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Belt and Road Initiative and Urban Layout Optimization in China:
An Analysis in the Perspective of Inland Frontier

LIU Jian-wen
( Zhou Enlai School of Governance Nankai University Tianjin 300350)

Abstract Urban layout plays an important role in the promotion of the Belt and Road initiative. At
present the regional distribution of central and node cities in our country is not in balance the primacy ratio
of frontier provincial cities is rather high urban agglomeration is slow and the degree of internationalization of
land border port cities is rather low. All these hinder the promotion of the Belt and Road initiative. Therefore
emphasis should be put on the layout of strategic cities including accelerating the cultivation and support of
new regional central cities and node cities in the Belt and Road areas. The administrative rank and the degree
of internationalization of frontier cities should be uplifted and the number of national central cities should be
increased appropriately so as to coordinate inter — city relations and promote the development of urban
agglomeration through urban layout.
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