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Strategies for and Practices of Building World-Class Universities
in France: Paris-Saclay University as an Example

ZHANG Hui LIU Bao-cun

(Institute of International and Comparative Education , Beijing Normal University , Beijing,100875)

Abstract:In the late 1990s, with the global trend in creating world-class universities, France imple-
mented a breakthrough major reform in higher education and explored the French model of creating
world-class universities, in order to address globalization challenges and the plight of universities. With
Paris-Saclay University as a typical case, this paper explained the background of the reform, the course
of development, strategic planning and practice of building world-class universities in France, together
with France's IDEX-based mode of governance, multidisciplinary and interagency training system, and
open, collaborative innovation platform.
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