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This is the sixty issue in a series of Special Topics
Reports to present the results of the supplementary
enquiries conducted via the General Household
Survey (GHS).

Objective

The GHS is a continuous sample survey which has
been conducted since August 1981. Its primary
objective is to collect information on the labour
force, employment, unemployment  and
underemployment.  On the other hand, the
supplementary enquiries attached to the GHS are
conducted on an ad hoc basis to collect specified
statistical data on a wide range of social topics
required by  Government bureaux and
departments.

Topic included in this report
Topic (Enquiry period)

Self-employment
(October to December 2011)

Rounding of figures

There may be a slight discrepancy between the
sum of individual items and the total as shown in
the tables owing to rounding.

Symbol

The following symbol is used throughout the
report :

1 Estimates less than 1 000 (including zero
figures) and related statistics derived
based on such estimates (e.g.
percentages and rates) are not released
due to very large sampling errors.

Previously
Reports

published Special Topics

The list of past Special Topics Reports published
in this series is given in Appendix 3.

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
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Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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1. To allow better understanding of the
labour market, an enquiry on “Self-employment”
was conducted via the General Household Survey
during October to December 2011. This enquiry
aimed at providing information on the
characteristics and employment situation of
self-employed persons and their situation prior to
their becoming self-employed.

2. The key findings of the enquiry are
summarised below. They refer to the situation at
the time of enumeration, i.e. October to December
2011.

(@) 200 600 persons aged 15 and over who,
in their main employment, worked for
profit or fees in their own
business/profession and were neither
employed by someone nor employing
others (referred to as self-employed
persons hereafter)

Employment situation at the time of enumeration

¢ Their median duration of having been
self-employed was 10 years to less than 11
years. (Table 1k)

¢ Self-employment was more commonly
observed among employed persons in higher
age groups and employed persons with
primary education and below. (Tables la
and 1c)

¢ Compared with the total employed
population, a much higher proportion of the
self-employed persons was engaged in the
transportation, storage, postal and courier
services, information and communications
sector and worked as plant and machine
operators and assemblers (such as drivers).
(Tables 1d and 1e)
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¢ Some 20% of them became self-employed
due to the custom of their trade/norm of their
industry while 19% became self-employed
because they preferred to start their own
business.  Another 18% did so as they
would like to have better self-control on
working hours. About 9% became
self-employed because they considered that
it was difficult for them to get employed
owing to their low qualification, low skill
level or old age and another 7% would like
to gain more earnings/profit. (Table 1j)

¢ Some 62400 persons (about 31% of all
self-employed persons) became
self-employed during the 5 years before
enumeration.  Among them, 46 700 had
been  economically active (including
employed and unemployed persons) and
15 700 had been economically inactive (e.g.
students and home-makers) prior to their
becoming self-employed. (Table 2)

(b) 43300 self-employed persons who
became self-employed during the 5
years before enumeration and had
been employed persons prior to
becoming self-employed

Employment situation prior to becoming
self-employed

¢ Their median length of service in the last job
prior to becoming self-employed was 3 years
to less than 4 years. (Table 4c)

¢ While 96% of them were employees in their
last job prior to becoming self-employed, 4%
were employers in their last job. (Table 4b)

¢ Some 71% of them left their last job on their
own accord (e.g. starting own business or
being not satisfied with the last job). On
the other hand, 23% left their last job
involuntarily due to such reasons as
“company closed down” and “post
abolished”. (Table 4a)

Gesr o P A RS I ekt -viii- Social data collected via the General Household Survey
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(Tables 4h and 4i)
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| Introduction

11 An enquiry on self-employment was
conducted via the General Household Survey
during October to December 2011 to collect
information on the characteristics of self-employed
persons and their situation prior to their becoming
self-employed (including their economic activity
status and employment status, working experience
and job-seeking experience, if any, before
becoming self-employed). Similar enquiries were
conducted during April to June 2003 and April to
June 2010.

1.2 About 9900 households within a
scientifically selected sample were successfully
enumerated, constituting a response rate of 83%.
Within those households, persons identified to be
self-employed persons through the core part of the
General Household Survey were asked gquestions
pertaining to their present line of business and the
situation prior to their becoming self-employed,
which included :

(@ for all self-employed persons, the main
reason for becoming self-employed, the
duration of having been so, the duration
of having been engaged in the present line
of business, and the usual days of work
per week and usual hours of work per
working day (or usual hours of work per
week for those persons without a fixed
number of working days per week) in the
present line of business;

(b) for those who became self-employed
during the 5 years before enumeration,
their economic activity status,
employment  status  (if  previously
employed) and job-seeking experience (if
had previously sought work in Hong
Kong) prior to becoming self-employed:;
and

(c) for those who became self-employed
during the 5 years before enumeration and
had been employed persons prior to their
becoming self-employed, their working
experience in the last job before
becoming self-employed (such as main
reason for leaving the last job, industry
and occupation in which they were

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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engaged, and length of service in that
job), and whether the industry sector
and/or occupation group in the present
line of business differed from that in the
last job.

1.3 Detailed analysis of the demographic and
socio-economic characteristics (e.g. age, Ssex,
educational attainment, industry and occupation in
the present line of business) of self-employed
persons was made under the framework of the
General Household Survey.

1.4 Based on information collected from the
interviewed households, the situation relating to the
entire population in Hong Kong can be inferred.
Please see the part on “Survey methodology” in
Appendix 1 of this report for details on the survey
coverage.

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Il Concepts and definitions

2.1 For the purpose of the enquiry, a
“self-employed person” referred to one who, in
his/her main employment, worked for profit or fees
in his/her own business/profession and was neither
employed by someone nor employing others.

2.2 On the definition of part-time job
adopted in this enquiry, a self-employed person’s
main employment had to fulfil the following
criteria to be regarded as a “part-time job” :

(@ the number of usual days of work per
week was less than 5 (for a person with a
fixed number of working days per week);
or

(b) the number of usual hours of work per
working day was less than 6 (for a person
with a fixed number of working days per
week); or

(c) the number of usual hours of work per
week was less than 30 (for a person
without a fixed number of working days
per week).

However, persons who usually worked 24 hours
per shift were excluded, regardless of the number
of usual days of work per week.

2.3 For a person with more than one job, the
job on which he/she spent most of his/her time at
the time of enumeration was regarded as his/her
main employment. All other jobs were regarded
as secondary employment. In this enquiry, the
present job referred to the main employment of a
self-employed person if he/she had more than one
job at the time of enumeration.

2.4 It should be noted that the distribution of
self-employed persons by different variables
obtained in this enquiry was slightly different from
the one obtained in the General Household Survey
conducted during the same period. This is
because the two distributions were derived from
different samples. Please see the part on “Survey
methodology” in Appendix 1 of this report for
details on the reliability of the estimates.

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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25 For operational convenience and to
minimise respondents’ burden, the questions used
in this enquiry to identify the respondents’
economic activity status prior to their becoming
self-employed were less comprehensive than those
adopted in the core part of the General Household
Survey.

2.6 Besides, for questions which necessitated
the self-employed persons to recall certain past
events, such as providing information to facilitate
the classification of their employment status or
economic activity status prior to becoming
self-employed, the answers provided by
respondents might be prone to considerable
memory error.

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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111 Major findings of the enquiry

A. Overall analysis on self-employed persons

3.1 It was estimated that there were 200 600
self-employed persons at the time of enumeration,
representing 5.5% of the total employed population
at the time of enumeration. (Table 1a)
Age and sex

3.2 Of those 200 600 self-employed persons,
29.8% were aged 50-59.  The figure was
significantly  higher than the corresponding
proportion of 21.2% among the total employed
population. As a result, the median age of those
200 600 self-employed persons, at 48, was higher
than that of 40 among the total employed
population at the time of enumeration. Analysed
by sex, there were proportionally more males
(73.0%) than females (27.0%) among all
self-employed persons, with the sex ratio being
2 700 males per 1 000 females. (Table 1a)

3.3 Generally speaking, employed persons in
higher age groups had higher rate of taking up
self-employment, conceivably due in particular to
their longer work history on average and hence
greater confidence in decision-making and
risk-taking generally. The rate of taking up
self-employment was the highest for employed
persons aged 60 and over (14.2%), whereas the
corresponding rate was the lowest for employed
persons aged 20-29 (3.4%). Analysed by sex, the
rate of taking up self-employment for male
employed persons was significantly higher than that
of their female counterpart, at 7.8% and 3.1%
respectively. (Table 1a)

Marital status

3.4 The widowed, separated or divorced
employed persons were more likely to take up
self-employment. The rate of taking up
self-employment was 9.3% for widowed, separated
or divorced employed persons and 6.3% for
married employed persons, while that for never
married employed persons was 3.7%. This was
probably because a greater proportion of widowed,
separated or divorced employed persons belonged
to higher age groups with higher rate of taking up
self-employment. (Table 1b)

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Educational attainment

3.5 Of those 200 600 self-employed persons,
59.5% had secondary/sixth-form  education,
followed by 27.7% for self-employed persons with
post-secondary education. Compared with the
total employed population, those 200 600
self-employed persons had a relatively larger
proportion having primary education and below
(12.8%, against 10.6% for the total employed
population) and a relatively smaller proportion
having post-secondary education (27.7%, against
34.3% for the total employed population). Among
employed persons at different levels of educational
attainment, those with primary education and below
were most likely to take up self-employment (with
the rate of taking up self-employment at 6.8%),
followed by employed persons with
secondary/sixth-form  education (5.9%). In
comparison, the rate of taking up self-employment
was much lower for employed persons with
post-secondary education, at 5.2% for employed
persons with post-secondary non-degree education
and 45% for employed persons with
post-secondary degree education. (Table 1c)

Industry sector in present line of business

3.6 Some 28.5% of the self-employed persons
worked in the transportation, storage, postal and
courier services, information and communications
sector in their present line of business, which was
distinctly larger than the corresponding proportion
of 11.8% for the total employed population. On
the other hand, there were only 20.1% of the
self-employed persons who worked in the public
administration, social and personal services sector,
smaller than the corresponding proportion of 25.9%
for the total employed population. (Table 1d)

3.7 Analysed by sex, the largest proportion of
male self-employed persons was engaged in the
transportation, storage, postal and courier services,
information and communications sector (38.1%).
For female self-employed persons, the largest

proportion was engaged in the public
administration, social and personal services sector
(37.6%). (Table 1d)

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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3.8 Among various major industry sectors,
employed persons engaged in the transportation,
storage, postal and courier services, information
and communications sector and the construction
sector had higher rates of taking up
self-employment, at 13.5% and 6.0% respectively.
This was mainly attributable to the unique
employment structure of the sectors concerned.
The corresponding rates for employed persons in
the retail, accommodation and food services sector,
the import/export trade and wholesale sector and
the manufacturing sector were much lower, at
4.0%, 3.9% and 2.5% respectively. (Table 1d)

Occupation group in present line of business

3.9 Of those 200 600 self-employed persons,
42.1% were managers and administrators,
professionals and associate professionals in their
present line of business and 26.3% were plant and
machine operators and assemblers (the vast
majority of them were self-employed drivers).
The  occupational  distribution of  female
self-employed persons differed greatly from that of
male self-employed persons. Some 57.1% of
female self-employed persons were managers and
administrators,  professionals and  associate
professionals and 35.3% were service workers and
shop sales workers (such as private tutors). For
male self-employed persons, 36.5% were managers
and administrators, professionals and associate
professionals and 35.7% were plant and machine
operators and assemblers. (Table 1e)

3.10 Among various major occupation groups,
employed persons who worked as plant and
machine operators and assemblers had the highest
rate of taking up self-employment (29.7%), while
workers in elementary occupations had the lowest
rate  (1.0%). The corresponding rates for
employed persons in other major occupation groups
ranged from 6.2% to 7.8%. (Table le)

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Duration of having been engaged in present
line of business

3.11 About 51.3% of the self-employed
persons had been engaged in their present line of
business for 10 years and over; 16.9% engaged for
more than 5 years to less than 10 years; and 31.8%
engaged for 5 years and below. The median
duration of having been engaged in present line of
business in respect of those 200 600 self-employed
persons was 10 years to less than 11 years. (Table

1f)

Whether the present line of business was
full-time/part-time job

3.12 Some 78.2% (157 000 persons) of the
self-employed persons worked full-time in their
present line of business, while the remaining 21.8%
(43 700 persons) worked part-time in their present
line of business (see paragraph 2.2 for the definition
of part-time job). (Table 1g)

Usual hours of work per week

3.13 Some 35.4% of the self-employed persons
usually worked 40 hours to less than 50 hours per
week in their present line of business and 25.9% for
50 hours to less than 70 hours per week. The
median usual hours of work per week in respect of
those 200 600 self-employed persons (45 hours)
was the same as the median hours of work per week
for the total employed population. (Table 1h)

Monthly earnings from main employment

3.14 The monthly employment earnings of
self-employed persons referred to the amount
drawn from the self-owned enterprise for personal
and household use or net earnings from business.
The median monthly earnings from main
employment for those 200600 self-employed
persons was $11,000, less than the median monthly
earnings from main employment in respect of the
total employed population ($12,000). This was
probably because a relatively larger proportion of
self-employed  persons was lesser-educated.
(Table 1i)

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Main reason for becoming self-employed

3.15 The main reasons commonly cited by
self-employed persons for becoming self-employed
included “custom of trade/norm of industry” (cited
by 19.9% of all self-employed persons), “to start
own business” (18.5%), “better self-control on
working hours” (17.8%), “unlikely to get employed
because of low qualification/low skill level/old
age” (8.9%) and “to gain more earnings/profit”

(7.3%). (Table 1j)
3.16 The distribution of male self-employed
persons by main reason for becoming

self-employed was broadly similar to the overall
pattern in respect of all self-employed persons.
However, compared with male self-employed
persons, a higher proportion of female
self-employed persons cited “better self-control on
working hours” (22.8%), “to start own business”
(21.2%) and “more spare time to take care of
housework/take care of children, older persons,
disabled or sick members at home” (11.5%) as their
main reason for becoming self-employed (against
16.0%, 17.5% and 1.4% respectively for their male
counterpart). (Table 1j)

Duration of having been self-employed

3.17 Analysed by duration of having been
self-employed, 31.1% of the self-employed persons
had been self-employed for 5 years and below;
17.2%, more than 5 years but less than 10 years;
and 51.7%, 10 years and over. Their median
duration of having been self-employed was 10
years to less than 11 years. Female self-employed
persons had a shorter median duration of having
been self-employed (5 years to less than 6 years)
than their male counterpart (10 years to less than 11
years). Indeed, 44.5% of the female
self-employed persons had been self-employed for
5 years and below, as compared to 26.2% for male
self-employed persons. (Table 1k)

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Economic activity status prior to becoming
self-employed

3.18 Some 62400 persons (31.1% of all
self-employed persons) became self-employed
during the 5 years before enumeration. Among
them, 46 700 (74.9%) had been economically active
and 15 700 (25.1%) had been economically inactive
prior to their becoming self-employed. (Table 2)

3.19 Of those 46 700 self-employed persons
who became self-employed during the 5 years
before enumeration and had been economically
active prior to their becoming self-employed,
43 300 had been employed persons prior to their
becoming self-employed. (Table 2)

Analysis on self-employed persons who
became self-employed during the 5
years before enumeration and had been
economically active persons prior to
becoming self-employed

B(i).

Age and sex

3.20 There were 46 700 self-employed persons
who became self-employed during the 5 years
before enumeration and had been economically
active persons prior to becoming self-employed.
Among them, 53.3% were aged 30-49 and 22.6%
were aged 15-29. Their median age was 38, lower
than that of 48 for all self-employed persons.
Analysed by sex, there were proportionally more
males (68.9%) than females (31.1%). (Table 3a)

Main reason for becoming self-employed

3.21 The main reasons commonly cited by
those 46 700 self-employed persons for becoming
self-employed included “to start own business” (as
cited by 22.1% of those 46 700 self-employed
persons), “better self-control on working hours”
(21.3%), “custom of trade/norm of industry”
(10.6%) and “unlikely to get employed because of
low qualification/low skill level/old age” (9.7%).
There  were  proportionally more  female
self-employed persons who cited “more spare time
to take care of housework/take care of children,
older persons, disabled or sick members at home”
(18.2%) as their main reason for becoming
self-employed when compared to their male

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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counterpart (the corresponding percentage for male
self-employed persons being 3.2%). (Table 3b)

Main channel of seeking work prior to
becoming self-employed

3.22 Some  77.2% of those 46 700
self-employed persons started becoming
self-employed direct and had not sought work in
Hong Kong prior to their becoming self-employed.
Among the remaining 10 600 persons who had
sought work in Hong Kong prior to their becoming
self-employed, 36.7% sought assistance from
friends, relatives or family members and 32.6%
placed or answered advertisement as their main
channel of seeking work. (Table 3c)

Duration of seeking work after leaving the
last job prior to becoming self-employed

3.23 Of those 10600 self-employed persons
who had sought work in Hong Kong prior to
becoming self-employed, 31.8% had sought work
for 1 month to less than 3 months; and 23.2% for
less than 1 month after leaving the last job prior to
becoming self-employed. The median duration of
seeking work after leaving the last job prior to
becoming self-employed in respect of those 10 600
self-employed persons was 2 months to less than 3
months. (Table 3d)

B(ii). Analysis on self-employed persons who
became self-employed during the 5
years before enumeration and had been
employed persons prior to their
becoming self-employed

3.24 Among those 46700 self-employed
persons, some 43 300 became self-employed during
the 5 years before enumeration and had been
employed persons prior to becoming self-employed
at the time of enumeration. For those 43 300
persons, the characteristics of the last job in which
they were engaged prior to becoming
self-employed were analysed below.

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Main reason for leaving the last job prior to
becoming self-employed

3.25 Among those 43300 self-employed
persons, some 9 900 persons (22.8%) involuntarily
left their last job prior to becoming self-employed.
Another 30 900 (71.3%) left their last job on their
own accord. (Table 4a)

3.26 Among those 30900 self-employed
persons who voluntarily left their last job prior to
becoming self-employed, the most commonly cited
reasons for leaving that job were “started own
business” (as cited by 17.5% of those 43 300

self-employed persons), “disliked
long/inconvenient/inflexible  hours of  work”
(11.4%) and  “disliked the nature of
work/administration/colleagues/staff” (11.0%).

For those 9900 self-employed persons who
involuntarily left their last job prior to becoming
self-employed, the most commonly cited reasons
were “company closed down” (as cited by 7.3% of
those 43 300 self-employed persons) and “post
abolished” (3.9%). (Table 4a)

Employment status in the last job prior to
becoming self-employed

3.27 The overwhelming majority (41 400
persons or 95.5%) of those 43 300 self-employed
persons were employees in their last job prior to
becoming self-employed, while another 1700
persons (3.9%) were employers. (Table 4b)

Length of service in the last job prior to
becoming self-employed

3.28 Over half (55.5%) of those 43300
self-employed persons had worked in their last job
for 1 year to less than 7 years prior to becoming
self-employed; 32.2% for 7 years and over; and
12.2% for less than 1 year. The median length of
service in the last job prior to their becoming
self-employed in respect of those 43300
self-employed persons was 3 years to less than 4
years. (Table 4c)

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Whether present line of business/last job
prior to becoming self-employed was
full-time/part-time job

3.29 Among those 43300 self-employed
persons, the vast majority (33 600 persons or
82.0%) were engaged in full-time job in both the
present line of business and the last job prior to
becoming self-employed. On the other hand,
7 300 persons were engaged in full-time job in the
last job prior to becoming self-employed but
part-time job in the present line of business, while
the reverse applied to another 1 400 persons (i.e.
engaged in part-time job in the last job prior to
becoming self-employed but full-time job in the
present line of business). (Table 4d)

Monthly employment earnings in the last job
prior to becoming self-employed

3.30 The median monthly  employment
earnings of those 43 300 self-employed persons in
their last job prior to becoming self-employed
(when the overwhelming majority of them worked
as employees) was $11,000. A more detailed
analysis showed that the median monthly
employment earnings of those 43 300 persons in
their present line of business (when they worked as
self-employed persons) was relatively lower, at
$10,500. (Table 4e)

Whether had changed industry sector in
present line of business compared with the
last job prior to becoming self-employed

3.31 Of those 43 300 self-employed persons,
some 22 000 persons (50.8%) had not changed
industry sector in their present line of business
when compared with that of the last job prior to
their becoming self-employed. The remaining
21 300 (49.2%) reported the opposite. Among
those 21300 self-employed persons who had
changed industry  sector after  becoming
self-employed, 3 700 persons had switched from
the import/export trade and wholesale, retail,
accommodation and food services sector to the
financing, insurance, real estate, professional and
business services sector in their present line of
business. (Tables 4f and 4h)

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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TENF (& BRI T 75 H EA L FTiE
HIa 18— 17 LI FIEE T A7)

3.32 1£3% 43300 AR AL - @iy 2
= (63.7%) BIFEEAEFEER HERAL
Al & —fn TIEtbi g AR - (&
49 Fz 4i)

M. B I A PR ERA LT
R I s TN N
ERyin
BRI

333 EHEHRA 15 700 ARG AR

[l Ry B B N\ L1 Z it R BRSO E B A 1Y
B e A+ - fHECERE IR A > M R ae -
BRI ES IR A LA 61.9% 0 =Rk
PLEAEAS 25.7% > Wi+HZEHJUR ARG
12.4% - Al PR F e H AL BOR —+ 5k - B 5
P e MR ARl TP AL B R R R e
=k o EZEERA LT LMEATISAYEES]
(61.1%) SH5HEME (38.9%) - (% 5a)

% E BN L BTHTE P T8 5 57

334  f£#% 15700 HE A LT > KELIE
ARy E e N LRI RERAE (70.4%) > i 7.6% %
B ZEE - (R5b)

RS ET BN LT BRI

335  fE#% 15700 ZE (B AL o AR
wEiE R ERA LN ERERE A LEC
PERI LIRS, (EFTAZBEEALTA
35.5%fE RULIRIN ) - 5 nREZHIHY A2 Ry
BN > WIERHREN EESIEEETE - HAth
Erimte RN EAE T ESGT ) (20.6%) K

TITRERIEL TR, (141%) - (R 5c)

EF e PR SR e g Bk
BT REE

ERRITEE BIFGTE
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Whether had changed occupation group in
present line of business compared with the
last job prior to becoming self-employed

3.32 Of those 43 300 self-employed persons,
over three-fifths (63.7%) had not changed
occupation group in their present line of business
when compared with that of the last job prior to
becoming self-employed. (Tables 4g and 4i)

C. Analysis on self-employed persons who
became self-employed during the 5 years
before enumeration and had been
economically inactive persons prior to
becoming self-employed

Age and sex

3.33 There were 15 700 self-employed persons
who became self-employed during the 5 years
before enumeration and had been economically
inactive persons prior to becoming self-employed.
Compared with the total employed population, they
were relatively younger. Some 61.9% of them
were aged 20-29, 25.7% were aged 30 and over
and 12.4% were aged 15-19. Their median age
was 22, being 22 for males and 23 for females.
There were proportionally more females (61.1%)
than males (38.9%). (Table 5a)

Economic activity status prior to becoming
self-employed

3.34 The  majority of those 15700
self-employed persons were students (70.4%) prior
to their becoming self-employed while 7.6% were
home-makers. (Table 5b)

Main reason for becoming self-employed

3.35 Among those 15700 self-employed
persons, the most commonly cited main reason for
becoming self-employed was “better self-control on
working hours” (as cited by 35.5% of those
self-employed persons). It was probably because
many of those self-employed persons were young
persons who were not the major breadwinners of
their families.  Other commonly cited reasons
included “to supplement household income”
(20.6%) and “custom of trade/norm of industry”
(14.1%). (Table 5¢)

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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ARG (B B T4 5 Industry sector in present line of business
3.36 2 15700 L EEA T - 4 76.3%7%¢ 3.36 Some 76.3% of those 15700
ENHLTE - e R IR > 1 13.7%8HI] self-employed persons were engaged in the public
WELSE - (R~ HEE - B R PEFIRKE - administration, social and personal services sector.
(% 5d) Another 13.7% were engaged in the financing,
insurance, real estate, professional and business
services sector. (Table 5d)
HAlF (B E TS T B 40 Fl Occupation group in present line of business
3.37 F:Z 15700 ZHE1E AT » KEF4Y 3.37 Of those 15700 self-employed persons,

(68.4% ) FRIF(EREARE TIE K psISHE A&
(BIATRANFHE ) » 59 27.7% B3 R
BIEEANE - (K5e)

EEF YRR ST g R
ST R
BRIHTRE BUNSTER

4
T

.

/N

ﬂ%ﬁ”ﬁ*
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the majority (68.4%) were engaged as service
workers and shop sales workers (such as private
tutors). Another 27.7% were professionals and
associate professionals. (Table 5¢e)

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Table 1a  Self-employed persons by age and sex
g
SR e
Self-employed persons Total
I} LS & employed
Male Female Overall population
ANE ANE N
No. of No. of No. of

a3 il persons F57EL EEF*  persons (HorEE BB persons EHyEE PR HLE

Age group ('000) %  Rate* ('000) %  Rate* (000) %  Rate* %

15-19 1.0 0.7 6.2 s 1 s 19 10 56 1.0

20 - 29 12.2 8.3 3.7 121 224 3.1 24.3 121 34 19.9

30-39 222 152 5.2 10.7  19.7 2.1 32.9 164 35 25.7

40-49 389 26.6 7.9 143 264 3.0 53.2 265 55 26.7

50 - 59 489 334 106 109 20.1 3.6 59.8 298 7.8 21.2

> 60 23.1 158 159 5.2 9.6 9.7 28.4 141 142 5.5

&t 146.4 100.0 7.8 54.2 100.0 3.1 2006 100.0 55 100.0

Overall” (73.0) (27.0) (100.0)

Fle B (5%) 49 41 48 40

Median age

(years)

R Y (E{ERIEE MR G B R R A Notes: * As a percentage of the total employed
HEE R « DR+ A2 FILRES population in the respective age and sex
MERLE AN LR > 6.2% 5 H B A1 - sub-groups.  For example, among all male

employed persons aged 15-19, 6.2% were
self-employed persons.
fORESENNE BT ETE R A AT * Figures in brackets represent the
1AV E7rEE percentages in respect of all self-employed
persons.
1 -16- Social data collected via the General Household Survey
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Special Topics Report No. 60
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



B ALEEEE R Self-employment

% 1b gy N WAkl OI=E YN 142

Table 1b  Self-employed persons by marital status and sex

[
SHEA T RN
If- | LS
Self-employed persons Total
9} 7 &3 employed
Male Female Overall population
NE NE NE
No. of No. of No. of
A AR persons B 57kl EE#*  persons FiorEL BEEE* persons FHIyEE bhER* Horth
Marital status ('000) %  Rate* (000) 9%  Rate* ('000) %  Rate* %
TEARGELE 262 179 44 202 373 3.0 46.4 231 37 34.6
Never married
B4 111.7 76.2 9.0 265 48.9 2.8 138.2 68.9 6.3 60.4
Married
wE s 8.6 59 176 75 138 6.1 16.1 8.0 9.3 5.0
A
Widowed/
separated/
divorced
= 146.4 100.0 7.8 542 1000 3.1 200.6 100.0 55 100.0
Overall
SRR o TE(E RS IAR S R MR A S SH S R RS ek Note: * As a percentage of the total employed
FEANOBETEE o DIFTARERGEEN S population in the respective marital status
MEEEZE AT R 4.4% 5 E AL - and sex sub-groups.  For example, among
all male employed persons who were never
married, 4.4% were self-employed
persons.
eEFE PSR SR g &R -17- Social data collected via the General Household Survey
EATREERSE Special Topics Report No. 60

FHREITERE BIFSETERE Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Table 1c  Self-employed persons by educational attainment and sex
g
i ST
Self-employed persons Total
I} LS & employed
Male Female Overall population
N N N it
HEEE No. of No. of No. of
Educational persons F43EL EB#*  persons FH4rEL ER#*  persons FH4rEE EEE* BH47EE
attainment ('000) %  Rate* ('000) %  Rate* ('000) %  Rate* %
INE LD 205 140 113 51 94 26 256 128 6.8 10.6
Primary and
below
thEd /FER 96.2 65.7 9.0 23.2 428 24 1194 595 5.9 55.0
Secondary/
sixth-form”
HEHE
Post-secondary
- IR 75 51 50 69 127 56 143 71 52 8.1
non-degree
- By 222 152 4.7 190 351 42 412 206 4.5 26.2
degree
=t 146.4 100.0 7.8 542 1000 3.1 200.6 100.0 55 100.0
Overall
S L FEEBIBEEE MR aE NS R Notes: * As a percentage of the total employed
FEANONBETEE - DI B/ N R DUT population in the respective educational
BEREHIFEE AN LRG> 11.3% 5 attainment and sex sub-groups.  For
Hig N1 o example, among all male employed
persons with primary education and below,
11.3% were self-employed persons.

AT EZERENALEEE D —ZE g * Persons with secondary educational
HHEREEN AL METERSEEE attainment include those with Secondary 1
FIANLRIEFERE AR R EHEEREER to Secondary 5 education while persons
ANdz e with sixth-form educational attainment

include those with Secondary 6 to
Secondary 7 education.
7 -18- Social data collected via the General Household Survey
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Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Table 1d  Self-employed persons by industry sector in present line of business and sex
R AL | s
Self-employed persons FL¥EAN
Total
5B . &% employed
, . Male Female Overall opulation
e 0F S0 P8
PRI T N N N
KER No.of B4y No.of H%or No.of HEH47
Industry sector in present persons [b Eb#* persons  [E EEZE* persons  EE EEE*  Habb
line of business ('000) % Rate* ('000) %  Rate*  ('000) %  Rate* %
Bk 3.0 21 34 s s T 3.3 17 25 3.7
Manufacturing
fEcy 175 119 64 s i t 17.6 8.8 6.0 7.8
Construction
HEH 18 5 Je st e 154 105 58 55 10.2 2.1 20.9 104 3.9 15.1
Import/export trade
and wholesale
TE - (FEY EREE 138 94 54 9.2 17.0 2.9 23.0 115 4.0 15.9
%
Retail, accommodation®
and food services
g~ BJE gﬁﬂz& 558 38.1 17.2 1.3 2.4 1.3 57.1 285 135 11.8
HIRART ~ B
#EH
Transportation,
storage, postal
and courier services,
information and
communications
R OR  HE - 209 142 56 166 305 50 374 186 53 19.3
B2 K s P AR
Financing, insurance,
real estate,
professional and
business services
INFEATE s e & 199 136 7.0 204 37.6 3.1 40.3 201 43 25.9
(EPNGI-EE
Public administration,
social and personal
services
HAl F ¥ F 1 1 t f 1 1 0.6
Others
=t 146.4 1000 7.8 54.2 1000 3.1 200.6 100.0 55 100.0
Overall
SRR L (FERITTEE BRI S aH PG R R Notes: * As a percentage of the total employed population
AN E 73 EE - Liﬁﬁﬁ"‘%*”%%ﬂ’\j in the respective industry and sex sub-groups.
Bt A B > 3.4% B E A For example, among all male employed persons
4 - who were engaged in the manufacturing sector,
3.4% were self-employed persons.
W FEREEEEE - i - RS RE @ Accommodation  services  cover  hotels,
P AL HA(E 18 AR B MRS BEAL guesthouses, boarding houses and  other
establishments providing short term
accommodation.
e E PR A SRSt g B -19- Social data collected via the General Household Survey

FATREEREE
EFERREFTRE BUFSETER

Special Topics Report No. 60
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Table 1e  Self-employed persons by occupation group in present line of business and

Sex
Hie AL | Eg
Self-employed persons PEE AL
4 N Total
p - % &% employed
SR E RO Male Female Overall opulation
P =
Al N NE N
Occupation group No. of No. of No. of
in present line persons F47EE EEZ*  persons H4rEE EEE*  persons H4rEE EEER* Haorth
of business ('000) % Rate*  ('000) % Rate*  ('000) % Rate* %
@éfi&ﬁﬂ(@j”( 535 36.5 6.6 309 571 5.7 844 421 6.2 38.2
NS £ I
THENEZEA B

Managers and
administrators,
professionals
and associate
professionals

R TA/ERREE 150 103 6.0 19.2 353 6.3 342 170 6.2 15.7
HE NS

Service workers
and shop sales

workers
TEERARBAE 200 137 81 t ¥ f 200 100 738 6.8
Craft and related
workers
e Ffkest®fE 523 357 304 i s 1 52.7 263 29.7 4.8
=& i =
Plant and
machine
operators and
assemblers
JERET T A 51 35 21 25 45 05 75 38 10 20.0
Elementary
occupations
HoAth, f t 1 12 23 03 1.7 09 03 14.6
Others
&5 146.4 100.0 7.8 54.2 100.0 3.1 200.6 100.0 5.5 100.0
Overall
SR L FEBIRRE MR N EE RS EESE A Note: * As a percentage of the total employed
AV ESTER © DUFRA ERRESH K 1T Bk population in the respective occupation
NE ~ BHEREHEEE N B BIEZE and sex sub-groups.  For example, among
AN+ Efil > 6.6%FE @ AT - all male employed persons working as
managers and administrators, professionals
and associate professionals, 6.6% were
self-employed persons.
arEE P*ﬁulﬁﬁ&ﬁ}:hf?ﬂ’ﬁj:@ﬁﬂ -20- Social data collected via the General Household Survey
ESvaw i Vi Special Topics Report No. 60
ﬁ%ﬁﬁlﬁﬁl@ Eﬁlﬁ&ﬁﬁfﬁ Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Table 1f  Self-employed persons by duration of having been engaged in present line of

business

TR SRR Y ] N it
Duration of having been engaged in present line of No. of persons H4rth

business ('000) %
D7 E B 9.8 4.9
< 6 months
ANE A 2R —F 6.0 3.0
6 months — < 1 year
— /PR 16.8 8.4
1-<2years
W2 LA 313 15.6
2 —5years
HEM EZ DR +4F 338 16.9
>5— <10 years
TEEDNTE 36.9 18.4
10— < 15 years
ThERIE 66.0 32.9
> 15 years
HeEt 200.6 100.0
Total

TR SRR I S 5 Y BT R A 8
Median duration of having been engaged in present line of
business

HEF DR

10 — < 11 years

bR E e Py R T B2 -21-
5 PR s

Social data collected via the General Household Survey

Special Topics Report No. 60

FHREITERE BIFSETERE Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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% 19 FHREER R R R 2R, SR EH TIES orEEALBH
Table 1g Self-employed persons by whether the present line of business was full-
time/part-time job

PR SRHVERS B A 2 0 I R H T NE
Whether the present line of business was full-time/ No. of persons HEE
part-time job ('000) %

2R TAE 157.0 78.2

Full-time job

B o R I T AE> 43.7 21.8

Part-time job*

4E =t 200.6 100.0

Total

SRR L ¢ ERE AR EEAEERNE A TEH L Note: * A person was regarded as working
WESE TR ARSEETERT part-time if he/she usually worked for less
TE/DIA 7S/ INEE 5 Bt iy SR T/EH than 5 days per week or less than 6 hours
B R EE {ﬁ@ﬁ%lf’ﬁ/})}{\gﬂ— per working day if the number of working
JNBE 0 R e g fR B e S A i R days per week was fixed, or less than 30
HITAE - hours per week if the number of working

days per week was not fixed, in his/her
main employment.

% 1h HEREE TEREEI T EEANLEH

Table 1h  Self-employed persons by usual hours of work per week

L rE YN
Sl Nan Total employed
Self-employed persons population*
NE
P TAERS By No. of persons  E 43tk Horth
Usual hours of work per week ('000) % %
<18 20.9 10.4 4.1
18 -<30 12.3 6.1 4.0
30-<40 29.3 14.6 10.7
40 -<50 71.0 35.4 46.1
50-<70 51.9 25.9 314
>70 15.3 7.6 3.6
HaEt 200.6 100.0 100.0
Total
5 PR R T PRI i 45 45
Median usual hours of work per week
HEE Y AWEEESEFI RN E R TEIF Note: * Figures in this column referred to the
- actual hours of work during the seven days
before enumeration.
RerEEPgEt ﬁﬁ&ﬁ}:hf?ﬂ’ﬂj:@‘ﬁﬂ -22- Social data collected via the General Household Survey
ESvaw i Vi Special Topics Report No. 60
ﬁ%ﬁﬁjﬁﬁ[ﬁ Eﬁlﬁ&ﬁ%{‘ﬁ Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Table 1i  Self-employed persons by monthly earnings from main employment

SRR AL
HiE AL Total employed
Self-employed persons population
FHERBA C&r) N
Monthly earnings from main employment No. of persons [=pages H47Ek
(HK$) ('000) % %
< 4,000 23.0 114 11.0
4,000 - 5,999 15.5 7.7 3.5
6,000 — 7,999 14.2 7.1 9.5
8,000 — 9,999 27.3 13.6 14.3
10,000 — 14,999 54.9 27.4 22.6
15,000 - 19,999 23.1 11.5 11.0
> 20,000 42.7 21.3 28.1
aE =t 200.6 100.0 100.0
Total
A EHWAPAE CET) 11,000 12,000
Median monthly earnings from main employment
(HK$)
ReFE PSS ERENTE SR -23- Social data collected via the General Household Survey
EATREERSE Special Topics Report No. 60

FHREITERE BIFSETERE Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Table 1j  Self-employed persons by main reason for becoming self-employed and sex

&
Male Female Overall
\ NE NE NE
% B B e A F EFRH No. of No. of No. of
Main reason for becoming persons  H4rth persons Horth persons T4k
self-employed ('000) % ('000) % ('000) %
TTEERVEAR AT DL 334 22.8 6.6 12.2 40.0 19.9
B A L5 TIF
Working as self-employed was
generally the custom of
trade/norm of industry
TEHCAZE 25.6 175 11.5 21.2 37.1 18.5
To start own business
ATDLE ORI TAER 23.4 16.0 12.3 22.8 35.8 17.8
Better self-control on working
hours
PRERFE(R, /S K TR /4 16.4 11.2 15 2.8 17.9 8.9
LN AB GRS
Unllkely to get employed
because of low qualification/
low skill level/old age
AT DA S S A BRI 12.3 8.4 2.3 4.2 14.6 7.3
To gain more earnings/profit
AIEIN TAERY# & TIE 9.3 6.3 2.0 3.6 11.2 5.6
R AR e B CHYZEK

Wages/working conditions of
jobs likely to be available did
not fulfil own expectations

&ib%’;ﬁgﬁﬁjuﬁaﬁﬂfiﬁiﬁ 5 tE% 21 14 6.2 115 8.3 4.1

SLE ~ RAAEGRE
More spare time to take care of

housework/take care of
children, older persons,
disabled or sick members at

home
WIAER P A REE 4.2 2.8 2.9 5.3 7.0 35
il VA=

To have more control on work
procedure and style

Ho& e B’]éi‘%fﬁx@*ﬁ/ 55 3.7 1 1 6.0 3.0
%WE&E CACEH A EH
AH LA = EWA?Z
o NEEHE
Stopped employmg any staff
because of unfavourable
business/reduction in cost in
own company/closure of
own company

NEX A 14.3 9.8 8.4 15.5 22.7 11.3
Others

QE =T 146.4 100.0 54.2 100.0 200.6 100.0
Total

fesrE Pt HE I EMS g ER -24- Social data collected via the General Household Survey
AT RS E Special Topics Report No. 60

ERRNITHE BUFSHEE Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Table 1k  Self-employed persons by duration of having been self-employed and sex
7 &3
Male Female Overall

{354 LTS No.of No. of No.of
Duration of having been persons 4yt persons  E4yth persons  F4yEh

self-employed ('000) % ('000) % ('000) %
B E 5.6 3.8 4.0 75 9.6 4.8
< 6 months
SAEE B —IE 3.7 25 23 4.2 6.0 3.0
6 months — < 1 year
R DA 8.8 6.0 7.4 13.6 16.2 8.1
1-<2years
TE A 20.2 13.8 10.5 19.3 30.7 15.3
2 —5years
TR F SR 23.4 16.0 11.1 205 345 17.2
>5-<10years
E IR 29.8 20.3 7.1 13.1 36.9 18.4
10 — < 15 years
+FHERDE 54.9 37.5 11.8 21.8 66.8 33.3
> 15 years
4=t 146.4 100.0 54.2 100.0 200.6 100.0
Total
WEL R LN/ TS FFEEPRT—F FARCSE Y IAVAY TEEVIRT—F
Median duration of having 10 — < 11 years 5 - <6 years 10 — < 11 years

been self-employed

REFE kPR AERERSt g &R
FATREEREE
ERRITRE BUNF4ETER

-25-

Social data collected via the General Household Survey

Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Table 2 Self-employed persons who became self-employed during the 5 years before
enumeration by economic activity status prior to becoming self-employed

= H e TAERIBVET &8 5 7 NE
Economic activity status prior to becoming No. of persons =P
self-employed ('000) %
LR EE) 46.7 74.9
Economically active
BLAEA A 43.3 69.4
Employed persons
LFENA 3.4 5.4
Unemployed persons
JEPEFLOREE) 15.7 25.1
Economically inactive
B4 11.1 17.7
Students
PIEER 5 1.2 1.9
Home-makers
At 3.4 5.5
Others
HaEt 62.4 100.0
Total
RerEEPgEt ﬁﬁ&’i%ﬁﬂ’ﬂi@ﬁﬂ -26- Social data collected via the General Household Survey
ESvaw i Vi Special Topics Report No. 60
ﬁ%ﬁﬁjﬁﬂ&[ﬁ Eﬁlﬁ&ﬁ%{‘ﬁ Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Table 3a  Self-employed persons who became self-employed during the 5 years before
enumeration and had been economically active persons prior to becoming
self-employed by age and sex

SR A FE NS E R AL
I 2 Al R S48 S8 AV E R A
Self-employed persons who became self-employed during s
the 5 years before enumeration and had been economically %i ED
active persons prior to becoming self-employed % 1/'(\)tal
% S &% employed
Male Female Overall population
ANE ANE N it
No. of No. of No. of

a3 el persons Forth LEA*  persons HoyEh Eh#*  persons Hpbh EhE* Horth

Age group ('000) % Rate* ('000) % Rate* ('000) % Rate* %

15-29 6.5 20.1 1.9 41 283 1.0 106 226 1.4 20.9

30-139 85 26.2 2.0 52 358 1.0 13.7 292 1.5 25.7

40 - 49 82 254 1.7 31 212 0.7 113 241 1.2 26.7

> 50 9.1 283 15 21 1438 0.6 113 241 1.2 26.7

ot 32.2 100.0 1.7 14.5 100.0 0.8 46.7 100.0 1.3 100.0

Overall” (68.9) (31.1) (100.0)

e A E (%) 41 35 38 40

Median age (years)

SRR * EERIAEE BRI A EE R A Notes: * As a percentage of the total employed
CIEEE - DA+ A2 Uiy population in the respective age and sex
FVERLE AN L Rl - 1L.9% RAE4RET Al fL sub-groups.  For example, among all male
N R B RN L1 2 Bl B LSS employed persons aged 15-29, 1.9% were
ATV E AL self-employed persons who became

self-employed during the 5 years before
enumeration and had been economically
active persons prior to becoming
self-employed.

b RSN T EURE T A R R TR AR Figures in brackets represent the
PR By B A LT 2 Al A e SR E ) percentages in respect of all self-employed
NEHIBRBA LR ATEAYE 77 - persons who became self-employed during

the 5 years before enumeration and had
been economically active persons prior to
becoming self-employed.

eEFE PSR SR g &R -27- Social data collected via the General Household Survey

FATREEREE
EFERREFTRE BUFSETER

Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Table 3b  Self-employed persons who became self-employed during the 5 years before
enumeration and had been economically active persons prior to becoming
self-employed by main reason for becoming self-employed and sex

BB E R LA LS E A
Main reason for becoming
self-employed

&5
Male Female Overall

No. of
persons

('000)

No. of No. of

[Epaz persons 43tk persons 43tk
% ('000) % ('000) %

EHCAIZE

To start own business

A PLE CER TIERFE
Better self-control on working
hours

TR0V AT — % A
SHEINaw=gs MK(E

Working as self-employed was
generally the custom of
trade/norm of industry

NERFE (R, Fe iR AR 6
K AEHZHE

Unllkely to get employed
because of low qualification/
low skill level/old age

57%7"2 IR R 1 1E
HeRE U ~ RESNER

BZE

More spare time to take care of
housework/take care of
children, older persons,
disabled or sick members at
home

AN TAERY e LAE
IR AE e B CHYZR

Wages/working conditions of
jobs likely to be available
did not fulfil own
expectations

AT USRS = YA SRR

To gain more earnings/profit

HAt
Others

AEET
Total

7.4

5.9

4.6

4.1

1.0

2.8

1.7

4.7

32.2

22.9 2.9 20.1 10.3 221

18.4 4.0 27.8 10.0 21.3

14.2 s 1 5.0 10.6

12.8 s 1 4.5 9.7

3.2 2.6 18.2 3.7 7.9

8.6 s s 3.3 7.1

5.2 s 1 2.3 4.9

147 2.9 20.2 7.7 16.4

100.0 145 100.0 46.7 100.0

R&rE kPR ARSIt g &R
FATRHERES
ERRITEE BIFRRTE

-28- Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Table 3c  Self-employed persons who became self-employed during the 5 years before
enumeration and had been economically active persons prior to becoming
self-employed by whether had sought work in Hong Kong prior to
becoming self-employed/main channel of seeking work then

WEB R LIFAIA S ERBIE TIE HEFHELFFT
e L EHT £ Z

Whether had sought work in Hong Kong prior to becoming NE
self-employed/main channel of seeking work prior to No. of persons B>
becoming self-employed ('000) %*
EE R TIFRNE AR A E T 36.1 77.2

Had not sought work in Hong Kong prior to becoming
self-employed

WeEE e LIERI G R B E LE 10.6 22.8
Had sought work in Hong Kong prior to becoming
self-employed

[ ~ FIRECR A ZK 7] 3.9 (36.7)
Sought assistance from friends, relatives or family
members
Tl B o] 7 35 (32.6)
Placed or answered advertisement
[EIJE [ 1.5 (14.2)
Answered advertisement on the Internet
Aty 1.7 (16.4)
Others
HEt 46.7 100.0
Total
R ¢ HESEANAVEERURAE T A A4 R LA Note: * Figures in brackets represent the
WK £y E e A\ LT 2 Bl R fE B 48 s JE &) percentages in respect of all self-employed
AT S EFEERS TENEEA LT persons who became self-employed during
EREES =R the 5 years before enumeration and had

been economically active persons and had
sought work in Hong Kong prior to
becoming self-employed.

REFE PR R ER S g SR -29- Social data collected via the General Household Survey
éB/\ ROt E Special Topics Report No. 60
FHREITERE BIFSETERE Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Table 3d

B B LA BT BIRE TIE /B EEA T RIS S —
i TAER = TIERHIR & IV ERET AT L E N R B B A L1 Z A A AE
BLMEEA LI EEALBHE _

Self-employed persons who became self-employed during the 5 years before
enumeration and had been economically active persons prior to becoming
self-employed by whether had sought work in Hong Kong prior to becoming
self-employed/duration of seeking work after leaving the last job prior to
becoming self-employed

WEBERE LIERTA S ERBIE TIE R A e
N LFTH R 1% 17 LI ER e LTFHTHIE

Whether had sought work in Hong Kong prior to becoming N ¢
self-employed/duration of seeking work after leaving the No. of persons Hoeb*
last job prior to becoming self-employed ('000) %*
B E g LIFADE A e R B E T 36.1 77.2

Had not sought work in Hong Kong prior to becoming
self-employed

B E e TIFRT G AEE BT _ 10.6 22.8
Had sought work in Hong Kong prior to becoming
self-employed

D1 2.5 (23.2)

< 1 month

— i E L= 3.4 (31.8)

1 — < 3 months

= Z LN 1.3 (12.1)

3 — < 6 months

N ZE LTI 1.2 (11.3)

6 — < 9 months

T RLLL: 1.7 (15.7)

>9 months

EH R e Em = L F ¥ *)

Continued

seeking work at the time of enumeration

BRI 2% E RN R — (7 T FETE T Z1EHE L= A
TEHTEET 1 %, 2 — < 3 months

Median duration of seeking work after leaving the

last job prior to becoming self-employed”
HaEt 46.7 100.0
Total
HE Y BRSNS FEE N ERT A ESET I A Notes: * Figures in brackets represent the
PR R B A LT 2 Rl R B4R S8 percentages in respect of all self-employed
AL EEERETENE AL F persons who became self-employed during
P&y B 57 e - the 5 years before enumeration and had
been economically active persons and had
sought work in Hong Kong prior to
becoming self-employed.
tEESE R R E TR E R " Excluding those self-employed persons
ANEWAEIEEN - who continued seeking work at the time of
enumeration.
fesrE Pt HE I EMS g ER -30- Social data collected via the General Household Survey

FATRHERES

Special Topics Report No. 60

ERRNITHE BUFSHEE Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Table4a  Self-employed persons who became self-employed during the 5 years
before enumeration and had been employed persons prior to becoming
self-employed by main reason for leaving the last job prior to becoming
self-employed

e B e TIFRTBER St — (7 TIFAY E2 R N
Main reason for leaving the last job prior to becoming No. of persons =R
self-employed ('000) %
B FERE R 30.9 71.3
Voluntarily leaving job
STwh=llES 7.6 17.5
Started own business
AN EB IR & AT E RN 5.0 11.4
Disliked long/inconvenient/inflexible hours of work
ANEBTIEHEE AEHTE FEBE 4.9 11.0

Disliked the nature of work/administration/
colleagues/staff

W AR (& BtE A R 3.2 75
Unsatisfactory earnings/poor employee benefits
PR, EREERE - BRGNS 2.7 6.3

Took care of housework/took care of children, older
persons, disabled or sick members at home

FHIAAEE/ (dE R Bk 1.3 2.9
Resigned on own accord due to old age/health problem
HAt 6.4 14.7
Others
(F548)

(To be cont’d)

ftsrE P s A E TS SR -31- Social data collected via the General Household Survey
EATREERSE Special Topics Report No. 60

FHREITERE BIFSETERE Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Table 4a  Self-employed persons who became self-employed during the 5 years

(Cont’d) before enumeration and had been employed persons prior to becoming
self-employed by main reason for leaving the last job prior to becoming
self-employed

e B e TIFRTEER Rt — (0 TIF EZ A (48) N
Main reason for leaving the last job prior to becoming No. of persons H47Ek
self-employed (Cont’d) ('000) %
7F B R 9.9 22.8
Involuntarily leaving job
N EEERETE 32 7.3
Company closed down
TN HEHUH 1.7 3.9
Post abolished
AR = Sy S ) 1.3 3.1
Changed employment status as arranged by company
HAl 3.7 8.5
Others
HAth - FEEA) B R E R T S TR 2.5 5.9
Others - Completed work as initially agreed with the
employer*
aEct 43.3 100.0
Total
R * (B T EHE 2RI A BB E R Note: * The offer of appointment and terms of
RIBEXEGLIEA - employment agreed between an employer

and an employee might or might not be on
a formal contractual basis.

eEFE PSR TR g &R -32- Social data collected via the General Household Survey
AT RS E Special Topics Report No. 60

ERRNITHE BUFSHEE Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Table 4b  Self-employed persons who became self-employed during the 5 years before
enumeration and had been employed persons prior to becoming
self-employed by employment status in the last job prior to becoming
self-employed

R B e N ERITE SR g — 07 TIRHVREE S 70 N i

Employment status in the last job prior to becoming No. of persons =R
self-employed ('000) %

(= 41.4 95.5

Employees

B+ 1.7 3.9

Employers

HAth s f

Others

4EET 43.3 100.0

Total

e E PR A SRSt g B -33- Social data collected via the General Household Survey

EATREERSE Special Topics Report No. 60

FHREITERE BIFSETERE Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Table4c  Self-employed persons who became self-employed during the 5 years before
enumeration and had been employed persons prior to becoming
self-employed by length of service in the last job prior to becoming
self-employed

fle s B B N LR & — {0 TIERERE & N

Length of service in the last job prior to becoming No. of persons EPaiss
self-employed ('000) %

IDFA—AF 5.3 12.2

<1 year

—EEE DR 5.8 13.4

1-<2years

WA 2/ DY TUAE 11.6 26.7

2 — <4 years

Ut Yy A 6.7 15.5

4 — <7 years

THEEDIHRTE 4.1 9.5

7 —<10years

T RUE 9.9 22.7

> 10 years

ya=t 43.3 100.0

Total

Rl Ry B @ AN LR & — 0 TARRIERAE & ¥ =FEDRIUE

Median length of service in the last job prior to 3 —<4years

becoming self-employed

eEFE PSR TR g &R -34- Social data collected via the General Household Survey
AT RS E Special Topics Report No. 60

ERRNITHE BUFSHEE Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Table 4d

Self-employed persons who became self-employed during the 5 years before

enumeration and had been employed persons prior to becoming
self-employed by whether present line of business/last job prior to
becoming self-employed was full-time/part-time job

iRy H e N ATt — {0 TIE

Last job prior to becoming self-employed

20T A Ay iR “a
Full-time Part-time* Overall
ANEL N
No. of No. of No. of
PR ZERS persons  E47EE persons  E47EL persons 47k
Present line of business ('000) % ('000) % ('000) %
R TE 33.6 82.0 1.4 56.7 34.9 80.6
Full-time
H oI T AE™ 7.3 18.0 1.0 43.3 8.4 19.4
Part-time*
%Eﬂ‘# 40.9 100.0 2.4 100.0 43.3 100.0
Total” (94.4) (5.6) (100.0)

AR 0 EE AR ESEFE ERY A TE 8L

BE R TV A RS HETIER T
TE/D RSN Bt M T e
B R - (LSRR TR DR =1
N BIHE B 0
[ o

TSNV BURE TR RSt TR TL4F
WR R B B A1 Z AT Rt 2 A0y E
B AL R SRy E L -

REFE kPR AERERSt g &R
FATREEREE
ERRITRE BUNF4ETER

-35-

Notes: * A person was regarded as working

part-time if he/she usually worked for less
than 5 days per week or less than 6 hours
per working day if the number of working
days per week was fixed, or less than 30
hours per week if the number of working
days per week was not fixed, in his/her
main employment.

Figures in brackets represent the
percentages in respect of all self-employed
persons who became self-employed during
the 5 years before enumeration and had
been employed persons prior to becoming
self-employed.

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Table 4e Self-employed persons who became self-employed during the 5 years before
enumeration and had been employed persons prior to becoming
self-employed by monthly employment earnings in the last job prior to
becoming self-employed

il Ry B B AN LR & — (0 TAFHIEE H SR A

(A&IT) N

Monthly employment earnings in the last job prior No. of persons HEE

to becoming self-employed (HK$) ('000) %
< 8,000 55 12.7
8,000 — 9,999 10.2 234
10,000 — 14,999 16.3 37.7
15,000 - 19,999 3.0 6.9
> 20,000 8.4 19.3
Gl = 43.3 100.0
Total
% Fe B BN LRl % — TAERE HEEEUA 11,000

A CEIT)

Median monthly employment earnings in the last
job prior to becoming self-employed (HK$)

eEFE PSR TR g &R -36- Social data collected via the General Household Survey
AT RS E Special Topics Report No. 60

ERRNITHE BUFSHEE Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Self-employed persons who became self-employed during the 5 years before
enumeration and had been employed persons prior to becoming
self-employed by industry sector in present line of business and industry
sector in the last job prior to becoming self-employed

il Ry B B N AT t&— (0 TAEFT A TR

Industry sector in the last job prior to becoming self-employed

7= 4f

Table 4f

MO R )
Hed - B - AR S R
FEEOREE  BECURRR e - H o
k% % EehomR REEARE ARTBC g
Import/export Transportation, Financing, S AE AR
trade and storage, postal and insurance, real Public
wholesale, retail, courier services, estate, administration,
accommodation”  information and professional and social and
IR AV EL AT B and food services _communications business services _personal services
S, ';%
(TSR N N AB N
Industry sector in present No. of persons No. of persons No. of persons No. of persons
line of business ('000) ('000) ('000) ('000)
HEHOE S LR - BE - 7.3 1.1 2.2 ¥
EX e S Yihe
Import/export trade and wholesale,
retail, accommodation®” and
food services
i~ B -~ BB R 2.9 3.8 f t
Ak ~ &R AR
Transportation, storage, postal and
courier services, information and
communications
eRb - Rk HE - HER 3.7 1 6.2 f
P FH 7
Financing, insurance, real estate,
professional and business
services
AT ~ 118 S AE A AR 1.7 ¥ 1.5 33
Public administration, social and
personal services
HAt it 1 1 1
Others
=g 15.7 5.9 10.4 4.9
Total” (36.1) (13.7) (23.9) (11.3)
5 7 BN E RIS Notes: * Figures in brackets represent the percentages

TN AR B IR A LT Z A Ry A+
ERA L FATERE T -

O}

O (ErEAR s AR - A - RS A
TEB AR R A B -

bR E e Py R T B2 -37-
5 PR s

EFERREFTRE BUFSETER

in respect of all self-employed persons who
became self-employed during the 5 years
before enumeration and had been employed
persons prior to becoming self-employed.

Accommodation  services cover hotels,
guesthouses, boarding houses and other
establishments ~ providing  short  term

accommodation.
St pas
)
(To be cont’d)
Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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R AT () IR EH R BRI R S il & B B A L RHlSAR — (0 TIEFTEHY
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Table 4f
(Cont’d)

Self-employed persons who became self-employed during the 5 years
before enumeration and had been employed persons prior to becoming

self-employed by industry sector in present line of business and industry
sector in the last job prior to becoming self-employed

AFs H B N LRI & —17
TAERTEBAYI TS ()

Industry sector in the last job

prior to becoming self-employed (Cont’d)

ReRE AL
HCA qaEt Total employed
. . Others Total opulation
S iR SEEe T =
(NE Vil N 5
Industry sector in present No. of persons  No. of persons Horkb "otk
line of business ('000) ('000) % %
HHOE 5 s - T8 - 1.8 13.3 30.7 31.0
(EEY R R
Import/export trade and wholesale,
retail, accommodation®® and
food services
g ~ B~ B SRR 15 9.2 21.3 11.8
A% ~ &R SmER
Transportation, storage, postal and
courier services, information and
communications
Rl ~ prbg > HE - BHER t 11.6 26.8 19.3
7 FH A s
Financing, insurance, real estate,
professional and business services
DNHATE > 1 S AR 1 7.6 17.5 25.9
Public administration, social and
personal services
HAth, 1.4 1.6 3.7 121
Others
Gast’ 6.4 43.3 100.0 100.0
Total” (14.9) (100.0)
SR T RSN T A TR AR Notes: * Figures in brackets represent the

PR Ry B e A LT ARy st A LAY E
e AL AT ST E TR -

O (EER S E RS - EEE - ke A
SER I E RS B R B -

=\

ek (B P AR B 2R
ATy
ERHITRE BORYE

b

-38-

percentages in respect of all self-employed
persons who became self-employed during
the 5 years before enumeration and had
been employed persons prior to becoming
self-employed.

@ Accommodation services cover hotels,
guesthouses, boarding houses and other
establishments  providing short term
accommodation.

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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= 49

e N+
Table 49

BRSO BRI B AL AR TR
YR IS Y R AL PR R A LT 2 RS A L

Self-employed persons who became self-employed during the 5 years before

enumeration and had been employed persons prior to becoming
self-employed by occupation group in present line of business and
occupation group in the last job prior to becoming self-employed

i Fs B R ARl &—

U TAERT B AR Al

Occupation group in the last job prior to becoming self-employed

Z“@%)j’a B(@SZ TERARANE
N e fkasi 1’!5
REEHHEEN S B A8
Managers and IR TAE Craft and related .
administrators, );‘zrﬁ—ir“fﬁ’%j\/g workers, plant JER T
professionals Service workers and machine TA
and associate and shop sales operators and Elementary
- professionals workers assemblers occupations
fﬁﬁffﬁtgﬁﬁ BT
L Sl Nt Nt Nt AE
Occupation group in No. of persons No. of persons No. of persons No. of persons
present line of business ('000) ('000) ('000) ('000)
S B T I A N\ B B 3 16.6 15 14 1.0
JEHBEE N B
Managers and administrators,
professionals and
associate professionals
AR5 A e sl E 80 & N & 2.4 35 + 1
Service workers and shop
sales workers
I%é)jﬁ?’g‘ﬁ'é)&; if,%% )4 1.6 1.0 7.0 s
PSR i B e
Craft and related workers,
plant and machine
operators and assemblers
JER i T A _ * ¥ t 1
Elementary occupations
HoAth 1 ¥ F s
Others
dECt* 21.1 6.0 8.4 1.9
Total* (48.7) (13.9) (19.4) (4.5)
R * ESRNNE TFERIEE T A E R TR LR Note: * Figures in brackets represent the

BPZ N VN NP 177 YN S=!
(B AL R SRy E L -

REFE kPR AERERSt g &R
§B/\ P s &
ERRITRE BUNF4ETER

percentages in respect of all self-employed
persons who became self-employed during
the 5 years before enumeration and had
been employed persons prior to becoming
self-employed.

(F48)
(To be cont’d)

-39- Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Table4g  Self-employed persons who became self-employed during the 5 years

(Cont’d) before enumeration and had been employed persons prior to becoming
self-employed by occupation group in present line of business and
occupation group in the last job prior to becoming self-employed

ARy EL B N LRI 1)
TAERTEIICELH A (41)
Occupation group in the last job prior to
becoming self-employed (Cont’d)

Lo r e INE
HAttr 4=t Total employed
Others Total population
B SEAYSE RS B N N i
B EAH A No. of No. of
Occupation group in persons persons =R =R
present line of business ('000) ('000) % %
S8 R AT AR N B B 3.6 24.1 55.6 38.2
&L S YN
Managers and administrators,
professionals and
associate professionals
AR TAE R s & A B 15 7.4 17.1 15.7
Service workers and shop sales
workers
TERARAER - #ER 1 10.6 24.4 11.6
e IE B SR B
Craft and related workers, plant
and machine operators and
assemblers
JERAT T A ¥ ¥ ¥ 20.0
Elementary occupations
A ¥ ¥ ¥ 14.6
Others
QEET* 5.9 43.3 100.0 100.0
Total* (13.6) (100.0)
HE Y BRSNS FEE N ERT A ST A Note: * Figures in brackets represent the

R R E B N1 Z Al Ryt 26 A LHYE

percentages in respect of all self-employed

& N LRy E b - persons who became self-employed during
the 5 years before enumeration and had
been employed persons prior to becoming
self-employed.

eEFE PSR TR g &R -40- Social data collected via the General Household Survey

FATRHERES

FERHTHE BUFSETE

Special Topics Report No. 60
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Table 4h  Self-employed persons who became self-employed during the 5 years
before enumeration and had been employed persons prior to becoming
self-employed by whether had changed industry sector in present line of
business when compared with the last job prior to becoming self-employed

R E B HYSRR BA Ry B (B A LRI ERTR %
— {0 LAEELETA S AT S5 A

Whether had changed industry sector in present NEL
line of business when compared with the last job No. of persons I=Paiss
prior to becoming self-employed ('000) %
B 21.3 49.2
Yes
ezl 22.0 50.8
No
G 43.3 100.0
Total

% 4i FTIR L S SRR B AR By 1 B A LRI e — ) TF LB T
RO AT G A R VLR B R A 2 MR R A0 i

Table 4i Self-employed persons who became self-employed during the 5 years
before enumeration and had been employed persons prior to becoming
self-employed by whether had changed occupation group in present line of
business when compared with the last job prior to becoming self-employed

SRR R SRS SR R B (B N LRI SEAY AR
— {0 LAE LR SRR SR 4 A

Whether had changed occupation group in NEL
present line of business when compared with No. of persons IERass
the last job prior to becoming self-employed ('000) %
H 15.7 36.3
Yes
=l 27.6 63.7
No
“act 43.3 100.0
Total
eEFE PSR SR g &R -41- Social data collected via the General Household Survey
EATREERSE Special Topics Report No. 60

FHREITERE BIFSETERE Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Table 5a  Self-employed persons who became self-employed during the 5 years before
enumeration and had been economically inactive persons prior to
becoming self-employed by age and sex

TEGERTILENR B E R AL
i Z Rl R A EEN N LAV E (B AL
Self-employed persons who became self-employed during s
the 5 years before enumeration and had been economically Ljﬁi'?j\im
inactive persons prior to becoming self-employed & '/I%E) al
9} L &% employed
Male Female Overall population
N it ANE ANE
No. of No. of No. of

a3 ]| persons (F73EE EEA* persons Fiopbh EE#* persons FHopEL ELE* Horth

Age group ('000) % Rate* ('000) % Rate* ('000) % Rate* %

15-19 1.0 16.7 6.2 s T I 19 124 5.6 1.0

20-29 35 575 1.1 6.2 64.7 1.6 9.7 619 1.3 19.9

>30 1.6 257 0.1 25 256 0.2 40 257 0.1 79.1

&t 6.1 100.0 0.3 9.6 100.0 0.6 15.7 100.0 0.4 100.0

Overall” (38.9) (61.1) (100.0)

Fle i (%) 22 23 22 40

Median age (years)

SERE o TE(EBEEES SR A S B RS R SE A Notes: * As a percentage of the total employed
CIESEE - DUTE+ A ZEHUH 5 population in the respective age and sex
MEFESE N+ B 0 6.2% R F 4t Rl FLE sub-groups. For example, among all male
N R Fs E B A 10 2 i R IR 48 % E employed persons aged 15-19, 6.2% were
ALY E AL - self-employed persons who became

self-employed during the 5 years before
enumeration and had been economically
inactive persons prior to becoming

self-employed.
t RSN R T A R AR ST R LA * Figures in brackets represent the
N R Fs E B A 10 2 Rl R IR S48 %S percentages in respect of all self-employed
AL E A LRSS E L - persons who became self-employed during

the 5 years before enumeration and had
been economically inactive persons prior
to becoming self-employed.

RerEEPgEt ﬁﬁ&ﬁ}:hf?ﬂ’ﬂj:@‘ﬁﬂ -42- Social data collected via the General Household Survey
ESvaw i Vi Special Topics Report No. 60
ﬁ%ﬁﬁlﬁﬁl@ Eﬁlﬁ&ﬁﬁfﬁ Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Table 5b  Self-employed persons who became self-employed during the 5 years before
enumeration and had been economically inactive persons prior to becoming
self-employed by economic activity status prior to becoming self-employed

i Fs B e A LRIV E R &8 5 ) N i

Economic activity status prior to becoming self- No. of persons [ERass

employed ('000) %

= 111 70.4

Students

B E 1.2 7.6

Home-makers

HoAthr> 3.4 22.0

Others*

HaEt 15.7 100.0

Total

R BB EANLRNEAEEANEEAL Note: * Including those self-employed persons

INVELFEIE o who were not in Hong Kong prior to
becoming self-employed.

& 5¢C T2 By E B A\ LY E 32 R N @ r E SR T R AL R BB A LT Z AT R
FEEBELUREEIA LRV B B A LB H _

Table 5¢c  Self-employed persons who became self-employed during the 5 years before
enumeration and had been economically inactive persons prior to becoming
self-employed by main reason for becoming self-employed

ANE

i Ey B R A Ay E 22 R A No. of persons Btk

Main reason for becoming self-employed ('000) %

o] PLE ORI TR 5.6 35.5

Better self-control on working hours

Hioat 3.2 20.6

To supplement household income

TTSERVESR TR LB R A 57 TIE 2.2 14.1
Working as self-employed was generally the custom of
trade/norm of industry

HAt
Others

AEET
Total

4.7 29.8

15.7 100.0

ftsrE P s A E TS SR -43- Social data collected via the General Household Survey
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Table 5d  Self-employed persons who became self-employed during the 5 years before
enumeration and had been economically inactive persons prior to becoming
self-employed by industry sector in present line of business

S AT TLEE R Rs E
AL Z AT AR B
mE ALHIE R A

Self-employed persons who
became self-employed during
the 5 years before enumeration

and had been economically Rl | ]
inactive persons prior to Total employed
becoming self-employed population
e N
R R BT B T No. of persons Elaxsn Elaxsm
Industry sector in present line of business ('000) % %
ERl -~ Prba o~ HE - BIE R RS 2.2 13.7 19.3
Financing, insurance, real estate, professional
and business services
ANFEATEL ~ th 8 B A RS 12.0 76.3 25.9
Public administration, social and personal
services
HAl 1.6 10.0 54.9
Others
4EET 15.7 100.0 100.0
Total
RerEEPgEt ﬁﬁ&’i%ﬁﬂ’ﬂi@ﬁﬂ -44- Social data collected via the General Household Survey
ESvaw i Vi Special Topics Report No. 60
EHRETHRE Eﬁlﬁ&”ﬁ%{‘ﬁ Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



B ALEEEE R Self-employment

% 5e TSR SRR SE 0 B B AV RS A R B 3 AR ST AT AL SR P R Ay B B AT
ZAIRIHEEE R EI AT E B A LEH _

Table 5e  Self-employed persons who became self-employed during the 5 years before
enumeration and had been economically inactive persons prior to becoming
self-employed by occupation group in present line of business

TR AN Ry E R
N Z A BT BT S E0R
EEFATLRYE AL
Self-employed persons who
became self-employed during
the 5 years before enumeration

and had been economically R | ]
inactive persons prior to Total employed
becoming self-employed population
AE
BRI SR SR P Y I 4H Al No. of persons Horth [EBsw
Occupation group in present line of business ('000) % %
L UL S IN-I _ 4.3 27.7 27.0
Professionals and associate professionals
Ak TAF K il B AN B 10.7 68.4 15.7
Service workers and shop sales workers
H At t 1 57.4
Others
4EET 15.7 100.0 100.0
Total
eEFE PSR SR g &R -45- Social data collected via the General Household Survey
EATREERSE Special Topics Report No. 60

FHREITERE BIFSETERE Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Sample design of the special topic enquiry

Al.l The special topic enquiry (STE), which
is a supplementary part of the General Household
Survey (GHS), aims at collecting statistical data
on selected social issues on an ad hoc basis to
facilitate policy review and policy formulation by
individual Government  bureaux/departments.
Paragraphs Al1.2-Al1.6 give a brief account of the
sample design of the GHS.

Coverage of the General Household Survey

Al2 The GHS is a sample survey which has
been conducted by the Census and Statistics
Department on a continuous basis since August
1981. The main objective of the GHS is to
collect data on the labour force, employment,
unemployment and underemployment.  Some
information on  the  demographic  and
socio-economic characteristics of the population is
also obtained. In addition, through the use of a
supplementary part, the GHS also includes some
specially designed questions to collect statistical
data on selected social topics required by other
Government bureaux/departments.

Al3 The GHS through which the STEs are
conducted covers the land-based non-institutional
population of Hong Kong. The following
categories of people are excluded :

(@) inmates of institutions; and
(b) persons living on board vessels.

The GHS thus covers about 99% of the Hong
Kong Resident Population (i.e. including both
Usual Residents' and Mobile Residents?).

! “Usual Residents’ include two categories of people: (1)

Hong Kong Permanent Residents who have stayed in
Hong Kong for at least three months during the six months
before or for at least three months during the six months
after the reference time-point, regardless of whether they
are in Hong Kong or not at the reference time-point; and
(2) Hong Kong Non-permanent Residents who are in
Hong Kong at the reference time-point.

‘Mobile Residents’ are Hong Kong Permanent Residents
who have stayed in Hong Kong for at least one month but
less than three months during the six months before the
reference time-point or for at least one month but less than
three months during the six months after the reference
time-point, regardless of whether they are in Hong Kong
or not at the reference time-point.

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Sampling frame of the GHS

AlA4 The GHS is based on a sample of
quarters selected from all permanent quarters and
quarters in segments which are for residential and
partially residential purposes in Hong Kong in
accordance with a scientifically designed sampling
scheme. The sampling units are permanent
quarters in built-up areas and segments in
non-built-up areas.

AlS5 The GHS makes use of the frame of
quarters maintained by the Census and Statistics
Department as the sampling frame. The frame
consists of two parts: (i) Register of Quarters (RQ)
and (i) Register of Segments (RS). The RQ
contains computerised records of all addresses of
permanent quarters in built-up areas (including
urban areas, new towns and other major developed
areas). Each unit of quarters is identified by a
unique address with details such as street name,
building name, floor number and flat number.

Al.6 The RS contains records of segments in
non-built-up areas which are delineated by
relatively permanent and identifiable landmarks
such as footpath and river. There are about 10
quarters in each segment. The use of segments
as the sampling unit in non-built-up areas is
necessary since the quarters in these areas may not
have clear addresses and cannot readily be
identified individually.

Questionnaire

Al.7  The questionnaire for the GHS consists
of two parts :

(@) a core part designed to collect detailed
information on labour force
characteristics; and

(b) a supplementary part on STE containing
specially designed questions to collect
data on a number of specified social
topics.

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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-48-

The concepts and definitions used in measuring
labour force, employment, unemployment and

underemployment follow closely the
recommendations of the International Labour
Organization (ILO).

Data collection method

Al.8 Face-to-face interviewing with the

selected respondents is employed in the STE.
During the interview, a series of objective and
well-defined questions are asked by well-trained
and experienced interviewers to collect the
required statistical data on specified social topics.

Al9 To safeguard the quality of the collected
data, completed questionnaires are subject to
editing processes and the doubtful cases are
verified by field officers. Various measures are
adopted to avoid mistakes as far as practicable,

Reliability of the estimates

Al1.10 Findings of the STE are subject to
sampling error and non-sampling error. The
estimates contained in this report were based on
information obtained from a particular sample,
which was one of a large number of possible
samples that could be selected using the same
sample design. By chance, estimates derived
from different samples would differ from each
other. The “sampling error’ is a measure of these
variations and is thus a measure of the precision
with which an estimate derived from a particular
sample would approximate the population
parameter to be measured.

Al.11 Itshould be noted that since all estimates
contained in this report are subject to sampling
error, a zero figure may mean a non-zero figure of
a small magnitude. These estimates should be
interpreted with caution.

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Al.12 For comparing the precision of the
estimates of various variables in this report, the
coefficient of variation (CV) can be used. CV is
obtained by expressing the standard error (SE) as
a percentage of the estimate to which it refers. In
turn, the SE is computed according to a formula
which is established on the basis of statistical
theory. Generally speaking, the SE is related to
the variability of the elements in the population,
the size of the sample and the sample design
adopted for the survey.

Al.13  AREAEERRFIEAY T RS L E AR Al.13 The CV of the estimates of the main
2B variables presented in this report are given below :
a4 flist i 218
Variable Estimate Ccv
(%)
SHEYNan =
Number of self-employed persons 200 600 3.7
FESEET I IR B B A L1 Z Ji R e B 48
A THE R A LEH
Number of self-employed persons who became 46 700 77
self-employed during the 5 years before ’
enumeration and had been economically active
persons prior to becoming self-employed
TR AT LA N EE B 0B A 1T Al R e A LY
E e N % H
Number of self-employed persons who became 43300 8.2
self-employed during the 5 years before '

enumeration and had been employed persons prior

to becoming self-employed

-49- Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Age refers to the number of complete years a
person has passed since his/her birth date.

Economic activity status : The population can be
divided into two main groups, economically active
population (that is the labour force) and
economically inactive population. (Please see
labour force and economically inactive
population)

The economically active population,
synonymous with the labour force, comprises the
employed population and the unemployed
population. (Please see labour force)

The economically inactive population is made
up of those persons who have not had a job and
have not been at work during the seven days
before enumeration, excluding persons who have
been on leave/holiday during the seven-day period
and persons who are unemployed. Persons such
as home-makers, retired persons and all those
below the age of 15 are thus included.

Educational attainment refers to the highest
level of education attained by a person in school
or other educational institution, regardless of
whether he/she had completed the course. Only
formal courses are counted as educational
attainment. A formal course must satisfy the
following criteria :

1) It lasts for at least one academic year.

2) It has specific academic qualifications for
entrance (except sub-degree, associate
degree, degree and post-graduate courses
offered by the Open University of Hong
Kong).

3) It includes examinations or specific
academic assessment procedures.

Educational attainment is classified as follows :

Primary and below : Including no schooling,
all classes in kindergartens and child care
centres, and Primary 1 - 6 in all schools.

Secondary/Sixth-form : Including Secondary
1 - 7 or equivalent in all schools, Project Yi
Jin and craft level.

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Post-secondary - non-degree : Including

1) Certificate and Diploma level courses in
local or non-local institutions; and

2) Higher Certificate, Higher Diploma,
Professional Diploma, Associate Degree,
Pre-Associate  Degree, Endorsement
Certificate, Associateship or equivalent
courses and other non-degree level
courses in local or non-local institutions.

Post-secondary — degree : Including all first
degree, taught postgraduate and research
postgraduate courses in local or non-local
institutions.

Industry refers to the activity of the establishment
in which the respondent worked during the seven
days before enumeration. The classification
follows the major industry groups of the Hong
Kong Standard Industrial Classification V2.0.
Detailed information can be obtained from the
manual Hong Kong Standard Industrial
Classification Version 2.0, which can be
downloaded (in PDF format) free of charge from
the website of C&SD at
http://www.censtatd.gov.hk/hkstat/un/class/hsic/se
arch/index_tc.jsp.

Manufacturing : including manufacturing of
food products, beverages, tobacco, textiles,
wearing apparel, leather products and
footwear, wood products, paper products;
printing; chemicals and chemical products;
pharmaceuticals, rubber and plastics
products, non-metallic mineral products,
metal products, computer, electronic and
optical products; electrical equipment,
machinery and  equipment;  transport
equipment, furniture; as well as the repair and
installation of machinery and equipment.

Construction including building
construction, civil engineering, demolition
and site preparation, building services
installation and maintenance; and decoration
and repair.

Import/export trade and wholesale
including various kinds of import and export
trade and wholesale.

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Retail, accommodation and food services :
including various kinds of retail trade; short
term accommodation activities which cover
hotels, guesthouses, boarding houses and
other establishments providing short term
accommodation; and food and beverage
service activities.

Transportation, storage, postal and courier
services, information and communications :
including land, water and air transport;
warehousing and support activities for
transportation; postal and courier activities;
publishing; motion picture, video and
television programme production, sound
recording and music publishing;
programming and broadcasting;
telecommunications; and information
technology service.

Financing, insurance, real estate,
professional and business services
including financing; insurance; real estate;
legal and accounting services; architecture,
engineering, technical testing and analysis
services; scientific research and development;
veterinary; advertising, design  and
photography; renting and leasing of
equipments; employment agency; travel
agency; security and investigation services;
pest control and cleaning services; landscape
care and greenery services; and business and
office administration support services.

Public administration, social and personal
services . including public administration;
education; human health and social work
activities; arts, entertainment and recreation;
political and religious organisations; various
personal and household item repairing as well
as other household and personal services.

Others : including such industries as
‘Agriculture, forestry and fishing’; ‘Mining
and quarrying’; ‘Electricity and gas supply’
and ‘Water supply; sewerage, waste
management and remediation activities’; and
industrial activities inadequately described or
unclassifiable.

TesrE P AT RS ER -52 - Social data collected via the General Household Survey
EATREERSE Special Topics Report No. 60
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Labour force refers to the land-based
non-institutional population aged 15 and over who
satisfy the criteria for inclusion in the employed
population or the unemployed population as
defined below. Inmates of institutions and
persons living on board vessels are excluded.

The employed population

This comprises all employed persons. For a
person aged 15 or over to be classified as
employed, that person should :

1) be engaged in performing work for pay
or profit during the seven days before
enumeration; or

2) have formal job attachment (i.e. that the
person has continued receipt of wage or
salary; or has an assurance or an agreed
date of return to job or business; or is in
receipt of compensation  without
obligation to accept another job).

Employed persons can be categorised into :

Self-employed : A person who, in his/her
main employment, works for profit or
fees in his/her own business/profession,
neither employed by someone nor
employing others.

Employer : A person who works for profit
or fees in his/her own business/profession
and employs one or more persons to work
for him/her.

Employee : A person who works for an
employer  (private  companies  or
government) for wage, salary,
commission, tips, or payment in Kkind.
This also includes domestic helper and
paid family worker. Outworkers are
excluded in this report.

Unpaid family worker : A person who
works for no pay in a family business.
Food and lodging and pocket money are
not counted as pay. However, if the
worker receives regular pay for the work
performed, he/she should be regarded as
an employee.

-53- Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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LML [T: The unemployed population
1) HATAEEANTHER - —2+ AR 1) This comprises all unemployed persons.
PLEAFWEE TIIER  ERER For a person aged 15 or over to be
Hode | - classified as unemployed, that person
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profit during the seven days before
enumeration; and
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following types of persons are also
classified as unemployed :

(@) persons without a job, have sought
work but have not been available
for work because of temporary
sickness; and

(b) persons without a job, have been
available for work but have not
sought work because they:

i) have made arrangements to
take up a new job or to start
business on a subsequent date;
or

i) were expecting to return to
their original jobs (e.g. casual
workers are usually called back
to work when service is
needed).

Main employment refers to the job on which a
person spent most of his/her time if he/she had
more than one job at the time of enumeration.

other jobs were regarded as secondary

employment.

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Marital status was recorded according to the
status reported by the respondents in the survey.
There was no check on whether the marriage or
divorce had undergone any legal registration or
ceremony.

Monthly employment earnings refer to earnings
from employment during the month before
enumeration. For employees, they include wage
and salary, bonus, commission, housing
allowance, overtime allowance and attendance
allowance. However, back pays are excluded.
For employers and self-employed, they refer to
amounts drawn from the self-owned enterprise for
personal and household use. If information on
the amounts drawn for personal and household use
is not available, data on net earnings from
business would be collected instead.

Occupation refers to the kind of work, nature of
duties and main task performed by a person in
his/her main job.  The classification used
basically follows the major groups of the
International Standard Classification of
Occupations (1988) or 1SCO-88 for abbreviation,
with local adaptation for Hong Kong.

Managers and administrators : including
administrators, commissioners and directors in
government service; consuls; councillors;
directors, chief executive officers, presidents,
general managers, functional managers,
branch managers and small business managers
in industry, commerce, import and export
trades, wholesale and retail trades, catering
and lodging services, transport, electricity,
gas, water and other services and agricultural
and fishery sectors.

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Professionals including  qualified
professional scientists, doctors, dentists and
other medical professionals; architects,
surveyors and engineers; vice-chancellors,
directors, academic staff and administrators
of university and post-secondary college;
principals and teachers of secondary school;
statisticians; mathematicians; system analysts
and computer programmers; lawyers and
judges; accountants; business consultants and
analysts; social workers; translators and
interpreters; news editors and journalists;
writers; librarians and members of religious
orders.

Associate professionals : including science
technicians, nurses and midwives, dental
assistants and other health associate
professionals; architectural, surveying and
engineering  technicians;  optical and
electronic equipment controllers; ship pilots
and air traffic controllers; principals and
teachers  of  primary  school and
kindergarten/nursery; statistical assistants;
computer operators; law clerks; accounting
supervisors; public relation officers; sales
representatives; designers; estate managers;
social work assistants; superintendents,
inspectors and officers of the police and other
discipline  services;  performers  and
sportsmen.

Clerks : including stenographers, secretaries
and typists; bookkeeping, finance, shipping,
filing and personnel clerks; cashiers and
tellers; receptionists and information clerks.

Service workers and shop sales workers :
including air hostesses and travel guides;
house stewards; cooks and waiters;
baby-sitters; hairdressers and beauticians;
rank and file of the police and other
discipline services; transport conductors and
other service workers; wholesale and retail
salesmen in shops; shop assistants and
fashion models.

e (e P A AR Sk ekt - 56 -
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Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60
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Craft and related workers : including miners
and quarrymen; bricklayers, carpenters and
other construction workers; metal moulders;
blacksmiths; machinery, electric  and
electronic instrument mechanics; jewellery
workers and watch  makers; potters;
typesetters; bakers, food and beverage
processors; painters; craft workers in textile,
garment, leather, rubber and plastic trades and
other craft workers.

Plant and machine operators and
assemblers : including well drillers and
borers; ore smelting furnace operators; brick
and tile Kkilnmen; sawmill sawyers; paper
makers; chemical processing plant operators;
power-generating plant and boiler operators;
asbestos cement products makers; metal
finishers and electroplaters; dairy and other
food processing machine operators; printing
machine operators; machine operators for
production of textile, rubber and plastic
products; assemblers; drivers; seamen and
other plant and machine operators.

Elementary occupations : including street
vendors; domestic helpers and cleaners;
messengers;  private  security  guards;
watchmen; freight handlers; lift operators;
construction  labourers;  hand  packers;
agricultural and fishery labourers.

Others : including farm workers, animal
husbandry workers and fishermen, and
occupations unidentifiable and inadequately
described.

Part-time jobs refer to jobs fulfilling the
following criteria :

(@ the number of usual days of work per
week is less than 5 (for a job with a fixed
number of working days per week); or

(b) the number of usual hours of work per
working day is less than 6 (for a job with
a fixed number of working days per
week); or

(c) the number of usual hours of work per
week is less than 30 (for a job without a
fixed number of working days per

week).
e E PSR TR g &R - 57 - Social data collected via the General Household Survey
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However, those jobs with 24 hours of work per
shift are excluded, regardless of the number of
usual days of work per week.

Unemployed population (Please see unemployed
population under labour force)

Usual hours of work refer to the number of hours
of work which an employee usually works for
his/her employer, including usual overtime work.
Meal breaks are excluded from the usual hours of
work.

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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collected via the General Household Survey
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Previously published Special Topics Reports

Special Topics Report No. |
English version, out of stock

Doctor consultation (11/1982-1/1983)

Epidemiological survey on smoking and
diseases of the respiratory system
(5/1982-7/1982)

Sports and countryside recreational activities
(2/1982-3/1982)

Time spent on home study by students
(11/1982-1/1983)

Labour mobility (1/1982-3/1982)

Part-time employment (5/1982-7/1982)

Gas safety (2/1983-4/1983)

Number of cats/dogs kept in households
(1/1982-3/1982)

Special Topics Report No. 11
English version, out of stock

Doctor consultation (7/1983-9/1983)

Smoking patterns (3/1983)

Car availability and overnight parking
(10/1983-12/1983)

Expenditure on public transport in commuting
to and from work (10/1983-12/1983)

Sports and countryside recreational activities
(7/1983-9/1983)

Labour mobility (7/1983-9/1983)

Living area and occupation density of private
households (10/1983-12/1983)

Household durables (8/1982-10/1982)

Special Topics Report No. 111
English version, out of stock

Iliteracy (10/1984-12/1984)

Participation in part-time education
(4/1984-6/1984)

Higher education attained outside Hong Kong
by local residents (4/1984-6/1984)

Availability and use of private cars
(10/1984-12/1984)

Use of taxis (8/1984-9/1984)

Paid overtime work (5/1984)

Sick leave pattern of employees
(7/1984-9/1984)

Smoking patterns (7/1984)

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60

Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



fie%= : BHIRAIESESEFYETHEE
BERSHEEEERSSE

Appendix 3 : Previously published Special Topics Reports
on social data collected via the General Household Survey

FIREERES
PR > R

o S5 T{E RSN RN (10/1987-12/1987)

BAFBERES
FSLhR - ATt

o [EREFEEARIZNTIE (4/1988-6/1988)

o UZIFETE (7/1988)
o AHRAIE (8/1987-9/1987)
o ALFEMEEN (1/1988-3/1988)

o (2 =R = (8/1987-9/1987)

o ESTHERE TAF (4/1988-6/1988)

BNREERES
FSLHR - AUt

o ZEEF,NE (10/1988-12/1988)

o FHHEYIRE (1/1989)

o FLESIH (1/1989)

o b/ TIHERY ARSI H
(8/1988-9/1988)

o F{EMYLAEFR (3/1989)

o FE(ET. (10/1988 -12/1988)

o TEPELIFNEEER
(10/1988-12/1988)

FLREERES
SRR - A7

o EHETIFNEAREE
(10/1989- 12/1989)

o ML= HM TAEAFEE AL
(1/1990-3/1990)

o (BB B R (8/1990-9/1990)

A(FEEREHN (10/1989-12/1989)
FREEIE N (7/1990)

W RETE (7/1990)

BrEZ:4 (1/1990-3/1990)
FEEATERF R (1/1990-3/1990)
HRREARS LAY RE, (4/1990-6/1990)

et e P A T I R
F RS
TERHITHE BURYH &

Special Topics Report No. 1V
English version, out of stock

Labour supply and mobility (10/1987-12/1987)

Special Topics Report No. V
English version, HK$29

Participation in part-time education
(4/1988-6/1988)

Cigarette smoking pattern (7/1988)

Use of taxis (8/1987-9/1987)

Attending cultural performances
(1/1988-3/1988)

Sick leave pattern of employees
(8/1987-9/1987)

Part-time employment (4/1988-6/1988)

Special Topics Report No. VI
English version, HK$28

Country parks (10/1988-12/1988)

Heritage preservation (1/1989)

Doctor consultation (1/1989)

Expenditure on public transport to and from
work (8/1988-9/1988)

Taxi waiting time (3/1989)

Domestic helpers (10/1988 -12/1988)

Hong Kong residents working in China
(10/1988-12/1988)

Special Topics Report No. VII
English version, HK$46

Hong Kong residents working in China
(10/1989-12/1989)

Employed persons actively seeking other
employment (1/1990-3/1990)

Sick leave pattern and maternity leave pattern
of employees (8/1990-9/1990)

Hospitalization (10/1989-12/1989)

Doctor consultation (7/1990)

Cigarette smoking pattern (7/1990)

Toy safety (1/1990-3/1990)

Family life education service (1/1990-3/1990)

Awareness of family service centres
(4/1990-6/1990)

-60 - Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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on social data collected via the General Household Survey
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Special Topics Report No. VIII
English version, HK$43

Radio audienceship (1/1991-3/1991)

Attending cultural performances
(1/1991-3/1991)

Kidney donation (5/1991-6/1991)

Dental consultation (10/1990-12/1990)

Hospitalization (7/1991-9/1991)

Medical benefits provided by employer/
company and medical insurance
(7/1991-9/1991)

Domestic helpers (10/1990-12/1990)

Installation and use of anti-theft device in
motor vehicles (4/1991-6/1991)

Hong Kong residents married in China
(4/1991-6/1991)

Special Topics Report No. IX
English version, HK$42

Domestic helpers (10/1991-12/1991)

Higher education attained outside Hong Kong
(10/1991-12/1991)

Taxi waiting time (10/1991-11/1991)

Occupational mobility (1/1992-3/1992)

Use of television sets and video cassette
recorders (1/1992-3/1992)

Special Topics Report No. X
English version, HK$54

Hong Kong residents working in China
(4/1992-6/1992)

Worker displacement in Hong Kong
(4/1992-6/1992)

Health status of the population in Hong Kong
(7/1992)

Doctor consultation (8/1992-9/1992)

Organ donation (8/1992-9/1992)

School medical services (8/1992-9/1992)

-61- Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60
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Special Topics Report No. 11
English version, HK$81

Labour mobility (10/1992-1/1993)

Domestic helpers (11/1992-2/1993)

Sick leave and maternity leave patterns of
employees (3/1993-7/1993)

Cigarette smoking pattern (8/1993-9/1993)

Public awareness of the concept of energy
efficiency (9/1993-11/1993)

Taxi waiting time (10/1993-12/1993)

Special Topics Report No. 12
English version, HK$40

Domestic helpers (8/1993-12/1993)

Family life education (1/1994-2/1994)

Hawker situation and hawker patronage
behaviour (4/1994-5/1994)

Heritage preservation (6/1994-10/1994)

Organ donation (6/1994-10/1994)

Taxi boarding location (10/1994)

Special Topics Report No. 13
Bilingual version, HK$30

Part-time employment (11/1994-3/1995)

Students taking up summer jobs
(11/1994-3/1995)

Hospitalization (4/1995-8/1995)

Worker displacement (4/1995-8/1995)

Special Topics Report No. 14
Bilingual version, HK$42

Hong Kong residents working in China
(9/1995-10/1995)

Labour mobility (9/1995-10/1995)

Taxi waiting time (11/1995-12/1995)

Domestic helpers (11/1995-1/1996)

-62 - Social data collected via the General Household Survey
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Special Topics Report No. 15
Bilingual version, HK$42

Hong Kong residents married in Mainland
China (11/1995-1/1996)

Cigarette smoking pattern (1/1996)

Public awareness of the concept of energy
efficiency (2/1996-4/1996)

Public awareness of the Office of The
Ombudsman (2/1996-4/1996)

Hong Kong residents’ health status and doctor
consultation (5/1996-6/1996)

Special Topics Report No. 16
Bilingual version, HK$40

Utilization of service provided by childminders
for care of children aged below six
(7/1996-9/1996)

Sick leave and maternity leave patterns of
employees (7/1996-9/1996)

Need for and awareness of social services in
respect of persons from the mainland of
China having resided in Hong Kong for less
than 7 years (10/1996-1/1997)

Patronage of public light buses
(2/1997-3/1997)

Special Topics Report No. 17
Bilingual version, HK$30

Leaving children aged 12 and below
unattended at home (4/1997-6/1997)
Keeping of cats and dogs in households

(4/1997-6/1997)

Special Topics Report No. 18
Bilingual version, HK$28

Public awareness of the importance of slope
maintenance (7/1997-9/1997)

Public awareness of the Independent Police
Complaints Council (7/1997-9/1997)

Special Topics Report No. 19
Bilingual version, HK$48

Labour mobility and related subjects
(10/1997-12/1997)

Social data collected via the General Household Survey
Special Topics Report No. 60
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Special Topics Report No. 20
Bilingual version, HK$32

Patterns of hours of work of employees
(10/1996-11/1996)

Participation of households in source separation
and recovery of domestic wastes
(1/1998-3/1998)

Utilization of Internet service (1/1998-3/1998)

Cigarette smoking pattern (3/1998)

Special Topics Report No. 21
Bilingual version, Print version : out of stock
Download version : Free

Time spent in waiting taxi (4/1998-5/1998)

Hospitalization (4/1998-6/1998)

Hong Kong residents working in the mainland
of China (5/1998-6/1998)

Special Topics Report No. 22
Bilingual version, Print version : HK$30
Download version : Free

Hong Kong residents with spouses/children in
the Mainland of China (3/1999-5/1999)

Special Topics Report No. 23
Bilingual version, Print version : out of stock
Download version : Free

Sick leave pattern of employees
(7/1998-9/1998)
Worker displacement (7/1998-9/1998)

Special Topics Report No. 24
Bilingual version, Print version : out of stock
Download version : Free

Provision of medical benefits by employers/
companies and purchase of medical insurance
by individuals (10/1998-12/1998)

A profile of elderly persons aged 60 and over
living alone (1/1999-3/1999)

Part-time employment (1/1999-2/1999)
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Special Topics Report No. 25
Bilingual version, Print version : HK$34
Download version : Free

Job-changing of employed persons
(6/1999-8/1999)

Persons from the mainland of China
having resided in Hong Kong for
less than 7 years (7/1999-12/1999)

Returnees to Hong Kong (7/1999-12/1999)

Special Topics Report No. 26
Bilingual version, Print version : HK$42
Download version : Free

Labour mobility and other labour-related
subjects (10/1999-12/1999)

Special Topics Report No. 27
Bilingual version, Print version : HK$40
Download version : Free

Casual employment (7/2000-9/2000)

Part-time employment (7/2000-9/2000)

Socio-demographic, health and economic
profiles of elderly people and soon-to-be old
people (7/2000-9/2000)

Special Topics Report No. 28
Bilingual version, Print version : HK$56
Download version : Free

Persons with disabilities and chronic diseases
(1/2000-12/2000)

Special Topics Report No. 29
Bilingual version, Print version : HK$64
Download version : Free

Worker displacement (10/2000-12/2000)

Job-changing of employed persons
(10/2000-12/2000)

Meal breaks and rest breaks of employees
during working hours (1/2001-2/2001)
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Special Topics Report No. 30
Bilingual version, Print version : HK$42
Download version : Free

Casual employment (4/2001-6/2001)
Hong Kong residents working in the mainland
of China (4/2001-6/2001)

Special Topics Report No. 31
Bilingual version, Print version : HK$44
Download version : Free

Labour mobility (10/2001-12/2001)

Job-changing of employed persons
(10/2001-12/2001)

Desire of economically inactive persons for
taking up jobs if being offered suitable
employment (1/2002-3/2002)

Special Topics Report No. 32
Bilingual version, Print version : HK$44
Download version : Free

Patterns of hours of work of employees
(7/2001-9/2001)

Benefits of employees under the Employment
Ordinance (7/2001-9/2001)

Special Topics Report No. 33
Bilingual version, Print version : HK$45
Download version : Free

Casual employment (4/2002-6/2002)
Part-time employment (4/2002-6/2002)

Hong Kong residents working in the mainland
of China (4/2002-6/2002)

Special Topics Report No. 34
Bilingual version, Print version : HK$65
Download version : Free

Job-changing of employed persons
(7/2002-9/2002)

Casual employment (10/2002-12/2002)

Worker displacement (7/2002-12/2002)
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on social data collected via the General Household Survey
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Special Topics Report No. 35
Bilingual version, Print version : HK$44
Download version : Free

Hong Kong residents working in the mainland
of China (1/2003-3/2003)

Special Topics Report No. 36

Bilingual version, Print version : HK$50,
Download version : Free

Casual employment (4/2003-6/2003)
Self-employment (4/2003-6/2003)

Special Topics Report No. 37

Bilingual version, Print version : HK$48,
Download version : Free

Patterns of hours of work of employees
(7/2003-9/2003)
Part-time employment (7/2003-9/2003)

Special Topics Report No. 38

Bilingual version, Print version : HK$40,
Download version : Free

Hong Kong residents working in the mainland
of China (2/2004-3/2004)

Special Topics Report No. 39

Bilingual version, Print version : HK$51,
Download version : Free

Labour mobility (4/2004-6/2004)

Special Topics Report No. 40
Bilingual version, Print version : HK$53,
Download version : Free

Job-changing of employed persons
(7/2004-9/2004)
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Special Topics Report No. 41
Bilingual version, Print version : HK$47,
Download version : Free

Desire of economically inactive persons for
taking up jobs if being offered suitable
employment (10/2004-12/2004)

Special Topics Report No. 42
Bilingual version, Print version : HK$52,
Download version : Free

Hong Kong residents working in the mainland
of China (1/2005-3/2005)

Special Topics Report No. 43
Bilingual version, Print version : HK$52,
Download version : Free

Casual employment (4/2005-6/2005)
Part-time employment (4/2005-6/2005)

Special Topics Report No. 44
Bilingual version, Print version : HK$50,
Download version : Free

Job-changing of employed persons
(7/2005-9/2005)

Special Topics Report No. 45
Bilingual version, Print version : HK$52,
Download version : Free

Benefits of employees under the Employment
Ordinance (1/2006-3/2006)

Special Topics Report No. 46
Bilingual version, Print version : HK$42,
Download version : Free

Patterns of hours of work of employees
(4/2006-6/2006)
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Appendix 3 : Previously published Special Topics Reports
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Special Topics Report No. 47
Bilingual version, Print version : HK$44,
Download version : Free

Labour mobility (7/2006-9/2006)

Special Topics Report No. 48
Bilingual version, Print version : HK$108,
Download version : Free

Persons with disabilities and chronic diseases
(11/2006-12/2007)

Special Topics Report No. 49
Bilingual version, Print version : HK$62,
Download version : Free

Hong Kong residents working in the mainland
of China (7/2008-9/2008)

Special Topics Report No. 50
Bilingual version, Print version : HK$62,
Download version : Free

Patterns of hours of work of employees
(1/2008-6/2008)

Special Topics Report No. 51
Bilingual version, Print version : HK$68,
Download version : Free

Desire of economically inactive persons for
taking up jobs if being offered suitable
employment (1/2009-3/2009)

Special Topics Report No. 52
Bilingual version, Download version : Free

Casual employment (4/2009-6/2009)
Part-time employment (4/2009-6/2009)

Special Topics Report No. 53
Bilingual version, Download version : Free

Hong Kong residents working in the mainland
of China (7/2009-9/2009)
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Appendix 3 : Previously published Special Topics Reports
on social data collected via the General Household Survey
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Special Topics Report No. 54
Bilingual version, Download version : Free

Labour mobility (1/2010-3/2010)

Special Topics Report No. 55
Bilingual version, Download version : Free

Employees engaged under employment
contracts with short duration or working
hours (10/2009-12/2009)

Special Topics Report No. 56
Bilingual version, Download version : Free

Self-employment (4/2010-6/2010)
Special Topics Report No. 57
Bilingual version, Download version : Free

Hong Kong residents working in the mainland
of China (7/2010-9/2010)

Special Topics Report No. 58
Bilingual version, Download version : Free

Job-changing of employed persons
(10/2010-12/2010)

Special Topics Report No. 59
Bilingual version, Download version : Free

Desire of economically inactive persons for
taking up jobs if being offered suitable
employment (4/2011-6/2011)
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Website

Users may download statistical publications
free of charge from the website of
the Census and  Statistics  Department
(www.censtatd.gov.hk/hkstat/srh/index.jsp).

Publications Unit

Print versions of publications and CD-ROM
products are available for purchase and
collection on the spot at the Publications Unit of
the Census and Statistics Department. The Unit
also provides a reading area where users may
browse through the latest issue of various
publications of the Department on display.
Publicity/educational leaflets and pamphlets of
the Department are also available for collection.

The address of the Publications Unit is :
19/F, Wanchai Tower,

12 Harbour Road, Wan Chai, Hong Kong.
Tel. : (852) 2582 3025

Fax : (852) 2827 1708

Mail order service

Some publications of the Census and Statistics
Department are available in print versions and
are offered for sale online at the Government
Bookstore of the Information Services
Department (www.bookstore.gov.hk). A mail
order form for ordering print versions of
publications is also available for
downloading on the website of the Department
(www.censtatd.gov.hk/service_desk/list/mail/
index.jsp). Completed form should be sent back
together with a cheque or bank draft covering all
necessary cost.
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