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Epistemological Positioning and Critical Reading in News Discourse:

A Case Study of News Reports in China Daily and New York Times

WANG Guo-feng
( Ningbo Institute of Technology Zhejian University Ningbo 315100 China)

Abstract: Epistemological Positioning refers to human being’ s assessments concerning knowledge including
source of knowledge the way knowledge is acquired certainty of knowledge deviations from knowledge and ex—
tent. This paper focuses on the salient feature of news discourse — sourcing exemplified by two news reports on
the Durban Climate Conference respectively from China Daily and The New York Times. It makes a contrast and
comparison of this specific discourse construction strategy analyzing how the journalists in the two reports express
their attitudes in a covert way by employing this strategy. It also explores how to combine the three elements — his—
torical situations social-cultural contexts and linguistic signs in teaching to guide students to realize that linguistics
signs are a means of knowledge construction and to cultivate their critical thinking.
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pact on climate change.
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that mandatory cuts would slow their growth and con—
demn millions to poverty.

(3) Some analysts argued that the Europeans were
required to compromise on their position accepting a
vague promise of a legal treaty without assurances it

would ever be ratified.
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