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Abstracts and Keywords of Major Articles

The Problematique Dialectics of “Metromarxism” and China’ s Road
( by LIU Huai-yu)
Abstract: In the globalized urban era Marxist philosophy is not only strongly required to pay attention to
urban issues but also to establish a philosophical research paradigm of “Metromarxism” with urban society as
its main body. This paradigm should not only include a general historical perspective of modern critique of
political economics but also have a good humanistic spirit and rich dialectical imagination which is
manifested as a kind of spatial dialectics. F.Jameson and H.Lefebvre have provided us with a methodological
model in their respective ways and thus promoted a new philosophy of urban dialectical materialism.
Contemporary China’ s urban social development is in the pattern of spatial contradiction in which spatial
production dominated by global capital socialist countries” modernization governance and people’ s yearning
for a better life are intertwined. One of the most important problems facing “Metromarxism” is how to take root
in Chinese traditional cultural wisdom and contemporary local practical experience and knowledge so as to
enable residents to live poetically in modern urban society.

Keywords: urban philosophy “Metromarxism” spatial dialectics practice of China’s Road

The Coating of Space Production and Its Ethical Constraints (by CHEN Zhong)

Abstract: Space production is the essential content and motive of social development as well as an
important measure of the degree and vitality of an area’ s development. By “coating” we mean the artificial
overlap of heterogeneous objects and the development of coating skills is significant for social development.
Through coating objects can be more durable. Meanwhile human production and life will cost less and be
more gorgeous with its image being improved. However coating may also lead to alienation. The coatization of
space production is the excessive generalized and alienated application of coating skills and coating strategies
in space production area so that it is an evil one-no matter it is apparent or hidden. The coatization of space
production is closely related to the secularization of the zeitgeist the aggregation effect of urban society and the
multiplication of modern skills. Although the coating strategy is needed in modern social production coatization
may cause multiple harms such as constructing troubled space that is unsustainable affirming and reproducing
human contradictions deepening the inherent contradictions of social relations enchanting and distorting the
world of meaning. To reduce and prevent the coatization of space production the space production coating
techniques the aim and process of space coating are needed to be ethically constrained. Also the ethical
qualities and capacity possessed by the multiple subjects of space production should be continuously improved.

Keywords: space production coating skills coatization ethical constraints ethical acts

Urban “Unthinking” in the 20" Century and Its Implications ( by HU Da-ping)
Abstract: Urban philosophy in the 20" century is generally characterized by “unthinking” by which
Immanel Wallerstein means opening new perspectives by questioning the given premises and by debating. There
are three phases for urban unthinking: the critique of industrial cities made by E.Howard P.Geddes et al.
which promoted the development of urban planning in the early 20" century; the challenges to the existing
planning science and orthodox theories proposed by J.Jacobs H.Lefebvre et al. which promoted the forming of
subversive perspective of urban politics during 1960s—70s; the deconstruction of popular ideas on modern
cities geography and space by radicalism under the influence of the revolution in May 1968 which resulted
in the spread of anti-essentialist heterogeneous and pluralist urban discourses after 1970s. Urban unthinking

that regards alternative lifestyles as its aim elaborates that planning is the way to build humane cities.
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