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Traumatic Memory Writing About Singapore’ s
Sook Ching Massacre in the Bloody Sea

ZHU Dawei
Gannan Normal University Ganzhou 341000 China)

( The Center for Singapore Studies

Abstract: After the victory of the anti-Japanese war Xie Songshan a Nanyang overseas Chinese according to the painful experi—

ences of his own and other people in the wartime wrote a classic poetry collection the Blood Sea which was a publish record in Nan—

yang for a time. This book inherited the narrating tradition of the national sufferings in the Chinese poetry history giving full play to the

specialty of the poetry in terms of narrating and sensation. It reappeared the Chinese communitys collective traumatic memory of the

Sook Ching Massacre from four dimensions: the nature of the trauma the nature of the victims the relationship between the trauma vic—

tims and the wider audience as well as the identification of responsibilities. The purpose of Xie Songshan’ s traumatic memory writing

was not to remember hatred or seek revenge but to transform the individuals communicative memory into the cultural trauma of the o—

verseas Chinese community and even the entire human race by means of endowing it with the universal significance of shaping human’

s moral ethics and future destiny under the context of collectivism and universe and eventually to take the memorial responsibility of

writing history preserving history healing trauma and building long-asting peace to the world.
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