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The Wage Pull and the Peak of Labor Force Inflow into the City .
the Empirical Study of China s Economy Based on the Push—Pull Theory
Xu Qing

Abstract ; On the basis of the Push—Pull Theory of population migration, this paper. with the panel data
from 284 cities in China from 2004 to 2009, conducts empirical study of the entire sample and sub—sample
of the labor migration in China- The results indicate that as a whole the pull of urban wage level on labor
force inflow into the urban area is on the decrease, which means the growth of wage level will not necessarily
bring infinite labor force supply- According to the relation of inverted U pattern between the quantity of labor
force and the wage level: there is a theoretical peak of the quantity of the labor force inflow into the urban
area- Meanwhile, it~ s indicated from the urban sub— sample that there is difference between the pull of
wage level on labor force inflow in high —income level cities and that in low —income level cities- Those
high —income level cities have settled into the decreasing “inverted U” state of the pull of wage, while the
low —income level cities are in a state of increasing wage marginal utility - Therefore, the urbanization poli-
cies towards the two types of cities should be implemented distinctively- Meanwhile, the study initiates the
reflection on the relationship between the peak of urban labor force and the peak of labor force inflow -

Key words: Wage: Push —Pull Theory ; Factors Migration; Farmer Worker; Overflow of Migrant Workers ;
Shortage of Migrant Workers
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