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New Governance Mechanism for Global Climate Change and China’s Economic
Low-Carbon Transformation

He Jiankun (Tsinghua University)

Abstract: The Paris Agreement established a new mechanism for post-2020 global climate governance. It was guided by the
urgent global long-term goals of controlling temperature rise and reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and based on all
parties’ voluntary intended nationally determined contributions(INDCs). Under the principles of equity and fairness, all
parties would consciously and voluntarily engage in the cooperation in combating climate change which constitutes the urgent
and likely irreversible threat to the earth and mankind, and will achieve mutual benefit and common development. China
had actively promoted the formulation of the Agreement and proposed an ambitious post-2020 INDC target and its action
plan. This reflects that China is willing to bear its responsibility as a big developing country. Guided by the target, China
has directed its economy onto the pathway of climate-friendly and low-carbon development. Under the “new normal” of
economic development, China will work on converting the drive of development, transforming the growth pattern, adjusting
economic structure and upgrading industrial transformation, so as to decrease the energy intensity and CO, intensity of GDP
to a great extent and effectively control the increase of CO, emissions. In the 13th Five-Year Plan (FYP) period, China will
adopt stronger policies on energy saving and carbon reduction, including the double control mechanism of “intensity” and
“total”. It is expected that the annual growth rate of China’s CQ, emissions from energy consumption will fall from the 6.
03% of the 11th FYP period and the 2. 71% of the 12th FYP period to about 1. 6% in the 13th FYP period. All these will
lay a foundation for achieving the INDC objective of the peaking of CO, emissions around 2030, and help to form a new
setup of modernization consisting of developed economy, improved environment and reduced CQ, emissions. China will
make new contributions to advancing the global cooperation in addressing climate change.
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