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The Liberal Tradition of Philosophy of Education in Great Britain :
The Arguments of John White with Other Five Critical Stands of Scholars

CHIEN Cheng-Hsi

(Graduate Institute of Educational Administration , Pingtung University , Taiwan Pingtung 90003, China)

Abstract ; Based on the liberal tradition of the age of Enlightenment , the scholars of London Line , R.

S . Peters and his academic peers , had advocated ‘autonomy’ as an educational aim since 1960s. Further-

more , the emphasis of personal or rational autonomy has had a significant influence on curriculum plan -

ning , teaching methods , as well as civic and moral education at different stages .

However , numerous crit-

ics have risen since 1980s. John White, representing London Line, has argued with other five critical

stands of liberal tradition

R. Jonathan, W. Carr, R. Smith, P. Standish, and T. H. McLaughlin .

This paper appreciates these valuable arguments and attempts to promote the methodology and the policy -

making practice of Chinese philosophy of education by introducing the arguments along with theories for

Chinese audiences .

Key words : philosophy of education ; analytic philosophy of education ; autonomy ; liberalism
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