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The Establishment of Japan’

Library
LIU Ying, LIAO Yuanli, HU Damin

s First Public Library: Tokyo Yushima

Abstract During the periods of Tokugawa Shogunate and Meiji, Japan had actively sent missions to visit western
developed countries and libraries caught the attention of Japanese scholars. After returning home, these scholars
recorded what they saw, heard and thought in books and actively engaged in the estalishment of Japanese public
libraries. In 1872, the first public library in Japan, Tokyo Yushima Library, was successfully opened to the
public, and then libraries in other regions mushroomed as well. The librarianship in Japan stepped into a new era.
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