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CMA CGM and Geneva-based MSC on the Asia-North Europe,
Asia-Southern Africa and South America routes to restructure the
industry, not least by driving smaller, more vulnerable carriers out
of business and forcing mid-sized players to chase copycat deals.
Beyond that, nothing is certain because the alliance, which takes
effect in March for an initial two years, may simply turn out to be a
temporary marriage of convenience giving the two family-owned
carriers breathing space to sit out slowing cargo growth that is
undermining the economics of their cargo-hungry large vessels.
The alliance will have the biggest impact on Asia-North Europe
lanes, where it will operate four strings, deploying 44 ships of
more than 11,000 20-foot equivalent container units.P56

Autumn DC meeting brings new contracts and clauses

At the Autumn meeting of the BIMCO Documentary Committee
(DC) held in Copenhagen on 10 November, two contracts and
four clauses were adopted. The newly revised edition of the
SALEFORM agreement for the sale and purchase of second-
hand ships was approved for publica-tion. The new version will be
called SALEFORM 2012 and will be published along with detailed
explanatory notes this coming January. The revision of this widely
used interna-tional agreement has been a year in the making.
The final draft follows a series of industry consultations that took
place in Oslo, London and Singapore in September and October
which drew large numbers of participants and an equally large
number of useful comments and suggestions. SALE-FORM
2012 reflects what the industry has told BIMCO it wants in a new
edition of the sale agreement. It is a modest revision, but one
which incorporates many of the amendments commonly made to
the form when used. As such it provides an up to date contract for
the industry, bringing greater clarity to those provisions in the 1993
edi-tion which occasionally led to uncertainty. The other contract
adopted by the DC was a new Time Charter Guarantee Contract.
The guarantee is intended to be provided by a parent company of
a charterer to guar-antee payments, such as hire, under a time
charter agreement. BIMCO is aware of an increasing demand
for such guarantees and is sure that it will be well-received by the
in-dustry.P58

Europe says 60% of fleet must reflag

Hundreds of German-owned vessels may soon be flying
the colours of the EU member states to qualify for German
tonnage tax. European ship registers appear set for a windfall
of German-owned vessels. Hundreds of ships must swap from
foreign registers such as Liberia, Antigua & Barbuda and the
Marshall Islands to European colours if Germany’s widely used
tonnage tax is to be safeguarded. The European Commission
(EC) requires that 60% of domestic fleets states, or prove that
they are moving towards that target, to qualify for tonnage
tax. The EC’s plans to investigate the tax concession next
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year have become a top priority at the German shipowners’
association, Verband Deutscher Reeder (VDR). Currently,
only around 27% of German-owned vessels are registered
in Europe, which means the total must double or be seen to
be moving rapidly in that direction. A transfer of around 1,200
ships, depending on size, may be needed to satisfy Brussels.
VDR spokesman Max Johns claims the task is achievable
possibly within a year or so. P60

An analysis of the foreign—oriented logistics enterprise
situation and its strategy

Since the outbreak of the international financial crisis, the world
economy began to tumn favourably. But the recovery process is slow
and there are many uncertainties, which no doubt form restriction
badly to China’s intemational trade. How to accurately judge, adjust
the thought, practice skills and meet the challenges have become
strategic problems for China’s logistics enterprises especially export-
oriented ones. Facing the new and severe complex situation,
China’s logistics enterprises should, through moderately readjusting
operation strategy and strategy, improve profit model, adjust the
structure of business, accelerate the transformation and upgrade of
the enterprise; reduce logistics cost, accelerate the cultivation and
train of the interational logistics talent, to make full preparation for the
development in the future.P66

New York/New Jersey: one of the best—connected and best—
prepared trans—oceanic hubs

The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey features more
inland and overseas destinations than any other port on the
North American East Coast. Its six container terminals receive
more first-in calls than any other East Coast port, and New York/
New Jersey now offers more than two dozen services from Asia,
including seven to the Indian sub-continent, as well as brand new
express services to and from Hamburg, Antwerp, and Vietham.
Meanwhile, The Port Authority’s Board of Commissioners
committed the funds necessary to raise the Bayonne Bridge, and
has announced a preferred option to raise the Bridge’s roadway
to an airdraft of approximately 215 feet. However, being one of the
best-connected and best-prepared trans-oceanic hubs is only part
of this port's success. New York/New Jersey leverages rail, truck,
and intermodal services to guarantee cargo unsurpassed speed to
market. Goods can reach one-third of U.S. and half of all Canadian
consumers within 24 hours of leaving the Port area. The Port
Authority of New York and New Jersey has always worked to ensure
that the Port of New York and New Jersey, the busiest port on the
east coast of North America, has the capacity to meet future demand.
With public and private investors teaming to maximize their strengths
and common interests, clients and citizens of the region can look
forward to continued, modern infrastructure leading the charge
toward economic prosperity. P79 ||
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