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Transformation from Disorder to Order :

A Tentative Study on London Declaration
WANG Guang-wei
( College of Social Development ,Fujian Normal University , Fuzhou 350007 , Fujian)

Abstract ; The principle achievement of the International Navy Conference is the London Declaration . Britain
proposed to call the conference with the object of arriving at an agreement as to what are the generally recognized
principles of international law. There are seventy one articles in the declaration which includes rules of blockade,
contraband ,and destruction of neutral vessels and transfer of merchant — vessels. In general,the declaration is the
outcome of compromise between belligerent rights and neutral rights. It makes clear the rights and duties between
belligerent state and neutral state ,marks transform of international law from disorder to order,and forms a uniform
system of international law. However, because Britain declined to approve,the London Declaration wasn’ t recog-
nized by other states. This became the source of the controversy concerning The London Declaration between Brit-
ain and the United States during the First World War.

Key words: London Declaration ; International Navy Conference; Britain; rule of international law;

neutral trade
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