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On Harvey’s Three Paris Spaces

LU Yang
( Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: In recent years, David Harvey has carried out his Paris-centered analysis on space. By treating the reconstruction of

modernity as “creative destruction” , Harvey discloses three Paris spaces in a diachronic way: Balzac’s Paris, Haussmann’s Paris

and Lefebvre’s Paris. Balzac’s Paris is the nature’s space, marking the social classes in terms of the physical space;

Haussmann’s Paris is the space of capital. Haussmann witnessed its development into an overwhelming power; Lefebvre’s Paris

is the rebelling space, suggesting that all the disturbances in the city owe to demolition, immigration, unemployment, etc. , just

as Lefebvre has predicted. Meanwhile, descriptions of vthese three Paris spaces also have their synchronic significance as they are

the vivid portrait for classically modern Paris and metropolitan replanning in the context of globalization.
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