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ABSTRACT: Researchers in the fields of geography
and urban planning generally pay less attention to
the impact on urban human settlements produced
by transition of political and economic institutions.
During the process of New Urbanization in China,
the role of “local-development-oriented government”
will be gradually weakened. From the perspectives
including city rights, government responsibilities and
public finance expenditure, the paper puts forward
three primary tendencies in construction of human
settlements on the basis of a full consideration over
the potential influences of citizenization of urban
residents and democratization of government’s
decision-making. The first tendency is the transition
from “infrastructure supply that is dominantly from
investment at the city scale” to “fulfilling demands
of diversified communities in an inclusive way”;
secondly, the adoption of “public participation in the
urban-level budget expenditure” and the “recognition
of city rights” to urban residents at the community
level; thirdly, the monitoring and inspection over

“selected implementation of urban-rural planning.”
KEYWORDS: city rights; government responsibility;
urban human settlement
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