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Development of China’s Urban Agglomerations

and Their Cultural Transformation

LIU Shidin
( Institute of Urban Science Research Shanghai Jiaotong University Shanghai 200240 China)

Abstract: In Chinas urbanization process “industrialization” in economy and production coincides with “westerniza—
tion” of lifestyle. The former has led directly to the depletion and pollution of resources and environment leaving cities
stuck in various “urban diseases” that endangered sustainability; the latter desecrated everything that is beautiful in tradi—
tional social values and creeds turning cities into spiritual emptiness. China’s eastern urban agglomerations follow the path
of “economy-driven urban agglomeration. ” Although rapid growth had been achieved in total economy transportation infra—
structure and population size over a short period of time it led to serious imbalance between “material culture” and “hu-
manitarian spirit”  between “hard power” and “soft power”. As a result it is imperative to cultivate cultural mechanism
for urban agglomerations with distinct hierarchical features and active roles in coordination so as to promote the “shift in
development mode for economy-driven urban agglomeration” with industrialization and modern transportation as the leading
elements. It is also necessary to rebuild and rejuvenate regional “smaller traditional culture” within the overall framework of
“revitalizing the nation with socialist culture” enabling such culture to exert greater influence in building hierarchical sys—
tem of urban agglomerations and regional integration and coordinated development.
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