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Ethnic Rights in the “Global City”
YAO Shang-jian

East China University of Political Science and Law School of Political Science and Public Administration Shanghai 201620 China

Abstract The history of urban development is also the history of ethnic group gathering. In the ethnic narrative of
autonomous cities, the expansion of cities is the social consequence of the growth of rights. The protection of ethnic cultural
rights is accomplished through the horizontal exchange of rights. However, in the ethnic narrative of authoritarian cities, the
cities cannot surpass the boundaries of state governance, ethnic culture rights are achieved through vertical empowerment of
state power. Under the influence of global capital, ethnic groups and national borders cross each other, thus forming the
interweaving of the nation-state governance and state-nation governance. The significance of globalization for cities is that
becoming a citizen of the country is not the primary choice for local governance, however, becoming a city resident is a
starting point of urban governance.
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