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On the Xi’ an City Writing in the First 30 Years of the 20th Century
Wang yali

Abstract: By analyzing the city writing of Xi” an in the first 30 years of the 20th century this paper
points out that the city writing of Xi’ an in this period consists of two sections: the city’ s scenery image and
the city’ s cultural image showing the historical coherence between city writing and city geography. However
the perspectives observing angles are quite different according to different writers. Besides variety of images
created by foreign writers the Xi’ an city writings of domestic writers also demonstrate various images features
such as the illusion of once empire’ s capital the memory of the second capital and the sorrow of an aban—
doned capital.
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