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CYCLE THEORY: ON SPATIAL DEMAND OF URBAN FEMALES

DUAN Chengjiang; HUANG Yaping; ZHANG Xi

ABSTRACT: For a long time, the female spatial
demand of urban development was ignored, affected
by the traditional “Principles of Male”, which
revealed a deep imprint of gender blindness. As
the “second sex”, all the women in the world have
been suffering from serious discrimination. This
paper starts from the evolution of feminist and
related theories, and ends with the conclusion of
female spatial demands. By analyzing gender role
differences, behavioral features and life cycle of
urban women, the study assumes a typical female
sample whose life consists of five independent
stages, that is, self-reliance period, newly-married
period, full nest period, leaving nest period and

empty nest period. In each stage of the life cycle,

* (51178200 51478199
51408248)

urban female had various requirements towards
urban space, respectively emphasizing on targeted
types, preferences and features according to their
ages, identities and actual problems. The study aims
to provide a new perspective to rethink the issues
of urban spatial attribute and resource allocation,
a more objective, less discriminatory and more
realistic one that shows concern for the needs and
rights of the women.

KEYWORDS: feminist; spatial discrimination; five-
stage model; urban spatial demand
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Tab.2 The life cycle model of urban women in China
18 25 3-5 9.75
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Tab.3 Periodic features of spatial demand of urban women
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