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Interpreting the Cultural Connotation of Beijing’s Modern Industrial Heritages:
from the Perspectives of Danwei in Urban China

ZHANG Yan CHAI Yanwei

[Abstract]Since the foundation of the People’s Republic of China in 1949 Beijing as the capital city had been experiencing rapid
development of modern industry under the strategy of transiting from the consume city to the product city. In this trend numbers of
Danwei compounds were built as a basic social and spatial unit in the city to implement its industrialization strategy which compose the
major modern industrial heritages of Beijing. However these old Danwei compounds have been facing the challenge of moving outward
or even go bankrupt during the process of market-oriented transition since 1978 driven by the transformation of urban economic
structure the functional replacement of urban land in the process of urban redevelopment as well as urban environment governance et
al. Scholars from the Architecture and Urban Planning have been calling for protecting the precarious industrial heritages with a sense
of urgency. However the existing redevelopment cases paid much attention to the protection and reuse of the single industrial building
while ignored to understand and explore the cultural connotation underlying the industrial heritages. Aiming at contribute to these
intelligent gap this paper argued to understand and interpret the cultural connotation of Beijing’s modern industrial heritages from the
perspective of Danwei. Taken Beijing No. 2 Textile factory as a case study the physical ( or spatial) characteristic the institutional
arrangement as well as social tie of Danwei compound were interpreted. Finally we put forward that the Danwei compound including
both factory and the residential area should be protected as a whole historical district.

[Keywords] Modern Industrial Heritage; Cultural Connotation; Danwei Compound; Beijing City

( 1)
The Coordinates of Urban Planning on the Map of Economics

ZHAO Yanjing

[Abstract ]To understand the role of governments properly is the basis of understanding urban planning. The function of government is
not to deal with so called “market failure”. Its nature is a firm who supplies public goods through managing the spatial factors. Like all
other firms the rule of the behaviors of a government is to maximize its profit. In this point of view we can explain many issues such
as competition among governments public participation. It helps us make the new conclusions to those issues puzzle planners for long
time. It suggests the professional coordinates of city planning may need to make a significant change.

[Keywords] Urban Planning; Economics; Public Goods
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