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THE STUDY ON SPATIAL STRUCTURE CHARACTERISTICS OF CHINA’S CITY
NETWORK BASED ON THE LOGISTICS ENTERPRISE NETWORK

DONG Qi, ZHEN Feng
(School of Architecture and Urban Planning, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: In this paper, the author briefly explains the increasingly important role of modern logistics in Chi-
na’s current economic development and city network’ s forming process, and then takes the data of distribu-
tions of offices of several major domestic logistic companies as basis to construct a China’s city network us-
ing Peter. J. Taylor’s quantitative method for reference, and presents China’s city network with three urban
flow diagrams of high, medium and low contact intensity. As a review, the author looks into theoretical and
empirical researches on city network home and abroad, and related domestic researches on logistics, then re-
veals that while modern logistics is becoming an important accelerator of urban economy and an undeniable
factor to strengthen urban connections, studies focused on the relationship between urban geography and lo-
gistics are so far insufficient, and former studies of city network rarely chose logistics as entry point. In our
study, we believe connection between logistic firms of different cities can reflect flows of both information
and commodities between cities. And the quantitative method based on the distributions of offices of domes-
tic logistic firms is capable of helping better scrutinizing China’s city network. Through analysis we discov-
er that China's city network is featured by noticeable hub-node hierarchy and different levels of contact inten-
sity. Each of the three giant city clusters has its respective performance in appealing to logistic firms, net-
work structure, the primacy ratio of center city, and the proportion of internal and external relations. Region-
al universality and hub-and-spokes characteristic of logistic industry grant administrative factor more power-
ful influence on cities' overall linkage index. Logistic industry has rapidly spread in China, while the whole
modern logistic system still needs to be consummated. As a national strategic emerging industry, modern lo-
gistics will speed up affecting and shaping China's future city network.
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Tab.1 Agglomeration Value of Logistics Enterprises and the

Number of Headquarters of Each Selected City
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Agglomeration Value of Logistics Enterprises
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