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The Historical Investigation on the Foundation of the Engineering Discipline in
British Universities

Take the University of London as an Example

YUAN Chuan — ming
( College of Education, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, 310028, China )

Abstract: The foundation of the engineering discipline in University of London has experienced four sta-
ges: the embryonic stage, nascent stage, established stage and consolidation stage. In the embryonic stage,
it attaches to the quite practical discipline of physics, chemistry, and so on; in the nascent stage, it sets up
the department of engineering and teaching lab; in the established stage, it installs the faculty of engineering
and Bachelor of Science; in the consolidation stage, it achieves the reorganization of resources and tremen-
dous development. Through the historical investigation on the above four stages, the paper holds that the revo-
lution and development of the engineering discipline in the modern British universities has suffered from the
external market orientation, the internal own logical drive of discipline, and the great influence of the ideo-
logical trend of scientific education.

Key words: University of London; engineering discipline; motive force of development
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