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still need to prove their diversity.

40 Communicativeness of city’s meaning network: Examining Shanghai’s place identification from space
and cultural perspectives

» Pan Ji

This study conducts a series of focus group interviews to examine Shanghai’s place identity as a core
indicator of its communicativeness. Qualitative analyses show that heterogeneous places co-exist and that
Shanghai’s place identity is based on residents’ life habits. Consumable Shanghai illusions merge with
symbolism for modern achievements and with “our own” places. Place identity roots in the lifestyle and
etiquette cultivated in Shanghai over time. Cuisine preferences constitute the most important basis for -
place identity. The heterogeneity of places and the bases of place identity render urban diversity and

communicativeness possible.

51 An interdisciplinary study of audience from a historical perspective

+ Sai Yan

For communication researchers, human race has gone through several different eras within its history,
including the era of interpersonal communication when face to face communication was dominant; the era
of mass communication when print and electrical signal communication was primary; and the era of
computer-mediated group communication where the - internet is flourishing. With the upgrade of
technology, the audience’s position is being promoted to higher levels. Audiences are not passive receivers
but active participants during the process of communication. Some traditional communication theories,
such as the use and gratifications approach of empirical school, the reception theory of literary criticism,
~ encoding and decoding theory of the Birmingham school have made great contributions in elevating the
audience’s position. They had become popular paradigms for scholars focused on the study of audience.
However, with political, economic and social development, the subjectivity of audience cannot be ignored
and traditional theories cannot be applied to modern communication context. Thus, this study, from a
historical perspective, look at different research approaches of audience. It aims to uncover the inner
logic of how audience’s position is changing, to better understand the consumers’ habits of using media, and

also to promote audience as a subject in psychological and social studies.

68 Philanthropic Crowdfunding on Social Media: Exploring Factors Shaping the Financial Success and
Transparency of Online Fundraising

» Zhong Zhijin
Based on an analysis of 1257 philanthropic crowdfunding programs, this study detects factors that
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