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Survey objectives

1.1. Upon the full implementation of the
New Senior Secondary (NSS) academic
structure in the 2012/13 school year, and with
the aims of enhancing the support for the
implementation of the NSS curriculum and
helping students meet their aspirations via
multiple pathways, this Bureau launched the
Secondary 6 (S6) Students’ Pathway Survey
to collect basic information on the educational
status of S6 graduates on an annual basis
since 2012.

1.2. Being the sixth round in the series,
the 2017 survey was conducted to understand
the activity status (including pursuing
full-time study; full-time employment;
part-time employment or part-time study; and
neither employment nor study) of 2016/17 S6
graduates as at the reference date of October
2017. Information on the type of full-time
courses being taken by S6 graduates was also

collected in the survey for analyses.

Survey coverage

13. The survey covered all 2016/17 S6
graduates in all local ordinary secondary day
schools in Hong Kong (including
government, aided and Caput schools, schools
under the Direct Subsidy Scheme (DSS) and

private schools offering local curriculum), but
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excluding schools under the English Schools
Foundation, other international schools and
schools offering non-local curricula (e.g.
International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma
Programme). This is because the activity
status of the students in these courses may be
quite different from that of local ordinary
school students; their study plans bear little
relevance to the provision of school places in

local ordinary schools.

Data collection method

1.4. To facilitate data collection and
input, this Bureau introduced an
e-questionnaire  for all local ordinary
secondary day schools to report information
on their S6 students’ pathways at school level.
All 456 local ordinary secondary day schools
with 2016/17 S6 graduates (covering a total
of some 51 500 target graduates) responded to
the survey. However, some 1 500 graduates
in the responded schools did not provide any
information. Since information on the
activity status of these 1500 graduates was
not available, this report covers only some
50000 responded 2016/17 S6 graduates.
Please refer to the limitations of survey

findings in paragraph 1.7.
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Quality control

1.5. To ensure the accuracy and reliability
of the findings, the survey was subject to
rigorous scrutiny. Quality control measures
were carried out during the survey operation

and data processing phases.

1.6. Instant  validation checks were
applied in the e-questionnaire. The
validation rules were strictly set and
constituted the major part of quality control in
the data processing stage. These validation
checks could eliminate duplicated returns of
individual school data, inconsistent or
illogical responses to the survey. Besides,
any dubious answers were clarified by the
survey officers through telephone follow-ups
with the schools concerned. In this way,
mis-reporting errors were minimised and the

validity of data could be ensured.

Limitation of survey findings

1.7. Caution should be taken in
interpreting the figures in this report as the
activity status of some 1 500 non-responded
graduates may be totally different from that of

the responded graduates.
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Chapter 2

Survey Findings

2R e

Activity Status

2.1. w49 984 ¢ 3 v & A 2.1. Among the 49984 2016/17 S6
oA R e 2016/178 & ¢ graduates who responded to the survey,
= & £ 47 5 903%%F 3 H 90.3% were pursuing full-time study. 5.1%
2P A EHRAES I%KE > B were engaging in full-time employment and
®53.0%3% & PFF 1 07 & 3 & 3.0% were engaging in  part-time
RS oa kT 5 1.7% P employment or part-time study. The
b1 FAAE R HE - (B 2.1) remaining 1.7% were neither Dbeing

®2.1 :

employed nor pursuing any study. (Chart 2.1)

2016/17 8 & ¢ = 2 X2 42017 # 10 ? chi A B2 R EFRDAFRE | LA A H

Chart 2.1 : Number and Percentage Distribution of 2016/17 S6 Graduates by Activity Status,
October 2017

B RS
Pursuing full-time study
45127 (90.3%)

ES E%% 1iF
Full-time employment
2 547 (5.1%)

A PERFL )

2 pER R
Part-time employment /
part-time study

1477 (3.0%)

Neither employment nor study
833 (1.7%)

3w 2 B E A L

#c: 49 984
Total number of responded S6 graduates: 49 984

EEa (1) 2016/17 & & ¥ = Z £ 4 e A ] 5 51500 4 -
(2 d FwdET ~ Bl T FRIPN B BIIE P R A AR e B R T
(1) Total number of 2016/17 S6 graduates was some 51 500.

(2) There is a slight discrepancy between the sum of percentages of individual items and the
total as shown in the above chart due to rounding.
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Y

2.2. There was a higher proportion of
2016/17 S6 graduates who were pursuing
full-time study (90.3%) when compared with
that of 2015/16 S6 graduates (88.9%). The
proportion of 2016/17 S6 graduates (1.7%)
who were neither being employed nor
pursuing any study was close to that of
2015/16 S6 graduates (1.6%). On the other
hand, the proportions among the 2016/17
graduates who were engaging in full-time
employment  (5.1%) and  part-time
employment/study (3.0%) respectively were
lower than those of 2015/16 S6 graduates
(5.7% and 3.8%).  (Chart 2.2)

W2.2:  2015/16 2 2016/17 §&# » R £ 2 LR X & et A2 A F R ot 2 F
Chart 2.2 : Percentage Distribution of 2015/16 and 2016/17 S6 Graduates by Activity Status in the

Year of Graduation

100%
Fzb1 (70 Neither employment
P nor study
1.6% 1.7%
90%
e IS PERF T/ Part-time employment /
s o PR RS part-time study
& 3.8% 3.0%
g
© 80%
[
: \
2 E =S Full-time employment
% 5.7% 5.1%
[{=4
70%
2P HIRE Pursuing full-time study
f 88.9% 90.3%
0%

2015/16
B £ School Year

dr () EFFRALZEER 10 B -

2016/17

Q) d3e T 2B R P RIP BYIEP E A AR T R B AR R G o

Notes: (1) Figures refer to the position as at October of the year of graduation.

(2) There may be a slight discrepancy between the sum of percentages of individual items and the corresponding totals as

shown in the above chart due to rounding.
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2.3.

graduates,

Analysed by school sector of the
(91.1%)
recorded a relatively higher percentage of

government schools
2016/17 S6 graduates who were pursuing
full-time study. On the other hand, schools
under the Direct Subsidy Scheme and local
private schools as a whole had the highest
percentage of S6 graduates who were
engaging in full-time employment (7.2%).
(Table 2.1)

L4 h2016/17 8 &P = &%

Table 2.1 : Number and Percentage Distribution of 2016/17 S6 Graduates by Activity Status and
School Sector of the Graduates, October 2017

SRR # el
Activity Status School Sector
ERF R
T AL b Ay &3
Government Aided/Caput DSS/Local Private All
’\ﬁt '}j‘,g\bb Agg; 'ﬁA,\LL &g;; 'F'l‘,l,,\LL Agt FA,\LL
No. % No. % No. % No. %
2P FIRE 3105 | 91.1 [36081 | 90.6 | 5941 | 88.0 45127 | 90.3
Pursuing full-time study
3}@‘ 1 iF 169 5.0 1 890 4.7 488 7.2 | 2547 5.1
Full-time employment
AR ERRE 09 32| 1233 3.1 135 20| 1477 | 30
Part-time employment /
part-time study
W EARE 24 07| 624 1.6 185 27| 833 1.7
Neither employment nor study
KNS 3407 100.0 | 39 828 100.0 | 6749 100.0 | 49984 | 100.0
Total
o (D BF PR E AL S1500 L5 D AHRF016/1THEES 2 BED P % 50000 %3 v fpnld £ 4 o
2R¥ 17 55 r@g ,ét;i- RNy
@) 4 AT r PG AP RUILR SE AR T R 2 A i N
Notes: (1) Figures cover only some 50 000 responded graduates out of a total of some 51 500 target 2016/17 S6 graduates. Please

refer to the limitations of survey findings in paragraph 1.7.

(2) There may be a slight discrepancy between the sum of percentages of individual items and the corresponding totals as

shown in the above table due to rounding.



A Bk A

24t 45127 & o 4 3 @
PP 4l A 2016/178 & ¢
2R % 4 Y, Ag o & (T
19 552 4 & 43.3%)i3 3 £ L
B ke o 15 522 4 (34.4%)
i o® B O oo 2 9811 4
(21.7%) % # # ©# 2 p 4 %
f2 o 4 T h 242 4 (0.5%)0] £
#Pon oo (W 2.3)

Course of Study

2.4. Among the 45127 2016/17 S6
graduates who were pursuing full-time study,
more than 40% (i.e. 19 552 or 43.3%) were
studying Bachelor’s degree programmes.
15 522 (34.4%) were taking post-secondary
programmes and 9811 (21.7%) were
studying other full-time courses. The
remaining 242 (0.5%) were repeating S6.
(Chart 2.3)

23 2017 & 10 ? &3 3 kAR g B 34 e F 23 2 p 41356425 2016/17 8 £ 7 ~ &

¥4 &&A’ﬁ/ﬂ\w/ﬂ\‘é‘

Chart 2.3 : Number and Percentage Distribution of 2016/17 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing
Full-time Study by Type of Course, October 2017

g1 5 =54
Bachelor's
degree
programmes
19 552 (43.3%)

I

e
Post-secondary programmes
15 522 (34.4%)

His > p 434
Other full-time courses
9811 (21.7%)

il =i
S6 course
242 (0.5%)

BFH P A 22 E 4 L § 45127
Number of S6 graduates who were pursuing full-time study: 45 127

i A e T oG

RN BRI P E A A B A s e

Note: There is a slight discrepancy between the sum of percentages of individual items and the total as
shown in the above chart due to rounding.
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2.5. Analysed by type of courses being
taken and school sector of the graduates,
among the 2016/17 S6 graduates who were
pursuing full-time study, graduates of
schools under the Direct Subsidy Scheme
and local private schools (51.2%) and
government schools (46.6%) registered
relatively higher proportions of studying
Bachelor’s degree programmes than those of
aided/Caput schools (41.7%). On the other
hand, the  proportion of  taking
post-secondary programmes among the
graduates of aided/Caput schools (35.7%)
was higher than those of the graduates of
government schools (31.8%) and schools
under the Direct Subsidy Scheme and local
private schools (28.0%).  (Table 2.2)
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Table 2.2 : Number and Percentage Distribution of 2016/17 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing
Full-time Study by Type of Course and School Sector of the Graduates, October 2017
AL B sy
Course School Sector
EEFT R
T For/de 2 ph el ahs £
Government Aided/Caput DSS/Local Private All
A #ic —ﬁA,\LL A #c —ﬁ,lo\l,'- A #ic ’ﬁ;};'— A #ic pA,\LL
No. % No. % No. % No. %
e RN A 1448 | 46.6 | 15060 | 41.7 | 3044 | 512 | 19552 | 433
Bachelor’s degree
programmes(l)
bt 988 | 31.8 | 12869 | 357 | 1665| 28.0 | 15522 | 34.4
Post-secondary programmes”
Hi 2 p 4la?) 665 | 214 | 7993 | 222 | 1153 | 194 | 9811 | 217
Other full-time courses®
a2 4 0.1 159 0.4 79 1.3 242 0.5
Secondary 6 course
o 3105 | 100.0 | 36 081 | 100.0 5941 | 100.0 | 45127 | 100.0
Total
i (1) L8 P%ﬁ}_mﬁ;:; L2 ] BROEFUFTT P AR R TRt s 2 H s a vt iR B
EEBE BT PR
2 &+ P%ﬁ}_mﬁ;:.; 2D BEICT AR P TRt s R H s g Bep
g’l g (e F%’FR—E’ "5 CAS S F%%g—mg 2 A 39: °
() His 2 plfArinicF ¢ BB ARE v QA AAHFARL G~ H W 2&%%5 FAL (¢ feEd e
2 TEiet L34l ) it 2 BHAT - A F A AI(1)E QR Z b Ak R ?\déu IYTEY- i N )
EE LY
(4) @ w BT~ 2 AN BRIE D OF A AR T i B AR G D e

Notes:

(1) Figures for "Bachelor's degree programmes"

include students attending Bachelor's degree programmes offered by

providers of the publicly-funded programmes, providers of self-financing programmes and other overseas institutions.

(2) Figures for "Post-secondary programmes" include students attending Associate Degree programmes and Higher Diploma
programmes offered by providers of the publicly-funded programmes, providers of self-financing programmes and other
overseas institutions.

(3) Figures for "Other full-time courses" include students attending Diploma of Vocational Education programmes, Diploma
of Foundation Studies, Other Diploma programmes, Vocational programmes (including certificate courses and Youth
Employment and Training Programme), Diploma Yi Jin programme and local/non-local courses not mentioned in Note
(1) and Note (2).

(4) There may be a slight discrepancy between the sum of percentages of individual items and the corresponding totals as
shown in the above table due to rounding.
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Chart 2.4 : Percentage Distribution of 2015/16 and 2016/17 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing
Full-time Study in the Year of Graduation by Type of Course

2.6.
S6 graduates who were studying Bachelor’s
(43.3%) and other
full-time courses (21.7%) were all higher
than those of the 2015/16 S6 graduates
(41.7% and 19.6%). On the other hand, the
proportion of 2016/17 graduates (34.4%)

who

The proportions among the 2016/17

degree programmes

were  studying  post-secondary
programmes was lower than that of the

2015/16 S6 graduates (37.9%). (Chart 2.4)

Pl 2 ¥ E a3 E > p F15A2992015/16 2 2016/17 ¥

Other full-time
courses
21.7%

S6 course
0.5%

Post-secondary
programmes
34.4%

100%
His 2 p F15%AE
19.6%
80%
¢ A AR
_ 0.9%
S
5 60%
s
g
S L S
= 37.9%
& 40%
(=%
20%
CER LN
41.7%
0%

Bachelor's degree
programmes
43.3%

i

Q) ¥ 3w BT o~ o

Notes:

2015/16

2016/17

# & School Year

(D) HEFFp R Ereixl0? Faoffw
I R SRR R R EE S

(1) Figures refer to the position as at October of the year of graduation.

(2) There is a slight discrepancy between the sum of percentages of individual items and the corresponding totals as shown in
the above chart due to rounding.
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Location of Further Study

2.7. Among the 45127 2016/17 S6
graduates who were pursuing full-time study,
90.1% (i.e. 40 648) continued studying in
Hong Kong. Only 9.9% (i.e. 4479) were
pursuing full-time study outside Hong Kong.
(Chart 2.5)

B2.5: 2017 & 10 " &2 B R o o F 2 F 2 p $135A4202016/17 5 & ¢ =~ 2 4 4

WE LT

Chart 2.5 : Number and Percentage Distribution of 2016/17 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing
Full-time Study by Place of Study, October 2017

£k R
Pursuing further study in
Hong Kong
40 648 (90.1%)

LR -SRI S 4
Pursuing further study
outside Hong Kong
4479 (9.9%)

BESHF P HIHga? 2 2 E G L 45127
Number of S6 graduates who were pursuing full-time study: 45 127
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2.8. The proportion of  graduates
studying in Hong Kong among the 2016/17
S6 graduates who were pursuing full-time
study (90.1%) was comparable to that
(89.8%) among the 2015/16 S6 graduates.
(Chart 2.6)

Fl2.6 : #HAF» FRHAOELEEGEEBH 2P FI5AR52015/16 2 2016/17 § £ ¢ =

BEAIGTF LS

Chart 2.6 : Percentage Distribution of 2015/16 and 2016/17 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing
Full-time Study in the Year of Graduation by Place of Study

100%
ERBEEE —__ Pursuing further study
KX R outside Hong Kong
80% 10.2% 9.9%
(4
S
% 60%
§ RN ?ursuing further study
2 89.8% ___— inHongKong
5 90.1%
/; 40%
=8
20%
0%

2015/16

T EF AP ALEER0 Y PR o

2016/17

& £ School Year

Note:  Figures refer to the position as at October of the year of graduation.
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Type of Course for Pursuing Further Study

outside Hong Kong

2.9. About 80% of the 4 479 2016/17 S6
graduates who were studying outside Hong
Kong (i.e. 3628 or 81.0%) were pursuing
Bachelor’s degree programmes. The
remaining 567 (12.7%) and 284 (6.3%) were
taking post-secondary programmes and other
courses respectively. Analysed by place of
study, 1245 (27.8%) of the 4479 S6
graduates were studying in Taiwan, followed
by 914 (20.4%) in the United Kingdom, 878
(19.6%) in the Mainland, 626 (14.0%) in
Australia, 245 (5.5%) in the United States of
America and 171 (3.8%) in Canada.
(Table 2.3)



£2.3:

HARn2016/17 BE ¢ 2 B ES LA F AT
Table 2.3 : Number and Percentage Distribution of 2016/17 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing
Full-time Study Outside Hong Kong by Place of Study and Type of Course, October

2017 & 10 * 2 B3 %32 B3 i L3 o g B b R >0 4

2017
Sl AL
Place of Study Course
g1 8 %A E N B > p AR
Bachelor’s degree Post-secondary Other full-time &
programmes programmes courses
A #ic —F']‘A,\LL A #c ‘F']‘A,\LL A #c ‘ﬁg\;t A #c ‘FT/,,\L—L
No. % No. % No. % No. %
RS 1209 333 18 32 18 6.3 1245 27.8
Taiwan
R 703 19.4 165 | 29.1 46 | 16.2 914 | 204
The United Kingdom
S 760 20.9 57 10.1 61 21.5 878 19.6
The Mainland
LT 432 11.9 147 25.9 47 16.5 626 14.0
Australia
¥ 143 39 87 15.3 15 5.3 245 5.5
The United States of
America
S 124 3.4 36 6.3 11 3.9 171 3.8
Canada
# 257 7.1 57| 101 86 | 30.3 400 8.9
Others
S S 3628 100.0 567 100.0 284 100.0 4 479 100.0
Total
= 4% BT 2 R FAPNBRIED DF AV AR ST B REREE G I o
Note:  There may be a slight discrepancy between the sum of percentages of individual items and the corresponding totals as shown

in the above table due to rounding.

14



School Education Statistics Section
Education Bureau



