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On the Social Role of Medieval Paris University and Its Conflict

LI Yong-quan HU Qin-xiao
(College of Education Science, Qufu Normal University, Qufu, Shandong, 273165)

Abstract: The relationship between medieval Paris University and society has an important signifi-
cance in higher education research. Some features can be found by analyzing the medieval Paris Univer-
sity in the concept of social role ; (1) at the beginning, there was extensive interaction between the uni-
versity and church; (2) university met the church’s expectations in religious knowledge and talent; (3)
the university behavior model are mainly religious; (4) in subsequent development, the control of secu-
lar power to university increased; and the secular power hoped university to train the secular talent and
then contend with the church; (5) university also tended to be secular in behavior model. The Paris U-
niversity was in the conflict of religion and secular, but this conflict also played a positive role on uni-
versity autonomy, academic freedom and organizational structure at the same time.

Key words: middle ages; Paris University; social role
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The Vicissitudes Logic of Stratification System of
Higher Education Academic Profession

v LI Zhi-feng
(Institute of higher education, Wuhan University of Technology , Wuhan , Hubei , 430070)

Abstract; Division of labor in society promoted the spring up of academic profession and the forma-
tion of stratification system. In the later times of Middle Ages in Europe, the occupation of professor
became a new social systematic occupation, The emergence of the occupation of teaching assistant was
the first inner stratification in colleges and universities, which reflected the feature of automatic stratifi-
cation of professor. Afterwards, this in turn emerged occupations such as lecturer, assistant professor,
associate professor etc. , and formed a systematic stratification structure, which indicated the character-
istic of induced institutional change, In China, academic profession of colleges and universities formed a
four-level stratification system; professor, associate professor, lecturer, and teaching assistant. During
the change of stratification system, it generally experienced four main stages: four-level stratification,
single-level stratification, four-level stratification, four-level and thirteen grades, which indicated the
feature of compulsory systematic change from top to bottom. At present, the stratification system of
academic profession of colleges and universities in China has the features as follows: the combination of
governmental guiding and universities’ self-leading, efficiency-centered and position-centered.

Key words: college teacher; academic profession stratification; system change
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