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Frankfurt has achieved the localization of one
of the most important instruments of the European
economy, but it did not resolve its re- urbanization
after the barbaric destruction of war. Maybe it is
too much fo expect that the same administration
should offer brilliant ideas to both questions at
once. The great city shouldn't have to be a
guarantee of suitable order for collective wealth.

The reconstruction began with an erroneous
idea: to renovate the urban settings with
reproductions of old facades, as happened in
many German and Polish cities with the pretension
of recuperating by these means their identity. The
result was foreseen; today, the old square in
Frankfurt is a ridiculous sight, with some facades
which appear to be of paper stone and which
hide some frightful interiors, lost between the bad
taste of the fifties' and the surrounding poverty of
the failed imitations. We were not aware that the
seeking of European identity could only be
recuperated by correctly planning the new city,
without imitating styles or catastrophically
reminiscences, but with the due structural historical
reference. They applied the new social and
economical circumstances to the old outlines and
they imposed the three usual urban ills, surburbs,
the mono purpose of sectors and the
disconnection of shapes and morphological
between the architecture and the city. The
accumulation of vulgar skyscrapers causes the
city to be deserted halfway thorough the day and
the residential peripheries squander the territory
and the services.

It must be acknowledged that parallel to the

67 #H7E /Models
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9 SMERIERN, /External perspectives
10 2 /Elevation

lack of urban decisions, the city showed with great
success another type of dealing: it offered spaces
for economic and social activities, frusting in that
the social value of these activities would give only
by itself an urban value. The enterprise of market
areas and the central quality of its airport are the
most excellent examples, referenced by all the
salespeople worldwide, already attracted by the
Bundesbank and the Stock Exchange. But also
between the seventies' and the eighties; there
was also a political policy of rebuilding cultural
foundations- especially museums - and the
assignments of big projects to many prestigious
architects: Richard Meier (Applied Arts), Mathias
O. Ungers (Architecture), Gunter Behnisch
(Communication), Hans Hollein (Contemporary
Art), which together with the simultaneous
rehabilitations reach today a total of 22 museum
establishments. For a city of 600.000 inhabitants -
even if they are concentrated in a populous land
- this offer is a very important indicative, which has
even achieved an urban function with a social
activity physically infegrated.

Now there is another occasion to influence
the urban structure of this city with the construction
of a building of singular economic and social
importance: the new headquarters of the
European Central Bank, with its 250.000 square
meters of constructed superficies. In the recent
past the international competition for the
architectural project has been judged and has
been won by the Viennese team Coop Himmeblau
with a skyscraper in which their habitual stylistic
gestures are combined: two massive warped

7

bodies between which the torrential deluge is
suspended and deconstructed with iron and glass,
which house the collective functions. It is a good
project, but it is also a proof that instead of
changing the urban tone of Frankfurt, it attempts
to maintain the hubbub of the inescapable high
rise with shapes advertising against urban planning.

71 architects entered the competition, among
those; there were some prestigious names
(Mecanoo, Perrault, OMA, Gehry, Morophosis,
etc). 12 were selected for the second phase and
amongst those, only two did not propose the
stereotype skyscraper model and offered a cluster
of buildings, that is, an architecture which
organized a neighborhood with streets and
squares, extremely well thought out in the
transference of the center to the western periphery.
The authors of these projects were the Barcelonese
studio, Miralles - Tagliabue and the Danish group
KHR. The majority of the jury disqualified both very
early on, precisely because they did not conform
to the stereotype. Someone even affirmed with his
formal modesty - so urban! - That the bank wouldn't
mark the representative landmark that it would
deserve as the monetary centre of all Europe.
Supposedly, this landmark would only be modern
if it imitated American architecture. Those discreet
buildings with windows and balconies open to a
succession of streetfs reminded them, they said of
Soviet architecture. The arguments in favor of a
vision neither specifically European nor the
necessity of utilizing a new moment in order to
renovate a very deteriorated area of Frankfurt
held any weight. []
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11 AOBEMA AEntrance floor plan
12 BBTEMR First floor plan
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