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 1877.] The Fires of Londoon and the Fire Brigade. 137

 been 1,78 7. Of these 9 X were false alarms, 64 proved to be only chimney alarms,
 and i,6 3 2 were calls for fires, of which I66 resulted in serious damage, and i,466
 in slight damage.

 "These figures refer only to the regular calls for fires, or supposed fires,
 involving the turning out of firemen, fire engines, horses, and coachmen; they do
 not include trifling damages by fires which were not sufficiently important to
 require the attendance of firemen; neither do they include the ordinary calls
 for chimneys on fire, which are separately accounted for further on.

 "The fires of 1876, compared with those of 1875, show an increase of o0;

 and compared with the average of the last ten years, there is an increase of 4+.
 -The proportion of serious to slight losses-I66 to I,466-shows that our

 success in reducing losses during 1876 has been about the same as in the previous
 year.

 "The following table gives it both in actual numbers and percentages:

 Number of Fires. Percentage.

 Y ear. - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _

 Serious. Slight. Total. Serious. Sliglt. Total.

 1866 .... 3z6 1,012 1,338 25 75 100
 67 ....... 245 1,152 1,397 18 82 I 00
 '68 ..... Z35 1,433 I,668 14 86 I00
 '69 . 9.... 199 1,373 I,572 13 87 1oo
 70 ..... z76 1,670 I,946 14 86 100
 '71 .. Z07 1,635 I,842 I I 89 I 00
 '72 ... I z 134 1,494 8 92 I 00
 '73 .. i66 1,382 1,548 I I 89 ioo
 '74 ... 154 1,419 1,573 I 0 90 I 00
 '75 .. i63 1,366 I,5Z9 I I 89 1o0
 '76 . i66 1,466 1,632 I 1 89 Ioo

 "'The number of fires in the Metropolis in which life has been seriously
 endangered during the year 1876 has been 72; and the number of these in which

 life has been lost has been 29.
 " The number of persons seriously endangered by fire has been '? s3, of whom 88

 were saved, and 35 lost their lives. Of the 35 lost, 23 were taken out alive, but
 died a?terwards in hospitals or elsewhere, and x 2 were suffocated or burned to
 death.

 " The number of cafs for chimneys has been , 325. Of these 1,420 proved to
 be false alarms, and 2,905 were for chimneys on fire. In these cases there was no
 attendance of engines, but only of firemen with. hand-pumps.

 " The number of journeys made by the fire engines of the 49 land stations has
 been 7,445, and the total distance run has been 23,120 miles.

 "The quantity of water used for extinguishing fires in the metropolis during
 the year has been 2I,Ii66,I 78 gallons-in round numbers a little more than
 2Ii million gallons, or about 94,500 tons. Of this quantity 54,433 tons, or about
 three-fifths of the whole, was taken from the river, canals, and docks, and the
 remainder from the street pipes.

 " During the year there have been #iX cases of short supply of water, twenty-
 four of late attendance of turncocks, and ten of no attendance, making altogether
 forty cases in which the water arrangements were unsatisfactory.
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 138 Mi-scelUan.tea. [Mar.

 "The strengtlh of the brigade at present is aB follows

 49 fire engine stations.

 I07 ,, escpe
 4 floating

 56 telegraph lines.

 ioi miles of telegraph lines.

 3 floating steam fire engines.

 I iron barge, to carry a land steLt lire engiit.

 5 large land steam fire engines.
 2 I small ,,

 14 seven-ineh manual fire engines.
 58 six-inch

 2o under six-inch ,,

 1 36 fire escapes.

 4oo firemen, inclnding the thief offier, the stperintendents,
 and all ranks.

 "The number of firemen employed on the several watches kept up throughout

 the metropolis is at present 95 by day and I 82 by night, making a total of 777 in
 every twenty-four hours; the remaining men are available for general work at

 fires.

 "Our list of wounds and other injuries for 1876 is, as usual, large; but, so

 long as the men work well, no diminution of accidents can be expected,

 " There have been during the year I8 7 cases of ordinary illness, and 70 injuries,
 making a total of 357 cases, of which many were very serious, and two terminated
 in death."

 From the tables appended to the report are taken the following
 particulars:-

 (a) The fires classified according to trades, axranged in the order of
 frequency:-

 Number of Fir-cs.
 1. Private houses ................. 327
 2. Lodgings ........... ................................... 193
 3. Victuallers ............. 58
 4. Farming stock . . . 41
 5. Oil and colourmen ..................... ......................... 31
 6. Cabinet makers .............................................. 30
 7. Tailors, clothiers, and outfitters ........................................ 30

 8. Stables .............................................. ,5
 9. Grocers .............................................. 25
 10. Drapers . ...............................................
 11. Boot and shoe makers . . .22............... :
 12. Booksellers and stationers ............................................... z
 13. Builders .'....... ,I
 14. Under repairs and building .............................................. zo

 15. Railways . .............................................. I7
 16. Coffee houses ........... . I 7
 17. Greengrocers and fruiterers .............................................. 17
 18. Carpenters and workers in wood (not cabinet makers) .... t5
 19. Bakers ....... . . . . .. .. 15
 20. Schools .............................................. 14
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 1877]1 The Fires of London and the Fire Brigade. 139

 Number of Pireb-Coytd.

 21. Chandlers ....................................................... 14
 22. Engineers and machinists.3.................................................... 3
 23. Hairdressers ............................. 13
 24. Printers .............................................. 13
 25. Let out in tenements ...........................12.. . . .. I2

 26. Milliners and dressmakers ......................... ........................... Iz

 27. Laundries .......... .................................... IX
 28. Furniture makers and dealers ............................................ I2

 29. Confectioners and pastry cooks ............................................ Iz
 30. Refreshment rooms .............................................. I

 31. Ieershop keepers .............................................. I I

 I,097

 Remainder, varying rom 10 to I ............................ 535

 Total ............................................ i,632

 (b) The fires classified according to the causes to which they have been
 assigned, arranged in the order of frequency.

 Causes. Number of Fires.
 1. Unknown .. .............................. 331
 2. Lamps (not gas) and lights ............... ................. 249

 3. Sparks from fires, &c .......................... t79
 4. Flues-defective ............. . .. . . . ................. 175
 6. Candle ............................................. 15Z
 6. Gas ............................................. 146
 7. Children pliying with fire and matches ............................ 6o
 8. H[ot ashes .......... ................... . 47
 9. Overheating of stoves, coppers, kilts, ovens, and furnac 44

 10. Airing and drying stoves ............................................. 32

 11. Smoking tobacco ................. 7.8
 12. Lucifers ............................................. 27
 13. Vapour of spirits and oil ............................................. 14
 14. Boiling over of oil, fat, pitch, &e ......................................... 13
 15. Spontaneous ignition . 17
 16. Stoves, &c., improperly set ............................................. 13
 17. Overheating of boilers, &c ............................................. 13
 18. Lime ........................... 1 z2
 19. Hearths and fireplaces-defective .. ........................... I f
 20. Buirning rubbish .............. ............................... 9

 Miecellaneous and doubtful ...................4. 0 4

 Total . I,632

 (c) The usual summaries for 1876 show :-that the greatest number
 of fires occurred in July (2i4), and the smallest number in October (Ii o);
 that the largest number of fires (26o) occurred on Sunday, and the smallest
 number (218) on Mondav; and that the hours during which the greatest
 number of fires have occurred are from 8 to 11 P.m., and those most exempt
 from such disaster are from 5 to 8 A.M.

 With reference to the daily summary, the following table, which gives
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 140 Miscelclnea. [Mar.

 the total of the fires for each day of the week for the last ten years, shows

 on the average that the largest number of fires occur on Saturday and the
 smallest number on Monday. The annual average number of fires for the
 ten years is I62zo.

 Years. Sunday. Monday. Tuesday. Wednesday. Thursday. Friday. Saturday. Total.

 1867 .... zoz 169 2I 9 210 191 198 zo8 1,397
 '68 .... 233 227 z34 267 229 225 253 1,668
 '69 .... z2o 220 229 251 199 235 zi8 1,572
 '70.... 290 252 258 266 300 258 322 1,946
 '71 .... z86 202 z47 302 271 258 276 1,842
 72 .... i 9 206 2I3 207 22 0 220 229 1,494
 '73 .... 202 209 237 199 230 243 228 1,548
 '74 .... 22z 228 2z8 195 240 231 2z 9 1,573
 '75 .... 200 203 231 227 236 209 2Z3 1,529
 '76.... z 6o 218 2X6 235 242 221 230 1,632

 Total... z,314 2,134 2,322 2,359 2,358 2,298 2,4I6 16,201

 "The number of lives lost during the year by fire is 3 5, the number
 saved 88.

 Captain Shaw in his report recommends six firemen for special merit,
 who collectively saved Z3 lives during the year.

 IIL.-Engliih Literature in 1876.

 THz following extracts, analytical table, and monthly summary of
 books published in 1876, are taken from the December (1876) number of
 the Publi8hems' Circutlar, in continuation of a series of similar extracts for
 previous years.-

 "' Last December, in examining the statistics for the year, we had occasion to

 express our surprise at the favourable nature of the returns. It is again our

 pleasant duty to chronicle a degree of prosperity which the most sanguine
 individual could hardly have predicted. Wliile it must be regretted that there

 has been a decline in the number of new works issued in some of the most

 important branches of literature, the total number of books published in 1876

 shows a satisfactory increase as compared with 1875. The year has been marked

 by a decided falling-off in new books, and an increase, eqnafly noteworthy, in new

 editions. Let us hope that the modest increase of the past year may be set down

 as a delicate indication of improvement in the general trade of the country.

 " The number of works published during 1876, as compared with the previous

 year, stands thus:-1876, 4,888; 1875, 4,854.
 " In theology there has been a decline: a fact which may or may not prove

 satisfactory. Many distinguished theologians have doubtless been devoting their

 leisure to education and to social reform. In theology we chronicle a falling

 short of 66 from the number of 1875.

 " In educational, classical, and philological works, as might have been expected,

 we note steady progress in the number of new works and reprints. This year

 produced 470; last year, 335.
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