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Philosophy and Politics: The Transformation of the Frankfurt School’s
Critical Theory from 1931 to 1949

YIN Rujun

(Department of Chinese, Sun Yat—sen University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510275, China )

Abstract: In the early 1930s, the Frankfurt School’s Critical Theory was on the path of social philosophy. As the medium

between the individual experience and the overall structure of society, the main object of social philosophy is the cultural

life of human beings. The Frankfurt school discover that the subjectivity is declining rapidly. There is a mutual

confirmation relationship between authoritarian personality and social structure. Under the situation that political

interventions have effectively alleviated capitalist economic contradictions, Critical Theory holds that power motives have

replaced profit motives as the dominant force in the development of state capitalism. Economic issues have been replaced

by technical and managerial issues. Capitalist democracy has a more distant future. Marked by the Dialectic of

Enlightenment, Critical Theory has gone beyond the Marxism, showing profound doubts about socialist revolution. It breaks

away from the identity reductionist tradition of "negation of negation" in Hegel s dialectics and turns to the profound

confirmation of Non—Identity and negation. Although this kind of discredited criticism is almost impossible to realize, it

still holds the promise of a theoretical utopia.

Key words: Frankfurt School; Critical Theory; Marxism; totalitarianism



