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The German Think Tanks Perceptions of the Belt and Road Initiative
Zhan Xia
( Beijing Foreign Studies University Beijing 100089 China)

Based on the Critical Discourse and Dispositive Analysis of the Duisburg approach in Germany this paper aims to reveal how
the German think tanks understand the Belt and Road Initiative. The results show that the German think tanks~attitude to the Belt
and Road Initiative is contradictory both positive and negative and that their complex perceptions of Chinas role present a multi—
dimensional nature and diversified characteristics. In the economic dimension China has been regarded as “the defender of the
economic globalization” and “a pragmatist”; in the political dimension China has been regarded as “a regional conflict media—
tor” and “a geostrategic chess player”; in the global dimension China has been regarded as “an active participant in global go—
vernance”.
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