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RESEARCH ON PLANNING, CONSTRUCTION, AND MANAGEMENT OF GREENBELTS
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ABSTRACT: As a planning strategy to control
urban sprawl, greenbelts provide green spaces of
nearby leisure for urban residents, as well as play an
increasingly important role in dealing with climate
change and preservation of biological diversity.
In China, greenbelt has become one of the regular
instruments of spatial planning in matters of treating
urban expansion since the 1990s. Nevertheless,
gap still exists between the blueprint plan and the
implementation. The understanding of developing
mechanism, administrative responsibility and
institutional construction related to greenbelt should
be strengthened. This paper has taken the greenbelts
in Cologne and Frankfurt am Main as two exemplary
cases of German greenbelts and analyzed their
development processes, spatial arrangements and
administrative institutions. The study has indicated

that stability regarding the boundary definition and
legislation framework as well as flexibility regarding
the administrative institutions and implementer
strategies are very meaningful for sustainable
development of greenbelt.
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