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Curriculum Reform in the Guideline of Core Competencies

Overview of the Singaporean Curriculum Reform in Basic Education

GU Xiulin DING Nianjin

Abstract: Singapore was the number one in "PISA 2015", showing that Singapore's basic education
had achieved excellent results. The thesis reviews the Singaporean curriculum reform in basic education
from its diachronism and consistency just like making a pilgrimage. Singaporean curriculum reform facing
the 21st century mainly reflects on education objectives, core competencies and school system. There are
four highlights in Singaporean curriculum reform: flexibility, "elitism", emphasis on non-academic abilities,
and core competencies in command. Learning from the Singaporean curriculum reform in basic education,
Shanghai curriculum reform in basic education should put learners in the centre, pay attention to the elite
in the public, lay emphasis on the development of students' non - academic abilities, and integrate the core
competencies into curriculum reform.

Key Words: Singapore; basic education; the reform of curriculum; Shanghai
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