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Research on the Issue of “Racial Equality” in Paris Peace Conference
LI Wen-ming
( Department of History Sun Yat-sen University Guangzhou 510275 China)

Abstract: At the Paris Peace Conference in 1919 the Japanese delegation proposed to incorporate the
principle of “racial equality” into the League of Nations Treaty which was rejected by the United King—
dom the United States and other countries. The principle of “racial equality” proposed by Japan was
mainly to solve the problem of racial discrimination suffered by its citizens abroad and to ensure Japan’s
status in the League of Nations was not affected by racial issues. However with the progress of the con—
ference Japan’s appeal objectively became an important reason to force the United States to compromise
with Japan on the Shantung issue. The Chinese delegation was passively involved in the debate on this is—
sue without any preparation in advance. As China urgently relied on the help of the United Kingdom the
United States and other countries on the Shantung issue it only expressed limited support for Japan re—
flecting the fragility of China’s position as a victorious country after World War 1.

Key words: Paris Peace Conference; racial equality; League of Nations; the Shantung issue
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