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On Urban Innovation Ability Influenced by Urbanization:
A Case Study of the 28 Cities of the City Clusters Along the
Middle Reaches of the Yangtze River

QIU Yi & LI Ya —ke
( School of Business Hunan University of Science and Technology Xiangtan 411201 China)

Abstract: Based on panel data of the 28 prefecture — level cities along the middle reaches of the Yangtze
River from 2010 to 2015 this paper makes an empirical analysis of the urban innovation ability influenced by
urbanization. Results show that urbanization has a significantly positive effect on urban innovation ability and
it can produce positive human and material capital spillover effect which drives the urban innovation ability in—
directly. However due to a variety of problems in the development of the city clusters’ urbanization along the
middle reaches of the Yangtze River the human and capital spillover effect of urbanization has not been fully
exploited and the indirect driving role of urban innovation capability is not obvious.
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