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Suggestions on the Legislation for the Sh'i‘pping Industry in Hainan
Free Trade Port: On the Basis of the Research into Maritime Legal
System in Singapore

XIE Geng-quan'?, ZHANG Jian-wen’
(1. School of Foreign Languages, Hainan University, Haikou 570228, China;
2. Hainan Institute of Foreign Languages Documents and Public Opinion Relating to Hainan, Haikou 570228, China;
3. School of Civil and Commercial Law, Southwest University of Political Science and Law, Chongging 401120, China)

Abstract: A relatively complete maritime legal system and an ecosystem capable of providing timely and effective
judicial and legal services for the settlement of maritime disputes are the key to the rapid development of Singa-
pore into a global maritime shipping hub and a high-level free trade port. The legislative deficiencies in The Mari-
time Code of the People ’s Republic of China have severely restricted the development of the shipping industry in
China’s pilot free trade zones. Therefore, it is suggested that “shipping services” should be set up as a separate
chapter in the legislative framework. Meantime, the legislation for Hainan Free Trade Port is suggested to draw on
Singapore’ s experience in terms of legislative contents, referring to and aligning with the prevailing international
rules. Furthermore, the scientific and comprehensive regulations should be made for the development of the ship-
ping industry, which range from the policy guidance and support to the guarantee for the maritime legal system, so
as to build a more comprehensive maritime legal system for the development of the shipping industry in Hainan
Free Trade Zone.

Key words: Hainan Free Trade Port; shipping industry; maritime affair; legislation
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