alan
Pert; Andrews Associates (Structure Designer)

2B # /Building's Purpose: 2012 ML HEARE
& /Substation for 2012 Olympic Park

£ FER /Useable Floor Area: 1 810m*

v /Client: 3E[E &R /UK Power Networks
FAFEKE /Brick Type: ¥ /Facing brick
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