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Frankfurt Housing Reform in the 1920s
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[ Abstract] In Europe in the early 20th century, the trauma of war and the explosive population growth
made urban housing increasingly tense, and many low-income people were homeless. Under the impetus of the
government, modernist architects began to conduct research on the design of minimum housing, hoping to carry
out large-scale construction with the lowest cost of living units to alleviate the housing crisis. Taking the Frankfurt
housing reform led by Ernst May as an example, this article explores the minimalist residential design at the time.
As an ideal practice of modernist architects, this is only a possible attempt of modern housing construction, but the
efficiency and optimality it represents have formed a universal creed that can hardly be underestimated in European

society at the time.
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